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STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS

The purpose of this document, the Student Progression Plan for Leon District Schools, is to present to school
personnel, parents, students, and other interested citizens, the School Board adopted policies to implement state
and local student progression requirements.

The 1976 Florida State Legislature passed into law the Educational Accountability Act of 1976, which includes
the statutory requirement that each school district in the State of Florida establish a comprehensive program for
student progression. The act specifically requires that each district school board shall establish a comprehensive
program for student progression, which will be based upon an evaluation of each student’s performance, including
how well the minimum performance standards, approved by the state board, are mastered.

The district program for student progression shall be based upon local goals and objectives, which are compatible
with the State's plan for education. Particular emphasis, however, shall be placed upon the student’s mastery of
the basic skills, especially reading, before they are promoted. Other pertinent factors considered by the teacher
before recommending a student progress from one grade to another shall be prescribed by the district school board
in its rules.

Each district school board shall establish standards for graduation to include state requirements. Such standards
shall include criteria that emphasizes student reading proficiency in kindergarten through grade 3 and provide
targeted instructional support for students with identified deficiencies in English language arts, mathematics,
science, and social studies. High schools shall use all available assessment results, including the results of
statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessments and end-of-course assessments for Algebra | and
Geometry, to advise students of any identified deficiencies and to provide appropriate postsecondary preparatory
instruction before high school Based on these standards, each district shall provide for the awarding of certificates
of completion and may provide for differentiated diplomas to correspond with the varying achievement levels or
competencies of its secondary students.

The 2003 Legislature enacted 8 1008.25, Fla. Stat., changing the name of this document from Pupil Progression to
Student Progression Plan and requiring more stringent student performance for promotion and greater
communication with parents regarding progress, including the publication of annual reports in the local
newspaper.

NOTE: Pursuant to HB 7069, 2015: Until such time as an independent verification of the psychometric
validity of the statewide, standardized assessments first implemented in 2014-2015 is provided, for
purposes of grade 3 English Language Arts student performance pursuant to § 1008.25(5), Fla. Stat., and
high school graduation requirements pursuant to 8§ 1003.4282, Fla. Stat., student performance on the 2014-
2015 statewide, standardized assessments shall be linked to 2013-2014 student performance expectations.
Students who score in the bottom quintile on the 2014-2015 grade 3 English Language Arts assessment
shall be identified as students at risk of retention. School districts must notify parents of such students,
provide evidence as outlined in § 1008.25(6)(b), Fla. Stat., and provide the appropriate intervention and
support services for student success in grade 4.



Summary Substantive Changes
to the
2014/2015 Student Progression Plan

K-12 General Guidelines

Progression of Students
Statewide Assessment Program
Adds references to the new Florida Standards and the Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) test
Annual Reporting

Public Notice
New section adding the data from the annual Student Progression Report for the most current completed
school year.

Elementary Education

Program of Study
Adds chart showing areas of study for each elementary grade level.

State Standards
Adds language introducing the change over to the new Florida Standards.

Language defining which subjects fall under the Next Generation Sunshine States Standards and which
subjects fall under the Florida Standards

Regular Promotion

Updates language to current State Statues and clarifies the promotion requirements for elementary grade
students.

Grade Level Promotional Standards

Changes standards references from Next Generation Sunshine States Standards to the new Florida
Standards for grades K-5.

Mandatory Retention Third Grade (8 1008.25, Fla. Stat.)

Good Cause Exemptions
Adds new third grade promotion exemption (

Exemption 6.  Students who have received intensive reading intervention for 2 or more years but
still demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who were previously retained in
kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3 for a total of 2 years. A student may not be
retained more than once in grade 3

Grading Scales
Changes references from Next Generation Sunshine States Standards to the new Florida Standards
Middle School

Program of Study
Middle School Instruction and State Standards
Updates language to reflect current State Statues

Performance Standards
Promotion Requirements
Updates Promotion Requirements language to reflect current State Statutes



High School

Program of Study And State Standards
Updates language to reflect current State Statues

General Requirements for High School Graduation
High School Testing/Graduation Requirements by 9th Grade Year of Entry

Adds language to update all 9" grade cohort graduation requirements to current State Statutes and adds
the 2014-15 9™ grade cohort requirements.

High School Graduation Options

Adds and defines the three Florida standard diploma options
 24-credit Standard diploma
» 24 credit Scholar designation diploma
24 credit Merit designation diploma.
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K-12 GENERAL GUIDELINES

I. ENROLLMENT

A. School of Enrollment

D.

E.

School of Enrollment is the school in which a student is officially enrolled in at least one course during
the current school year. Enrollment begins on the first day the student attends school for educational
purposes and is placed in the appropriate class(es) and/or program. School of enrollment is designated as
the primary school for participation in athletic programs, commencement exercises and other extra-
curricular activities.

Kindergarten Age Requirement

Children who have attained the age of five years on or before September 1 of the school year are eligible
for admission to public kindergarten during that school year (§ 1003.21(1)(a)2), Fla. Stat.).

First Grade Age Requirement

First grade enrollment is limited to students who turn six years old on or before September 1, who have
successfully completed kindergarten, and out-of-state students who turn six years old after September 1
who meet the age requirement for public kindergarten admission from the transferring state, and who
have successfully completed kindergarten (8 1003.21(1) (a)1), Fla. Stat.).

Termination of School Enrollment

A student who attains the age of 16 years during the school year is not subject to compulsory school
attendance beyond that date and may file a formal declaration of intent to terminate school enroliment.
Public school students who have attained the age of 16 years and who have not graduated are subject to
compulsory school attendance until the formal declaration of intent is filed with the district school board.
The declaration must acknowledge that terminating school enrollment is likely to reduce the student’s
potential earning power and must be signed by the student and the student’s parent.

The following steps must also be taken:

o The school district shall notify the student’s parent of receipt of the student’s declaration intent to
terminate school enrollment.

e The student’s guidance counselor or other school personnel shall conduct an exit interview with the
student to determine the reason for the student’s decision to terminate school enrollment and actions
that could be taken to keep the student in school.

e The student shall be informed of opportunities to continue his/her education in a different
environment, including, but not limited to, adult education and GED test preparation.

e The student shall complete a survey in a format prescribed by the Department of Education to
provide data on the student’s reasons for terminating enroliment and actions taken by the school to
keep student enrolled (§ 1003.21(1)(c), Fla. Stat.).

Maximum Age of Enrollment

1. All Leon County Schools’ students shall be eligible for enrollment in the appropriate general
education program authorized by Leon County Schools and the State of Florida except under ANY
of the following conditions:

a. The student has received a high school diploma or its equivalent.
b. The student has attained the age of 20 by September 1.

No student shall be permitted to attend the regular high school program after attaining the age of
20. Those who attain the age of 20 during a school year may complete the school year. For
students with disabilities who have not graduated with a standard diploma, the district provides
services until the end of the semester in which the student turns 22 years of age.

¢. The student is 18 years of age or older and cannot meet regular graduation requirements by the
end of the school year in which they attain the age of 20. Such persons shall be afforded an



opportunity to pursue a high school diploma through the Adult Education or General Educational
Development (GED) programs of the District.
d. Principals may refuse enrollment in the regular high school program if the student has:

a documented history of disruptive behavior in the school setting and who has attained the
age of 18 years; or

previously dropped out of or discontinued enrollment in a regular high school program and
has attained the age of 18 years.

Students may be afforded an opportunity to pursue a high school diploma through the Adult
Education or GED programs of the District.

2. Students attending a Department of Juvenile Justice program or a contracted program with Leon
County Schools may be exempt from the requirements for maximum age of enroliment. Once a
student has exited the program, they are no longer exempt.

F. Enrollment Appeal Process

e If a parent/guardian or student wishes to contest the recommendation of the principal, a written
statement specifying the basis for the disagreement must be submitted to the office of Curriculum
Services within ten (10) working days of receipt of the principal’s decision. The statement must not
contain new matters that were not presented in the original request. The appeal will be evaluated by
a committee established by the Superintendent to review such matters.

o If a parent/guardian or student wishes to contest the recommendation of the committee, a written
appeal may be submitted to the Superintendent within ten (10) working days of notification. The
decision of the Superintendent is final.

II. ADMISSION

A. Evidence of residence within school district

The residence of a student is defined as the primary residence of the student’s parent/guardian or of
either parent when custody is mutually agreed upon and shared. Proof of residence must be provided at
both initial enroliment and upon promotion to the next level (from elementary to middle school or from
middle to high school).

Reasonable proof of the residence must include one item from each of the following categories:

Category 1

Mortgage deed, Lease/Rental Agreement, Homestead Exemption, or Property Tax Record

Category 2

Driver’s License, Voter Registration Card, Utility Bill, or Insurance Bill

All submitted documents, addresses, and changes of address are subject to verification by the School

Board.

B. Evidence of Birth Date
If the first prescribed evidence is not available, the next evidence obtainable in the order below may be

accepted.

SR o

A transcript of birth record filed according to law;

A certificate of baptism showing the date of birth and place of baptism signed by the parent;
An life insurance policy on the child (at least 2 years old);

A Bible record of the child’s birth accompanied by an affidavit sworn to by the parent;

A passport or certificate of arrival in the United States showing the age of the child;

A transcript of record of age shown in the child’s school records (at least 4 years prior to

application);
7. If none of the above evidences can be produced, the parent can submit a sworn affidavit of age,
accompanied by a certificate of age signed by a public health officer or public school physician.



