
The Jazz Age

Unit 5: Lesson 2

A Growing Economy

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.
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The Rise of New 
Industries

Mass Production: 

large-scale 

manufacturing done with 

machinery.

• Increases Supplies

• Reduces Costs

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC.

http://www.geo.coop/story/post-capitalism-will-be-post-industrial
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


The Rise of New 
Industries

Henry Ford's Assembly Line and 
the Model-T

• Assembly line divides work into 
simple tasks, reducing unnecessary 
work.

• Highland Park – Ford's first 
assembly line plant.

• By 1925, a Ford car rolled off the 
assembly line every 10 seconds.

• Any color you want, as long as its 
black.

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC.

http://econhist.econproph.net/2012/12/henry-ford-changing-the-automotive-industry/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Model-T

• Cost in 1924? $260 (base)

• About $3,800 today

• What did the Model-T 

change?



$5 a Day!
In 1914, Ford offered 
jobs for assembly line 
workers at $5 a day.

That's about $16.25 
an hour in 2020.



Radio Industry

In 1913, Edward Armstrong invented a special 

circuit that made it practical to transmit sound 

via long-range radio.

• In November 1920, Westinghouse broadcast 

Harding's election news across the county.

• Radio Broadcast

• NBC begins broadcasting daily radio shows.

• By 1920, 12 million radios across the country.
This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC.

https://youtu.be/HC_mgp6BJtU
http://blog.ajchristian.org/2012/11/11/youtubes-fading-halo/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Consumer 
Society and 
Credit

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/file:peoples_drug_store,_8th_and_h_streets_ne.jpg
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Consumer Products

Rising disposable income, meant consumers could 

buy other new products that came on the market.

Razors Tissues

Frozen Foods Irons

Deodorants Cosmetics

Washing machines

Refrigerators
This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/roitberg/8679400476/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Consumer 
Society: Easy Credit

Credit existed before the 1920s 

but it was frowned upon.

Attitudes towards debt changed 

and "buying over time" became 

more popular.

Cars and radios were often 

bought by installment payments.

Some started using credit 

exceeding their income.



Consumer Society: Mass Advertising

New products and eager consumers led to the mass 
advertising of goods for sale.