8. If neither of these is available, a licensed practicing physician, designated by the school board, may
issue a certificate stating that a health officer or physician has examined the child and believes that
the age as stated in the parent’s affidavit is correct.

A homeless child, as defined by § 1003.02, Fla. Stat., shall be given temporary exemption from this
requirement for 30 school days.

C. Evidence of Immunization

All students (Pre K — 12), including Florida transfers who enroll in Leon County public schools, are
required to have an up-to-date certificate of immunization prior to enrollment. Without this
documentation, the student will not be allowed to attend school. This includes:

DPT (Diphtheria): Five doses, unless the 4th primary dose was administered on or after the 4th birthday
then only four doses are required.

POLIO (TOPV): Four doses, unless the 3rd primary dose was administered on or after the 4th birthday,
then only three doses are required.

MEASLES, MUMPS & RUBELLA (MMR): (Grades K-4) two doses are required for measles, one
dose required for mumps and rubella. If MMR is combined, a second dose is required prior to
kindergarten entrance.

VARICELLA (or proof of documentation of chicken pox): Pre-K and Kindergarten and each
subsequent year the next highest grade will be included in the requirement (2006-2007 includes 5th
grade).

HIB (Haemophilus Influenza): At least one dose between the ages of 2 months and 59 months.

HEPATITIS B: Pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade requires a Hepatitis B Series. 6th — 12th grade
requires Hepatitis B Series, TB Booster, and second MMR, if not previously immunized.

MENINGOCOCCAL VACCINE (MCV4): Recommended for all children at their routine
preadolescent visit (11-12 years of age). For those who have never gotten MCV4 previously, a dose is
recommended at high school entry.

Religious exemptions are allowed. They may be obtained at a Health Department clinic. Students may
enter school on Temporary Medical Exemption (DOH 680-Part B; DOE Code 2) provided the expiration
date has not passed. Students will be excluded from school if they do not comply with immunization
laws.

D. Evidence of a Medical Examination

Upon initial enrollment into a Florida school, students must present certification of a school-entry health
examination performed within 1 year prior to enroliment. Physicals completed out-of-county or state are
acceptable. Any child shall be exempt from the requirement of a health examination upon written request
of the parent of the child stating objection to the examination on religious grounds (§ 1003.22(1), Fla.
Stat.).

ITII. GRADE PLACEMENT (TRANSFER)

A. Underage In-State Transfers from Nonpublic Schools to Kindergarten

Students transferring from a nonpublic Florida kindergarten to Leon County Schools must meet the
Florida age requirements for entry age to kindergarten as stated in 81003.21, Fla. Stat.

B. Underage In-State Transfers from Public & Nonpublic Schools to First Grade

Children entering the first grade in Leon County Schools for the first time must comply with §1003.21,
Fla. Stat. Any child who has attained the age of six (6) years old, on or before September 1, and has
written documentation of satisfactory completion of kindergarten from a public or nonpublic school from
which the district accepts transfer of academic credit, or who otherwise meets the criteria for admission
or transfer in a manner similar to that applicable to other grades, shall progress according to the district's
student progression plan. Students not meeting the above requirements will be enrolled in kindergarten.



C.

D.

Underage Out-of-State Transfers to Kindergarten and First Grade from Public and Nonpublic
Schools

Entry into kindergarten and first grade by out-of-state transfer students who do not meet regular age
requirements for admission to Florida public schools shall be in accordance with Fla. Admin. Code R.
6A-1.0985, which states:

1. Any student who transfers from an out-of-state public school shall be admitted upon presentation of
the following information:

a.  Official documentation from the parent(s) or guardian(s) that the child was a legal resident of
the state in which he or she was previously enrolled in school;

b.  Anofficial letter or transcript from a proper school authority which shows record of attendance,
academic information, and grade placement of the student;

c.  Evidence of immunization against communicable diseases as required in 8§1003.22, Fla. Stat.;
d. Evidence of date of birth; and
e. Evidence of a medical examination completed within the last 12 months.

2. Any student who transfers from an out-of-state nonpublic school may be admitted if the student
meets the age requirement for public schools within the state from which the student is transferring,
and if the transfer of the student's academic credit is acceptable under the rules of Leon County
Schools. Transfer students must provide the required information as stated above in subsection (1)(a)
through (e).

3. Any student who transfers from an out-of-state nonpublic school and who does not meet regular age
requirements for admission to Florida public schools may be admitted if the student meets age
requirements for public schools within the state from which he or she is transferring, and if the
transfer of the student's academic credit is acceptable under the rules of the school board. Prior to
admission, the parent or guardian must also provide the data required in subsection 1 (a) through (e)
above.

All Transfer Students (K-12)

Grade placement of all transfer students, including those enrolled in home education programs, shall be
on a probationary basis until transfer work is validated using official evidence of student achievement or
competence available to the school principal or designee. Grade placement of students transferring from
home education will be determined by age, portfolio, annual evaluation, and other pertinent material
furnished through the home education program. The grade placement of students transferring from other
countries, states, counties, or private schools will be determined by the principal or designee of the
receiving school based on placement tests, age, and previous school records, subject to state statute, the
rules of the State Board of Education and/or the Leon County School Board.

The results of competency tests may be used to assist in the grade placement determination. Academic
performance of the transfer student on screening and placement tests and in the classroom shall be
considered in making the final decision. The principal or designee of each school will make the final
placement decision based on the grade level at which the student can academically perform best, subject
to state statute, the rules of the State Board of Education and/or the Leon County School Board.

Foreign Students

Any student entering the public school system from outside the United States will be placed by a
combination of the following criteria:

1. age appropriateness
2. previous school experience
3. academic proficiency

Each foreign student with educational documentation will receive a recommended grade placement after
an evaluation of the student’s educational records has been made. The family is responsible for providing
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a certified English translation of all records. Adjustments to these recommended placements may be
made by the school principal in accordance with relevant State Board of Education rules. Students who
do not meet regular age requirements for entering kindergarten in Florida but who have attended
kindergarten in their native county must have an official letter or transcript from the proper school
authority, which shows record of attendance, academic information, and grade placement.

English Language Learners

Age appropriateness, parent input, review of records/assessments, and other pertinent data available are
all considerations used when determining the proper academic placement of students. Initial
determination of student’s academic skills or performance is done based on a parent/guardian/student
comprehensive interview and academic records available. ELL student may need more review than
English proficient students in order to develop an appropriate instructional plan. Each school must
document the prior school experiences of new students by means of school records and transcripts.
Telephone calls and other means of communication to the student’s previous school to request records
will be made. Such experiences must be taken into account in planning and providing age appropriate
instruction. In order to effectively place ELL students, their academic abilities must be determined
exclusive of their lack of English proficiency. Grading systems and grade levels may differ from systems
in the United States. Comprehensive parent/guardian/student interviews, teacher made tests, tests of
academic abilities administered in the student’s home language or other forms of informal assessment
may be used to determine the appropriate grade level and class placements. The ELL Committee may be
reconvened at any time after a student has been served for a semester to review and make
recommendations for appropriate modifications. (Fla. Admin. Code R. 6A-6.0902)

. Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children and Assistance to
Transitioning Students from Military Families (§ 1003, Fla. Stat.)

The purpose of the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children is to remove
barriers to educational success imposed on children of military families because of frequent moves and
deployment of their parents.

This compact applies to the children of:

» Active—duty members of the uniformed services, including members of the National Guard and
Reserve on active-duty orders pursuant to § 1209 & § 1211, 10 U.S.C.

» Members of veterans of the uniformed services who are severely injured and medically discharged
or retired for a period of 1 year after medical discharge or retirement; and

*  Members of the uniformed services who die on active duty or as a result of injuries sustained on
active duty for a period of 1 year after death.

The compact does not apply to the children of:

* Inactive members of the National Guard and military reserves;
e Members of the uniformed services now retired,

» Veterans of the uniformed services;

e Other United States Department of Defense personnel, other federal agency civilian, and contract
employees not defined as active-duty members of the uniformed services.

. Educational Records and Enrollment

If a child’s official education records cannot be released to the parents for the purpose of transfer, the
custodian of the records in the sending state shall prepare and furnish to the parent a complete set of
unofficial educational records containing uniform information as determined by the Interstate
Commission. Upon receipt of the unofficial education records by a school in the receiving state, that
school shall enroll and appropriately place the student based on the information provided in the
unofficial records pending validation by the official records, as quickly as possible.

Simultaneous with the enrollment and conditional placement of the student, the school in the receiving
state shall request the student’s official education record from the school in the sending state. Upon



receipt of the request, the school in the sending state shall process and furnish the official education
records to the school in the receiving state within 10 days or within such time as is reasonably
determined under the rules adopted by the Interstate Commission.

Districts must give 30 days from the date of enroliment or within such time as is reasonably determined
under the rules adopted by the Interstate Commission for students to obtain any immunization or a series
of immunizations required by the receiving school.

Students shall be allowed to continue their enrollment at grade level commensurate with their grade level
(including kindergarten) from a local education agency in the sending state at the time of transition,
regardless of age.

I. Placement

If a student transfers before or during the school year, the receiving school shall initially honor
placement in courses based on the student’s enrollment in the sending school if the courses are offered.
Course placement includes, but is not limited to, Honors, International Baccalaureate, Advanced
Placement, vocational, technical, and career pathways courses.

The receiving school is not precluded from performing subsequent evaluations to ensure appropriate
placement and continued enrollment of the student in the courses. The receiving school must initially
honor placement of the student in educational programs such as Gifted and Talented and English as a
Second Language based on current educational assessments conducted at the sending school.

At the beginning of each school year, parents of students in or entering high school will be notified of
the opportunity and benefits of Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, Advanced
International Certificate of Education, Dual Enrollment, and Florida Virtual School courses.

Dependent children of active-duty military personnel who otherwise meet the eligibility criteria for
special academic programs offered through public schools shall be given first preference for admission
for such programs even if the program is being offered through a public school other than the school to
which the student would be assigned. If the program is offered through a public school other than the
school to which the student would be assigned, the parent or guardian of the student must assume
responsibility for transporting the student to that school. For purposes of this subsection, special
academic programs include magnet schools, advanced studies programs, Advanced Placement, Dual
Enrollment, Advanced International Certificate of Education, and International Baccalaureate.

IV. ATTENDANCE

Regular attendance provides students the opportunity to master required skills at each grade level. Each
public K-12 student must remain in attendance throughout the school year, unless excused by the school for
illness or other good cause, and must comply fully with the school’s code of conduct. Types of absences
listed as excused absences are considered to be “good cause. Therefore, with the goal of promoting student
success, the Leon County School Board has adopted a uniform attendance policy. It is our intent to
encourage honest, accurate, and consistent adherence to this policy by all students, parents, teachers, and
administrators. It is the goal of the Leon County Schools that the parent of each public K-12 student comply
with the school’s reasonable and time-acceptable parental involvement requests (§ 1003.04, Fla. Stat.).

A. Parent Responsibility

Florida law (8 1003.24, Fla. Stat.) requires each parent of a child from five to sixteen years of age to be
accountable for their child's school attendance and holds parents responsible for providing an
explanation for any absence from school.

Students who have attained the age of 16 years and who have not graduated are subject to compulsory
school attendance until the formal declaration of intent to terminate school enrollment is filed with the
district school board by the student or parent/legal guardian of a student who is less than 18 years of age.

If a student has unauthorized absences sufficient enough to jeopardize academic progress and it is
determined that the student's parent or legal guardian is at fault for the absence, in accordance with §



B.

1003.24, Fla. Stat., the procedures under 8 1003.26 & § 1003.27, Fla. Stat., shall be followed by the
appropriate school personnel.

Absences

Absence is nonattendance of a student at school or in an approved educational activity/field trip or
program on days when school is in session. Absence occurs when a student is not physically present at
school or not participating in an approved school activity as defined under the compulsory school law.
Students shall be counted absent and shall not be recorded as in attendance on that day.

1. Excused Absences

The law allows absences for illness or medical care, death in the family, religious holidays,
prearranged absences for educational purposes approved by an administrator, financial and certain
other special circumstances or insurmountable conditions. A student with an excused absence is not
subject to any disciplinary or academic penalties.

Parents may request and be granted permission for absence of a student from school for religious
instruction or religious holidays (8§ 1003.21(2)(b), Fla. Stat.).
2. Unexcused Absences
An unexcused absence takes place any time a child is out of school for reasons not recognized in the
law. In these cases, the child may be subject to academic penalties.
a. Elementary/Middle

Unexcused absenteeism sufficient enough to jeopardize academic progress at the elementary and
middle school levels is defined as a student being absent without an acceptable reason five (5)
times in a calendar month or ten (10) times in a 90 day calendar period.

b. High School
For each class in which the student has four or more unexcused absence(s) a grade of "F" shall

be assigned for that nine (9) week grading period (§ 1001.53, 1003.21-27, 1003.31, Fla. Stat.,
LCS Policy 3.03, Compulsory Attendance (12)(b)4).

Tardiness

Tardiness is any arrival to school or class after the bell to begin has sounded without an approved
excuse.

Leaving school early before the end of school also falls under this category.
1. Elementary/Middle

Unless the reason for arriving late or leaving early is covered under Florida Statute, elementary and
middle school students who are chronically tardy or leave early without an acceptable excuse more
than five (5) times in a calendar month or ten (10) times in a 90 day calendar period will be
subjected to action as dictated by § 1003.27, Fla. Stat.

If it is determined that the parent is the cause of the chronic tardiness or early check out without an
acceptable excuse, then a referral shall be made to the State Attorney’s Office. For the purposes of
this policy, tardiness and early check out without an acceptable excuse are seen as a violation of §

1003.21, Fla. Stat. (compulsory attendance).

A parent or guardian may appeal an unexcused tardy or unexcused early check out if the parent or
guardian has documented proof of a student’s chronic illness as a reason for the tardiness or early
check out.

2. High School

A student who arrives to class over 10 minutes after the scheduled beginning time shall be recorded
as late. Being “late” is equivalent to an unexcused absence.

A student with four (4) or more unexcused absences and/or lates shall be assigned a grade of “F” for
the 9 week marking period for that class (LCS Policy 3.03 Compulsory Attendance (12)(d)6).
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D. Truancy

Florida law (8 1003.24, Fla. Stat.), requires each parent or guardian of a child from five to sixteen years
of age to be accountable for their child’s school attendance.

A student’s primary teacher shall report to the principal or their designee if the student is exhibiting a
pattern of non-attendance and is a potential habitual truant because:

1. atleast five (5) unexcused absences, or absences for which the reasons are unknown, within a
calendar month or

2. ten (10) unexcused absences, or absences for which the reasons are unknown, within a 90-day
calendar period. The following definitions apply with regard to truancy:

Truant: one who is not in attendance, with or without approval of the parent or other person
having charge of the student, and whose absence has not been excused.

Habitual Truant: a student who has fifteen (15) unexcused absences within ninety (90) calendar
days with or without the knowledge or consent of the student’s parent or legal guardian.

If a child subject to compulsory school attendance will not comply with attempts to enforce school
attendance, the parent, the guardian, the Superintendent or their designee shall refer the case to the
district staff and Child In Need of Services/Family In Need of Services (CINS/FINS) provider
committee.

If the child has had more than fifteen (15) unexcused absences on a ninety (90) day calendar period
the Superintendent or their designee may file a truancy petition pursuant to the Florida Statutory
procedures (8§ 984.151, Fla. Stat.) which may result in a court hearing.

MARRIED OR PREGNANT STUDENTS

Students who become or have become married and students who are pregnant shall not be prohibited from
attending school. Married students and students who are parents shall receive the same educational
instruction or its equivalent as other students but may voluntarily be assigned to a class or program suited to
their special needs. Consistent with § 1003.54, Fla. Stat., pregnant or parenting teens may participate in a
teenage parent program (8§ 1003.21(1)(d), Fla. Stat.).

PROGRESSION OF STUDENTS

The Leon County School Board, is dedicated to the total and continuous development of each student. The
professional staff of the school system has the responsibility to develop administrative procedures to ensure
the placement of each student in the subject, in the grade level, or in the special program best suited to meet
the student's academic needs, with consideration given to social, emotional and physical development.

It is expected that all students will make progress annually and demonstrate appropriate reading ability
sufficient to move to the next grade level or to graduate in a timely manner.

A. Multi-tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) (Problem Solving/Response to Intervention (PS/Rtl)

The Leon County School District is committed to the implementation of a multi-tiered system of
supports to integrate and align efforts to improve educational outcomes and meet the educational needs
of all students. The district provides high quality intervention matched to student needs and uses learning
rate and level of performance to inform instructional decisions, including decisions regarding promotion,
acceleration, retention, and remediation. A Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) is a term used to
describe an evidence-based model of schooling that uses data based problem solving to integrate
academic and behavioral instruction and intervention. The integrated instruction and intervention is
delivered to students in varying intensities (multiple tiers) based on student need. “Need-driven”
decision-making seeks to ensure that district resources reach the appropriate students (schools) at the
appropriate levels to accelerate the performance of ALL students to achieve and/or exceed proficiency.

A four-step problem-solving method and the systematic use of data at the district, school, grade, class,
and individual level guide decisions about the allocation of resources and intensity of interventions
needed to improve learning and/or behavior. Problem Solving/Response to Intervention (PS/Rtl) is the
practice of providing instruction and intervention matched to all student academic and behavioral needs
8
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using learning rate over time and level of performance. PS/Rtl uses a collaborative problem solving
approach to make important educational decisions for all students in all tiers. It is a general education
process and no one tier represents special education. PS/Rtl is composed of three tiers:

Tier 1: Core Curriculum: All students, including students who require curricular enhancements for
acceleration

Tier 2: Strategic Interventions: Students who need more support in addition to the core curriculum
Tier 3: Comprehensive and Intensive: Students who need individualized interventions

Statewide Assessment Program

All students must participate in the statewide assessment tests required by § 1008.22, Fla. Stat. Each
student who does not meet specific levels of performance as determined by the Leon County School
Board in reading, writing, science, and mathematics for each grade level, or who does not meet specific
levels of performance required by state assessments at selected grade levels, will be provided with
additional diagnostic assessments to determine the nature of the student’s difficulty and areas of
academic need (8§ 1008.22(b), Fla. Stat.).

The Florida Standards Assessment Test (FSA) measures a student’s content knowledge and skills in
reading, writing, and mathematics. The content knowledge and skills assessed by the FSA are aligned to
the core curricular content established in the Florida Standards/Next Generation Sunshine State
Standards (NGSSS). Other content areas are included as directed by the State Commissioner of
Education. Comprehensive assessments of reading and mathematics are administered annually in grades
3 through 10. FCAT 2.0 Science will be administered at least once at the elementary, middle school
levels. Beginning with the 2011-2012 school year, the administration of the FCAT 2.0 Science at the
high school level was discontinued (§ 1008.22(3), Fla. Stat.).

Students entering 3rd grade in 2014-2015, who have only been taught using the Florida Standards since
kindergarten, will be required to achieve a certain score on the 3rd grade ELA assessment in order to
meet promotion requirements. The score will be determined in the spring, ensuring that students are
appropriately identified for retention or promotion. Students not meeting these criteria may still meet
promotion requirements through any one of seven good cause exemptions.

Middle grades students will not be tested on both the FSA mathematics and a mathematics EOC
assessment. In accordance with §1008.22(3)(b)1, Fla. Stat., “Middle grades students enrolled in Algebra
I, Geometry, or Biology | must take the statewide, standardized EOC assessment for those courses and
shall not take the corresponding subject and grade-level statewide, standardized assessment.”

Students entering 10th grade and/or taking Algebra 1 in 2014-2015 will be required to achieve a certain
score on the respective 10th grade ELA test and the Algebra 1 assessment in order to meet graduation
requirements. These students will continue to have the opportunity for retakes that all students have had
before. Students who need to retake an assessment based on an FCAT 2.0 score will be able to retake the
FCAT 2.0.

End of Course (EOC) assessments for a subject will be administered in addition to the comprehensive
assessments required under § 1008.22, Fla. Stat. Students enrolled in a course, as specified in the course
code directory, with an associated statewide, standardized EOC assessment must take the EOC
assessment for such course and may not take the corresponding subject or grade-level statewide,
standardized assessment pursuant to §1003.4156 and § 1003.4282, Fla. Stat., govern the use of
statewide, standardized EOC assessment results for students. The content knowledge and skills assessed
by EOC assessments are aligned to the core curricular content established in the Florida standards and
the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards.

NOTE: Pursuant to HB 7069, 2015: Until such time as an independent verification of the psychometric
validity of the statewide, standardized assessments first implemented in 2014-2015 is provided, for
purposes of grade 3 English Language Arts student performance pursuant to § 1008.25(5), Fla. Stat., and
high school graduation requirements pursuant to § 1003.4282, Fla. Stat., student performance on the



2014-2015 statewide, standardized assessments shall be linked to 2013-2014 student performance
expectations. Students who score in the bottom quintile on the 2014-2015 grade 3 English Language
Arts assessment shall be identified as students at risk of retention. School districts must notify parents of
such students, provide evidence as outlined in § 1008.25(6)(b), Fla. Stat., and provide the appropriate
intervention and support services for student success in grade 4.

. Statewide Assessment Program for English Language Learners

All ELL students are expected to participate in district and state assessments, to include FSA. However,
if an ELL student has been receiving services in an ESOL program operated in accordance with an
approved ELL Plan for less than one year, based on the date the student entered a United States School
(DEUSS), and a majority of the student’s ELL Committee determines that it is appropriate, a student
may be given exemption status during the current FSA administration in FSA-ELA only. The ELL
Committee must document the rationale for the exemption and mandate that CELLA be administered to
the ELL student. DOE’s determination is not a license to exempt all ELL students from the FSA-ELA.
Instead, the principal and the ELL Committee in each school must make individual decisions about what
is best for the child, what realistically can be learned from the assessment when administered to a new
ELL student, and the impact of any ESOL exemptions on the school’s compliance with school grading
criteria as well as adequate yearly progress requirements for NCLB.

All ELL students must participate in FSA and FCAT 2.0 Science (grades 5 and 8), and EOC assessments
regardless of participation in an ESOL program. Allowable test accommodations will be provided as
indicated in the state Test Administration Manual. Parents must be notified if an ELL student receives
accommodations and/or if a student is exempt from the FSA-ELA assessment. (Fla. Admin. Code R. 6A-
6.0909, 6A-6.09091)

. Progress Monitoring

Any student who does not achieve a Level 3 or above on the statewide, standardized English
Language Arts assessment, the statewide, standardized Mathematics assessment, or the Algebra |
EOC assessment must be evaluated to determine the nature of the student's difficulty, the areas of
academic need, and strategies for providing academic supports to improve the student's performance.

Any student who is not meeting the school district or state requirements for satisfactory
performance in English Language Arts and mathematics must be covered by one of the following
plans:

1. A federally required student plan such as an individual education plan;

2. Aschool wide system of progress monitoring for all students, except a student who scores Level 4
or above on the English Language Arts and mathematics assessments may be exempted from
participation by the principal; or

3. Anindividualized progress-monitoring plan.

Reading intervention placement and progress monitoring must follow the guidelines established in Fla.
Admin. Code R. 6A-6.054.

The Progress Monitoring Plan is intended to provide the school district and the school flexibility in
meeting the academic needs of the student.

The plan should include:

* Identification of the specific diagnosed academic needs to be remediated;
 Identification of the success-based intervention strategies to be used;
 ldentification of the remedial instruction to be provided; and

* Identification of the monitoring and re-evaluation activities to be employed.
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E. Accelerated Promotion (§ 1002.3105, Fla. Stat.)

Accelerated promotion is the assignment of a student to a higher grade that results in the student
skipping a grade or part of a grade based on achievement by the student of the standards established by
the district and evidence that the student will benefit more from the instructional program at the
advanced grade level. Leon County Schools provides program offerings that present accelerated
opportunities to all students at all grade levels with sufficient documentation.

1.

Acceleration Options

Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learning (ACCEL) Options provide
academically challenging curriculum or accelerated instruction to eligible public school students in
grades K-12. At a minimum, each school must offer the ACCEL options, which may include but not
be limited to:

» Whole grade promotion;

* Midyear promotion;

» Subject matter acceleration;

» Virtual instruction in higher grade level subjects;

 and the Credit Acceleration Program under § 1003.4295, Fla. Stat.

Additional ACCEL options may include, but are not limited to, enriched science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics coursework; enrichment programs; flexible grouping; advanced
academic courses; combined classes; self-paced instruction; rigorous industry certifications that are
articulated to college credit and approved pursuant to 8§ 1003.492 & 8§ 1008.44, Fla. Stat., work-
related internships or apprenticeships; curriculum compacting; advanced-content instruction; and
telescoping curriculum.

Information about these options shall be made available to the parents by the school pursuant to §
1002.3105, § 1003.492, & § 1008.44, Fla. Stat.

Eligibility and Procedural Requirements
The following criteria will be used for accelerated grade placement:

» Extremely high academic achievement in standardized test scores, grades, and daily performance
indicating achievement and academic aptitude two or more years above grade level

* A minimum of absences and/or transfers
e Comments and recommendations of previous teachers
» Reports from previous years indicating above average academic progress

» Demonstrated mastery in reading, language, science, and mathematics two or more years above
grade level based on current state standards

» Successful completion of appropriate enrichment strategies

» Evidence that the student will benefit more, academically and emotionally, from an advanced
assignment than from one based on chronological age

» Students in 4th and 5th grade that earned a Level 4 or 5 in Reading or Math on the prior year
statewide assessment are eligible to take accelerated courses using virtual school. Options may
vary slightly by school and include advancing to the next grade level for some coursework in a
face-to-face setting or through virtual school.

» Students in Kindergarten and first grade must meet the age requirements as set forth in § 1003.21,
Fla. Stat.

» All placement decisions shall be made on an annual basis and students shall be required to
petition the principal each year they wish to enroll in above grade level courses.

 If a student participates in an ACCEL option pursuant to a parent’s request, a performance
contract must be executed by the student, the parent, and the principal.
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 Ifaprincipal initiates a student’s participation in an ACCEL option, the student’s parent must be
notified. A performance contract is not required when a principal initiates participation but may
be used at the discretion of the principal.

All parents and students shall be notified of the opportunities for academic acceleration.

The final decision for accelerated grade placed is at the sole discretion of the school principal,
subject to state statute, the rules of the State Board of Education and/or the Leon County School
Board.

F. Social Promotion

No student may be assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other factors that constitute social
promotion.

The district school board may only exempt students from mandatory retention, as provided in §
1008.25(5)(b), Fla. Stat., for good cause. A student who is promoted to grade 4 with a good cause
exemption shall be provided intensive reading instruction and intervention that include specialized
diagnostic information and specific reading strategies to meet the needs of each student so promoted.
The school district shall assist schools and teachers with the implementation of reading strategies for
students promoted with a good cause exemption which research has shown to be successful in improving
reading among students who have reading difficulties (8 1008.25(6)(a), Fla. Stat.).

G. Exceptional Student Education

The Individual Educational Plan (IEP) team will determine if an ESE student will follow the Regular or
Special Student Progression Plan. This decision will be documented on the IEP. Every attempt will be
made to insure that the ESE student has the opportunity to follow the Regular Student Progression Plan.
The Individual Education Plan will specify the type of progression plan a student with disabilities will
follow. If the Individual Education Plan team recommends that the student follow the Special Student
Progression Plan, the parent must give consent for instruction using the Next Generation Sunshine State
Standards Access Points. Progress towards mastery of annual goal(s) will be assessed and documented
on the IEP.

A student with disabilities, following the general education curriculum, must meet the state or district
levels of performance for student progression. If the student’s IEP team has determined the student
should follow a modified curriculum aligned with the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards Access
Points, the student’s IEP team will make the recommendation for promotion based upon progress toward
mastery of the NGSSS Access Points and the student’s annual goals.

H. English Language Learners (ELLS)

Promotion requirements for ELL students shall be the same as for general education students. Promotion
decisions may not be made for an individual ELL based solely on a score on any single assessment
instrument, whether such assessment instrument is part of the statewide assessment program or the
district’s formal or informal assessment process. The evaluation of each student’s progress will be based
upon the student’s classroom work, observations, tests, district and state assessments, and other relevant
information. No ELL student can be denied promotion based solely on limited English proficiency.

Retention of ELL students must be determined by a school’s ELL Committee except in the case of
mandatory retention for reading deficiencies in grade 3. Level of English proficiency may not be a
primary consideration for retention. Retention decisions may not be made for an individual ELL based
solely on a score on any single assessment instrument, whether such assessment instrument is part of the
statewide assessment program or the district’s formal or informal assessment process.

I. Virtual Education K-12

As stipulated by the Florida K-20 Education Code parents or legal guardians have the right to choose
online (virtual) educational options for their children (8 1002.20(6), Fla. Stat.). The School Board shall
provide Leon County Schools’ students with access to enroll in virtual courses and award credit for
successful completion of such courses. The student’s full-time school may not deny access to a student
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choosing enrollment in an online provider as long as the enrollment meets statutory requirements.
Access may be available to students during the normal school day.

Students may not be placed in the same course concurrently at a district school and a virtual school.
Online learning options available to Leon County Public School students include but are not limited to:
» Leon County Schools Virtual Instruction Program (LCSVIP)

» Leon County Public Schools Digital Academy

» Leon County Virtual School (LCVS)

» Florida Virtual School (FLVS)

1. Virtual Instruction Program (VIP) Enrollment Eligibility Requirements

Students who enroll in one of the above Virtual School options must meet at least one of the
following criteria as specified in 8 1002.455, Fla. Stat., to participate in virtual instruction;

* the student spent the prior school year in attendance at a public school in the state and was
enrolled and reported by the school district for funding during October and February for purposes
of the Florida Education Finance Program surveys;

 the student is a dependent child of a member of the United States Armed Forces who was
transferred within the last 12 months to this state from another state or from a foreign country
pursuant to a permanent change of station order;

* the student was enrolled during the prior school year in a virtual instruction program under §
1002.45, Fla. Stat., the K-8 Virtual School Program under § 1002.415, Fla. Stat., or a full-time
Florida Virtual School program under § 1002.37(8)(a), Fla. Stat.;

* the student has a sibling who is currently enrolled in a virtual instruction program and the sibling
was enrolled in that program at the end of the prior school year;

* the student is eligible to enter kindergarten or first grade; or

 the student is eligible to enter grades 2 through 5 and is enrolled full-time in a school district
virtual instruction program, virtual charter school, or the Florida Virtual School.

2. Virtual Options

» School district operated part-time or full-time kindergarten through grade 12 virtual instruction
programs under 8 1002.45(1)(b), Fla. Stat. for students enrolled in the school district.

e Full-time virtual charter school instruction authorized under § 1002.33, Fla. Stat.

» Courses delivered in the traditional school setting by personnel providing direct instruction
through a virtual environment or through a blended virtual and physical environment pursuant to
8§ 1003.498, Fla. Stat., and as authorized pursuant to § 1002.321(4)(e), Fla. Stat.

 Virtual courses offered in the course code directory to students within the school district or to
students in other school districts throughout the state pursuant to § 1003.498, Fla. Stat.

3. Assessment and Accountability

All public school students are required to take state assessments, including virtual public school
students. Both full-time and part-time students receiving instruction in courses requiring statewide
end-of-course assessments students must take all required statewide end-of-course assessments.

Students enrolled in virtual courses in which a statewide, standardized EOC exists will be awarded
credit only after taking the statewide, standardized EOC for that course in order to comply with the
statutory requirement that EOC constitutes 30% of the final course grade.

J. Home Education

Home Education, is the sequentially progressive instruction of a student directed by his or her parent or
guardian in order to satisfy Florida’s requirement for compulsory education. Parents assuming
responsibility for educating a child at home also assume the responsibility for providing curriculum,
educational materials, and evaluations necessary to determine student progress. The school system does
13



not supply textbooks, curriculum guides, or educational standards for the home-educated student (8
1002.01, § 1002.41, § 1003.01(4), & § 1003.21(1), Fla. Stat.).

To establish a Home Education Program under § 1002.41, Fla. Stat., a parent must:

1.

Notify the district school superintendent of the county in which the parent resides of his or her

intent to establish and maintain a home education program. The notice shall be in writing, signed by

the parent, and shall include the names, addresses, and birthdates of all children who shall be

enrolled as students in the Home Education Program. The notice shall be filed in the district school

superintendent’s office within 30 days of the establishment of the home education program. A

written notice of termination of the Home Education Program shall be filed in the district school
superintendent’s office within 30 days after said termination.

Maintain a portfolio of educational records to include:

A log of educational activities which is made contemporaneously with the instruction and
which designates by title any reading materials used, and

Samples of any writings, worksheets, workbooks or creative materials used or developed by the
student.

The portfolio shall be preserved by the parent for 2 years and shall be made available for
inspection by the district school superintendent, or designee, upon 15 days’ written notice.
Nothing in this section shall require the district school superintendent to inspect the portfolio.

Provide for an annual educational evaluation documenting the student’s demonstration of
educational progress at a level commensurate with her or his ability. The parent shall select the
method of evaluation and shall file a copy of the evaluation annually with the Leon County School
District’s superintendent’s office.

The annual educational evaluation shall consist of one of the following:

A teacher selected by the parent shall evaluate the student’s educational progress upon review
of the portfolio and discussion with the student. Such teacher shall hold a valid regular Florida
certificate to teach academic subjects at the elementary or secondary level,

The student shall take any nationally normed student achievement test administered by a
certified teacher;

The student shall take a state student assessment test used by the school district and
administered by a certified teacher, at a location and under testing conditions approved by the
school district;

The student shall be evaluated by an individual holding a valid, active license (as a school
psychologist) pursuant to the provisions of § 490.003(7) or (8), Fla. Stat.; or

The student shall be evaluated with any other valid measurement tool as mutually agreed upon
by the district school superintendent of the district in which the student resides and the
student’s parent resides.

Home education students may participate in interscholastic, extracurricular activities as long as
they meet the requirements of § 1006.5, Fla. Stat. Home education students participating in
interscholastic extracurricular activities, must meet the same immunization requirements as
students attending any non-home education program (8§ 1006.15, Fla. Stat.).

The district school superintendent’s office shall review and accept the results of the annual educational
evaluation of the student in a Home Education Program. If the student does not demonstrate educational
progress at a level commensurate with her or his ability, the district school superintendent’s office shall
notify the parent, in writing, that such progress has not been achieved. The parent shall have 1 year from
the date of receipt of the written notification to provide remedial instruction to the student. At the end of
the 1-year probationary period, the student shall be reevaluated as specified in § 1002.41 (1)(c), Fla. Stat.
Continuation in a Home Education Program shall be contingent upon the student demonstrating
educational progress commensurate with her or his ability at the end of the probationary period.
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K. Enrolling in Public School from Home Education

A student seeking to enter or re-enter a Leon County public school from a home education program must
meet all entrance requirements (state and district) that any other student must meet. The principal or
designee shall determine the grade placement through any of the following methods:

1. review of student portfolio

2. administration of any placement tests normally used

3. testing using prior year course final examinations

4. any other assessments, written or oral, deemed appropriate by the principal and/or faculty

The student shall be placed academically as any other student who seeks to enter a public school. Home
education students may enroll in regular and special education programs on a part-time basis at the
discretion of the principal, executive director, and/or director of ESE, subject to state statute, the rules of
the State Board of Education and/or the Leon County School Board.

Students enrolling from home education may be placed on probation until the school determines that the
student can be successful at the grade placed. Home education students may participate in interscholastic
extracurricular student activities in accordance with the provisions of 8 1006.15, Fla. Stat. Home
education students may participate in the Bright Futures Scholarship Program in accordance with the
provisions of § 1009.53-1009.538, Fla. Stat. Home education students may participate in dual enroliment
programs in accordance with § 1007.27(4) & 8 1007.271(13), Fla. Stat.

VII. ANNUAL REPORTING

A. Annual Reports to Parent

C.

The district school board must annually report, to the parent of each student, the progress of the student
towards achieving state and district expectations for proficiency in English Language Arts, science,
social studies and mathematics, including the student’s results on each statewide, standardized
assessment.

The evaluation of each student’s progress must be based on the student’s classroom work, observations,
test, district and state assessments, and other relevant information. Progress reporting must be provided
to the parent in writing in the format adopted by the district school board (§ 1008.25(8)(a), Fla. Stat.).

Report Cards

Student report cards for elementary, middle, and high school students shall be issued after each grading
period. The report cards must clearly depict and grade the students:

1. academic performance in each class or course in Grades 1 through 12 based on examinations as
well as written papers, class participation, and other academic performance criteria,

2. conduct and behavior, and
3. attendance, including absences and tardiness.

The final report card for a school year shall contain a statement indicating end-of-the-year status or
performance or nonperformance at grade level, acceptable or unacceptable behavior and attendance, and
promotion or non-promotion (8§ 1003.33, Fla. Stat.).

Teachers are required to provide their grading/assessment criteria in written form to the principal,
students, and parents within two weeks of the beginning of class. No grade will be assigned without a
plan approved by the principal, subject to state statute, the rules of the State Board of Education and/or
the Leon County School Board.

Public Notice

The District must annually publish on the district website and in the local newspaper the following
information on the prior school year (8§ 1008.25 (8)(b), Fla. Stat., (2014)).

»  The provisions of the law relating to public school student progression and the district school
board’s policies and procedures on student retention and promotion.
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By grade, the number and percentage of all students in Grades 3-10 performing at levels 1 and 2 on
the statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment.

By grade, the number and percentage of all students retained in kindergarten through grade 10.
The total number of students who were promoted for good cause, by each category of good cause

Any revisions to the district school board’s policies and procedures on retention and promotion
from the prior year
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D. Annual Student Progression Report 2013/2014 School Year
1. Total number and percentage of all students in grades 3 through 10 performing at Levels 1 and 2 on
the reading portion of the FCAT (All Curriculum Groups)
Number of Number of Percent of Number of Percent of Number Percent
Grade Students Tested Students Scoring Students Scoring Scoring at Scoring at
in Readin Level 1in Level 1 Level 2 in Level 2 Levels 1 Levels 1 and
g Reading Students Reading Students and 2 2
03 2,634 386 14.65% 603 22.89% 989 37.55%
04 2,501 369 14.24% 608 23.47% 977 37.71%
05 2,424 317 13.08% 500 20.63% 817 33.70%
06 2,322 357 15.37% 566 24.38% 923 39.75%
07 2,422 389 16.06% 508 20.97% 897 37.04%
08 2,303 338 14.68% 551 23.93% 889 38.60%
09 2,391 387 16.19% 622 26.01% 1,009 42.20%
10 2,237 364 16.27% 551 24.63% 915 40.90%
2. Total number and percentage of all students retained in grades 3 through 10
Grade 3rd 4th 5th 6th Tth 8th 9th 10th
Total Retentions 93 39 11 87 90 34 245 163
Grade Level Total 2,747 2,690 2,541 2,486 2,596 2,467 2,793 2,408
Total Percentages 3.39% 1.45% 0.43% 3.50% 3.47% 1.38% 8.77% 6.77%

3. Total number of students promoted for good cause, by each category of good cause (3rd Grade

Reading Only)

Code Good Cause Exemptions # of Students
1 Limited English proficient students having less than two years of instruction in an ESOL program 6
2 Students with disabilities whose individual education plan indicates that participation in the statewide assessment 4
program is not appropriate, consistent with the requirements of § 1008.212, Fla. Stat.

3 Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on an alternative standardized reading or English 53
Language Arts assessment approved by the State Board of Education.

4 Students who demonstrates through a student portfolio that he or she is performing at least at Level 2 on the 176
statewide, standardized Reading assessment or, upon implementation, the English Language Arts assessment.
Students with disabilities who take the statewide, standardized Reading assessment and who have an individual education

5 plan or a Section 504 plan that reflects that the student has received intensive remediation in reading or English Language 57
Arts for more than 2 years but still demonstrates a deficiency and was previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2,
or grade 3.
Students who have received intensive reading intervention for 2 or more years but still demonstrate a deficiency in

6 reading and who were previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3 for a total of 2 years. A 9
student may not be retained more than once in grade 3.
Students who have received intensive remediation in reading or English Language Arts for 2 or more years but still

7 demonstrate a deficiency and who were previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3 for a total of 2 6
years.

Total Good Cause Promotions 311
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ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

I. PROGRAM OF STUDY

It is the intent of the Florida Legislature that each student*s progression from one grade to another be
determined, in part, upon proficiency in reading, writing, science and mathematics; that District School
Board policies facilitate such proficiency; and that each student and his or her parent/legal guardian be
informed of that student’s academic progress.

Leon County Schools has established a comprehensive program of study that includes standards for
evaluating student performance, specific levels of achievement in reading, writing, science and mathematics
for each grade level, and levels of performance on statewide assessments.

Though every effort is made to address State Statute and Federal mandates, it is possible that answers may
not be found in this document. These omissions are not to be construed as Leon County Schools granting
permission for issues not covered in the Student Progression Plan. For clarification on these types of issues,
please contact Leon County Schools” Department of Teaching and Learning. The required program of study
for elementary students in the Leon County Schools reflects state and local requirements for elementary
education.

The areas of study required for each grade, Kindergarten through 5, are shown in the following table.

Grade K

Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

Language Arts
(reading, writing,
speaking, listening,
and language)

Language Arts
(reading, writing,
speaking, listening,
and language)

Language Arts
(reading, writing,
speaking, listening,
and language)

Language Arts
(reading, writing,
speaking, listening,
and language)

Language Arts
(reading, writing,
speaking, listening,
and language)

Language Arts
(reading, writing,
speaking, listening,
and language)

Mathematics

Mathematics

Mathematics

Mathematics

Mathematics

Mathematics

Science

Science

Science

Science

Science

Science

Social Studies

Social Studies

Social Studies

Social Studies

Social Studies

Social Studies

Physical Education

Physical Education

Physical Education

Physical Education

Physical Education

Physical Education

Art

Art

Art

Art

Art

Art

Music

Music

Music

Music

Music

Music

A. State Standards

Leon County Schools is required to teach, and students are required to meet state curriculum standards as
defined by the Florida Department of Education. Florida State Standards establish the core content of the
curricula to be taught in the state and specify the core content knowledge and skills that Kindergarten
through 12th grade public school students are expected to acquire. The standards must include distinct
grade level expectations for the core content knowledge that students should acquire at each grade level
k-12. All teachers are expected to be proficient in teaching those standards that are applicable to the
course, subject, and grade level of their students. The grading system employed by Leon County Schools
communicates to parents their student’s level of performance based on achievement of these standards.

The Florida Standards are rigorous and relevant and provide for the logical, sequential progression of
core curricular content that incrementally increases a student’s core content knowledge and skills over
time. Curricular content for all subjects integrate critical-thinking, problem-solving, and workforce-
literacy skills; communication, reading, and writing skills; mathematics skills; collaboration skills;
contextual and applied-learning skills; technology-literacy skills; information and media-literacy skills;
and civic-engagement skills. The standards include distinct grade-level expectations for the core content
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knowledge and skills that a student is expected to have acquired by each individual grade level from
kindergarten through grade 5.

Leon County Schools’ implements a standards-based instructional approach reflecting state and local
requirements for K-12 education, using the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS)/and
Florida Standards (FS).

Each student’s performance on the Florida Standards Assessment Test English Language Arts (ELA),
Mathematics, and FCAT 2.0 Science tests indicates his or her progress in reaching these expectations.

The Florida Standards (FS) and Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) must meet the
following requirements:

1. English Language Arts Standards (Florida Standards) must establish specific curricular content
for, at a minimum, reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language.

2. Mathematics standards (Florida Standards) must establish specific curricular content for, at a
minimum, algebra, geometry, statistics and probability, number and quantity, functions, and
modeling.

3. Science standards (Next Generation Sunshine State Standards) must establish specific curricular
content for, at a minimum, the nature of science, earth and space science, physical science, and life
science.

4.  Social Studies standards (Next Generation Sunshine State Standards) must establish specific
curricular content for, at a minimum, geography, United States and world history, government,
civics, humanities, and economics, including financial literacy. Financial literacy includes
knowledge, understanding skills, behaviors, attitudes, and values that will enable a student to make
responsible and effective financial decisions on a daily basis. Financial literacy instruction shall be
an integral part of instruction throughout the entire economics course and include information
regarding earning income; buying goods and services; saving and financial investing; taxes; the
use of credit and credit cards; budgeting and debt management, including student loans and
secured loans; banking and financial services; planning for one’s financial future, including higher
education and career planning; credit reports and scores; and fraud and identify theft prevention.

5. Visual and performing arts, physical education, health, and foreign language standards must
establish specific curricular content and include distinct grade level expectations for core content
knowledge and skills that a student is expected to have acquired by each individual grade level
from kindergarten through grade 12.

Health Education

Leon County Schools offers a comprehensive health education curriculum that provides students with
the opportunity to gain knowledge and skills necessary to make healthy choices with the overall goal of
improving quality of life, as well as identify various health/safety influences, positive or negative,
including family, friends, school, community, and media. Students will demonstrate and apply healthy
practices and behaviors to improve personal, family, and community health.

. Fine Arts

Instruction in the fine arts is based on the NGSSS core curriculum for the elementary grades and is
written to communicate what students are expected to know and be able to do in dance, music, theatre,
and the visual arts. The intended result is to effect in students the development of affective, cognitive,
and psychomotor skills in the arts, the joy of self-expression and aesthetic awareness.

. Physical Education

Physical education is defined as the development or maintenance of skills related to strength, agility,
flexibility, movement, and stamina including dance; the development of knowledge and skills regarding
teamwork and fair play; the development of knowledge and skills regarding nutrition and physical
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fitness as part of a healthy lifestyle; and the development of positive attitudes regarding sound nutrition
and physical activity as a component of physical wellbeing.

Instruction is based on the NGSSS that have been adopted by the State Board of Education and delineate
the academic achievement of students in grades K — 5 for which the state holds schools accountable in
the area of physical education.

Students in grades K-5 will be provided 150 minutes of physical education each week (§ 1003.455, Fla.
Stat.). Physical education shall consist of physical activities of at least a moderate intensity level and for
a duration sufficient to provide significant health benefit to students, subject to the differing capabilities
of students. The requirement shall be waived for a student who meets one of the following criteria:

1.  The student is enrolled or required to enroll in a remedial course;

2. The parent requests in writing by completing the waiver request form and submitting to the
principal that the student is enrolled in another enrichment or elective course; or

3. The parent indicates in writing by completing the waiver request form and submitting to the
principal that the student is participating in physical activities outside the school day which are
equal to or in excess of the mandated requirement.

Parents will be notified of the waiver options annually prior to the scheduling of classes for the following
school year.

E. Character Education

Leon County Schools has adopted character education in the elementary schools that is secular in nature.
The curriculum stresses the qualities of patriotism; responsibility; citizenship; kindness; respect for
authority, life, liberty, and personal property; honesty; charity; self-control; racial, ethnic, and religious
tolerance; and cooperation (8 1003.42(2)(s), Fla. Stat.).

F. Integrated Areas of Study

Topics, which are not course specific, but are supported by state statute, will be integrated into the
curriculum (8 1003.42, Fla. Stat.).

II. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

A. Kindergarten Readiness Screening

The statewide kindergarten screening must be administered to each student in the school district within
the first 30 school days of each school year as outlined in § 1002.69(1), Fla. Stat.

The Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener (FLKRS) implemented by the Department of Education
consists of:

e The Early Childhood Observational Screener (ECHOS)
and
o Florida Assessments for Instruction In Reading (FAIR)

This screening assesses the readiness of each student for kindergarten based upon the performance
standards adopted by the DOE under § 1002.67(1), Fla. Stat., for the VVoluntary Prekindergarten
Program.

B. Regular Promotion

The evaluation of each student’s progress will be based upon the student’s classroom work,
observations, tests, district and state assessments, and other relevant information in terms of appropriate
instructional goals established by the Florida Department of Education’s NGSSS or FS. The primary
responsibility for authorizing grade placement for the next year is that of professional staff members,
subject to review and approval of the principal and superintendent, and subject to state statute, the rules
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of the State Board of Education and/or the Leon County School Board. The only exception is the
Mandatory Grade 3 Retention (§ 1008.25(5)(b), Fla. Stat.).

When establishing student eligibility requirements, principals and school districts must consider, at a
minimum:

1.  The student’s performance on a locally determined assessment, a statewide assessment, or a
statewide, standardized assessment administered pursuant to § 1008.22, Fla. Stat.;

The student’s final passing grade in the grade-specific core courses;
3. The student’s attendance;

Recommendations from one or more of the student’s teachers in core-curricula courses as outlined
in § 1003.01(14)(a)-(e), Fla. Stat.

No student shall be assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other factors that amount to social
promotion or administrative placement. This does not prevent students from being promoted based upon
exemption according to state law and district policy.

The student’s growth toward the accomplishment of state and district identified minimum levels of
performance in reading, writing, mathematics, and science shall be the primary consideration in
promotion/retention decisions. Student progression decisions consider the effectiveness of core
instruction and the student's response to evidence-based instruction/interventions implemented with
fidelity (8 1008.25(2)(b), Fla. Stat.).

All students shall be afforded every opportunity to meet achievement expectations. Students not meeting
district/state identified minimum levels of performance must receive intensive instructional support in
order to accelerate the student’s rate of progress towards standards.

Grade Level Promotional Standards
1. Kindergarten

Promotion of students in Kindergarten will be determined by teacher judgment and the
recommendation of the school site administrator based on the following indicators:

e Master each FS at 70% or greater in English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics

e Attain a grade equivalent (GE) score of 1.0 GE by year’s end on an individualized assessment in
the subjects of reading and math

o Exhibit letter and sound fluency equal to kindergarten end-of-year expectations
2. First Grade

Promotion of students in First Grade will be determined by teacher judgment and the
recommendation of the school site administrator based on the following indicators:

e Master each FS at 70% or greater in ELA and Mathematics

e Attain a grade equivalent (GE) score of 2.0 GE by year’s end on an individualized assessment in
the subjects of reading and math

¢ Read with accuracy and fluency equal to first grade end-of-year expectations
3. Second Grade

Promotion of students in Second Grade will be determined by teacher judgment and the
recommendation of the school site administrator based on the following indicators:

e Master each FS at 70% or greater in ELA and Mathematics

e Attain a grade equivalent (GE) score of 3.0 GE by year’s end on an individualized assessment in
the subjects of reading and math
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¢ Read with accuracy and fluency equal to second grade end-of-year expectations
4. Third Grade

Promotion of students in Third Grade will be determined by teacher judgment and the
recommendation of the school site administrator based on the following indicators:

e Master each FS at 70% or greater in ELA and Mathematics

e Attain a grade equivalent (GE) score of 4.0 GE by year’s end on an individualized assessment in
the subjects of reading and math

¢ Read with accuracy and fluency equal to third grade end-of-year expectations
e Score at Level 3 or higher on FSA Reading and Mathematics
5. Fourth Grade

Promotion of students in Fourth Grade will be determined by teacher judgment and the
recommendation of the school site administrator based on the following indicators:

e Master each FS at 70% or greater in ELA and Mathematics

e Attain a grade equivalent (GE) score of 5.0 GE by year’s end on an individualized assessment in
the subjects of reading and math

¢ Read with accuracy and fluency equal to fourth grade end-of-year expectations
e Score Level 3 or higher on both FSA Reading and Mathematics
6. Fifth Grade

Promotion of students in Fifth Grade will be determined by teacher judgment and the
recommendation of the school site administrator based on the following indicators:

e Master each FS at 70% or greater in ELA and Mathematics

e Attain a grade equivalent (GE) score of 6.0 GE by year’s end on an individualized assessment in
the subjects of reading and math

e Read with accuracy and fluency equal to fifth grade end-of-year expectations
e Score Level 3 or higher on both FSA Reading, Mathematics and FCAT 2.0 Science

C. Progression Alternates
1. Acceleration

Accelerated promotion is designed for a student with exceptionally high achievement who possesses
physical and social/emotional maturity such that the student may benefit from assignment to a higher
grade level than the one to which the student would normally be assigned. An elementary student
may be granted an accelerated promotion from an elementary school to a middle school. It will be
the principal’s responsibility to make a recommendation of acceleration to the Superintendent or his
designee, who will make the final decision, subject to state statute, the rules of the State Board of
Education and/or the Leon County School Board.

2. Retention

a.  Student retention is to be used as the last resort to provide students with additional time to
master skills required for success in the next higher grade. Any student being considered for
possible retention should be referred to the school-based Intervention Assistance Team. Parents
are to be notified of the fact that retention is being considered through progress alerts, quarterly
report cards, and/or a letter. The principal in collaboration with the designated director has the
final decision, subject to state statute, the rules of the State Board of Education and/or the Leon
County School Board.
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Prior to retention, students must receive documented remediation as required by the progress
monitoring/RTI plan.

Students with disabilities on regular student progression must meet the same promotion
requirements as general education students. These students may have accommodations that help
them to compensate for the effects of their disabilities.

Accommodations are made in the area of instruction and assessment. Expectations for student
achievement do not change when accommaodations are used.

It is the principal's responsibility to recommend retention for a student on Special Student
Progression based upon information from the Individual Educational Plan (IEP) team.

The IEP team’s decision to recommend retention for a student with disabilities on special
progression is based upon lack of progress toward mastery of IEP annual goals and lack of
mastery of NGSSS Access Points. A student who does not show progress toward mastery of the
IEP annual goals may be retained.

School personnel considering retention of an English Language Learner (ELL) student should
consult with the ELL Committee. A formal retention recommendation regarding an ELL
student may be made through action of an ELL Committee (Fla. Admin. Code R. 6A-
1.09432(6)).

Students who are retained must be given a different educational experience from the one they
had previously in that grade. The nature of this experience will be determined by the school
staff through a diagnosis of each student’s needs and shall include consideration of the
student’s learning style.

Any decision as to promotion or retention of a student after the school year begins should be
examined on a case-by-case basis using all available student data.

Promote with Interventions

a.

Students who have not mastered grade level benchmarks in reading and/or math may be
promoted with interventions in lieu of retention based on the recommendation of the classroom
teacher and principal. A student promoted with interventions must receive a minimum of thirty
additional minutes of remedial instruction per day in the deficient area. In addition,
documentation of the interventions provided to the child and consistent progress monitoring to
determine the effectiveness of the interventions will be required throughout the school year.

Parents are to be notified that the child is being promoted with interventions through a letter or
conference.

Reporting to Parents

a
b
C.
d.
e
f

Parents will be notified in writing:

If a student’s progress is below the standards established for the student’s grade placement.
If the student is not progressing satisfactorily in any subject.

If the student is being considered for retention.

When current and proposed supplemental remedial services are being provided to the child.

To explain that if the reading deficiency is not remediated by the end of grade 3, the child will
be retained, unless promoted with good cause exemption.

To outline the student’s results on each statewide assessment. In addition, parents must be
notified annually of their child’s progress towards achieving state and district expectations for
proficiency in reading, writing, mathematics, science, and social studies.
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I11.

D. Exceptional Student Education Elementary Special Progression

The Individual Educational Plan (IEP) team will determine if an ESE student will follow the Regular or
Special Student Progression Plan. This decision will be documented on the IEP. Every attempt will be
made to insure that the ESE student has the opportunity to follow the Regular Student Progression Plan.
If the Individual Education Plan team recommends that the student follow the Special Student
Progression Plan, the parent must give consent for instruction using the Next Generation Sunshine State
Standards Access Points.

Students with disabilities, following the general education curriculum, must meet the state or district
levels of performance for student progression unless the student’s individual education plan (IEP) team
has determined, and the parent consented, the student should follow a modified curriculum aligned with
the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards Access Points and exceptional student education access
course requirements.

It is the principal's responsibility to recommend promotion of a student on Special Student Progression
based on information from the IEP team, subject to state statute, the rules of the State Board of
Education and/or the Leon County School Board.

The IEP team’s decision to recommend promotion of a student to the principal should be based on
progress toward mastery of NGSSS Access Points, progress toward mastery of his/her annual goals, and
may include additional factors. Progress towards mastery of annual goal(s) will be assessed and
documented on the IEP.

MANDATORY RETENTION THIRD GRADE

NOTE: Pursuant to HB 7069, 2015: Until such time as an independent verification of the psychometric
validity of the statewide, standardized assessments first implemented in 2014-2015 is provided, for purposes
of grade 3 English Language Arts student performance pursuant to § 1008.25(5), Fla. Stat., and high school
graduation requirements pursuant to 8§ 1003.4282, Fla. Stat., student performance on the 2014-2015
statewide, standardized assessments shall be linked to 2013-2014 student performance expectations. Students
who score in the bottom quintile on the 2014-2015 grade 3 English Language Arts assessment shall be
identified as students at risk of retention. School districts must notify parents of such students, provide
evidence as outlined in 8 1008.25(6)(b), Fla. Stat., and provide the appropriate intervention and support
services for student success in grade 4.

To be promoted to grade 4, a student must score a Level 2 or higher on the statewide, standardized English
Language Arts assessment required under § 1008.22, Fla. Stat., for grade 3. If a student's reading deficiency
is not remedied by the end of grade 3, as demonstrated by scoring Level 2 or higher on the statewide,
standardized assessment required under § 1008.22, Fla. Stat., for grade 3, the student must be retained.

The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading, must be notified in writing of the
following:

1. That his or her child has been identified as having a substantial deficiency in reading.
2. A description of the current services that are provided to the child.

3. A description of the proposed supplemental instructional services and supports that will be provided to
the child that are designed to remediate the identified area of reading deficiency.

If the child's reading deficiency is not remediated by the end of grade 3, the child must be retained unless he
or she is exempt from mandatory retention for good cause.

The statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment is not the sole determiner of promotion and
that additional evaluations, portfolio reviews, and assessments are available for the child to assist parents and
the school district in knowing when a child is reading at or above grade level and ready for grade promotion,

(§ 1008.25, Fla. Stat.).
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A. Good Cause Exemptions

Exemption 1:

Exemption 2:

Exemption 3:

Exemption 4:

Exemption 5:

Exemption 6:

Exemption 7:

Limited English proficient students who have had less than 2 years of instruction in an
English for Speakers of Other Languages program based on the initial date of entry into
a school in the United States.

Students with disabilities whose individual education plan indicates that participation in
the statewide assessment program is not appropriate, consistent with the requirements
of State Board of Education Rule.

Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on an alternate
standardized reading assessment approved by the State Board of Education.

Students who demonstrate, through a student portfolio, that the student is reading on
grade level as evidenced by demonstration of mastery of the content standards in
reading equal to at least a Level 2 performance on the statewide standardized reading
assessment.

Students with disabilities who take the statewide, standardized Reading assessment or,
upon implementation, the English Language Arts assessment and who have an
individual education plan or a Section 504 plan that reflects that the student has
received intensive instruction in reading or English Language Arts for more than 2
years but still demonstrates a deficiency and was previously retained in kindergarten,
grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3.

Students who have received intensive reading intervention for 2 or more years but still
demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who were previously retained in kindergarten,
grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3 for a total of 2 years. A student may not be retained more
than once in grade 3.

Students who have received intensive remediation in reading or English Language Arts
for 2 or more years but still demonstrate a deficiency and who were previously retained
in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3 for a total of 2 years. Intensive instruction
for students so promoted must include an altered instructional day that includes
specialized diagnostic information and specific reading strategies for each student. The
district school board shall assist schools and teachers to implement reading strategies
that research has shown to be successful in improving reading among low-performing
readers.

Note: Students qualifying for one of the six good cause exemptions may be promoted to the fourth

grade.

B. Requests for Good Cause Exemptions

Florida Statute § 1008.25(6)(c), requires that requests for good cause exemptions for students from the
mandatory retention requirement must include the following:

1.  Documentation submitted from the student’s teacher to the principal that indicates that the
promotion of the student is appropriate and is based on the student’s academic record.

2. Discussion between the teachers and the school principal to review the recommendation and make
the determination if the student should be promoted or retained.

3. The principal submits the recommendation in writing through the area director to the
superintendent.

4.  The superintendent accepts or rejects the recommendation in writing.
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C. Progression for Retained Grade 3 Readers

Retained students whose reading deficiency has not been remediated by the end of third grade must be
provided intensive interventions in reading, to improve the student’s specific reading deficiency, as
identified by a valid and reliable diagnostic assessment.

This intensive intervention must include effective instructional strategies, and appropriate teaching
methodologies necessary to assist those students in becoming successful readers, able to read at or above
grade level, and ready for promotion to the next grade.

The district shall:

1.

Provide third grade students who are retained with intensive instructional services and supports to
remediate the identified areas of reading deficiency, including participation in the school district’s
summer reading camp and a minimum of 90 minutes of daily, uninterrupted, scientifically
research-based reading instruction which includes phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension and other strategies prescribed by the school district, which may
include, but are not limited to:

a Integration of science and social studies content within the 90-minute block
b Small group instruction

c Reduced teacher-student ratios

d. More frequent progress monitoring

e Tutoring or mentoring

f Transition classes containing 3rd and 4th grade students

g Extended school day, week, or year

Provide written notification to the parent of a student who is retained that his or her child has not
met the proficiency level required for promotion and the reasons the child is not eligible for a good
cause exemption. The notification must comply with the provisions of § 1002.20(15), Fla. Stat.
and must include a description of proposed interventions and supports that will be provided to the
child to remediate the identified areas of reading deficiency.

Implement a policy for the midyear promotion of a student retained who can demonstrate that he
or she is a successful and independent reader and performing, at or above grade level in reading or,
upon implementation of English Language Arts assessments, performing at or above grade level in
English Language Arts. Tools that the school district may use in reevaluating a student retained
may include subsequent assessments, alternative assessments, and portfolio reviews, in accordance
with rules of the State Board of Education.

Provide students who are retained with a highly effective high-performing teacher as determined
by the teacher’s performance evaluation under § 1012.34, Fla. Stat.

Establish at each school, when applicable, an Intensive Acceleration Class for retained grade 3
students who subsequently score Level 1 on the required statewide, standardized assessment. The
focus of the Intensive Acceleration Class shall be to increase a child’s reading and English
Language Arts skill level at least two grade levels in 1 school year.

The Intensive Acceleration Class shall:

a.

Be provided to a student in grade 3 who scores Level 1 on the statewide, standardized Reading
assessment or upon implementation, the English Language Arts assessment, and who was retained
in grade 3 the prior year because of scoring Level 1.
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b. Have a reduced teacher-student ratio.

C. Provide uninterrupted reading instruction for the majority of student contact time each day and
incorporate opportunities to master the grade 4 Next Generation Sunshine State Standards in other
core subject areas.

d.  Use areading program that is scientifically research-based and has proven results in accelerating
student reading achievement within the same school year.

e. Provide intensive language and vocabulary instruction using a scientifically research-based
program, including use of speech-language therapist.

The district reports to the State Board of Education on the specific intensive reading interventions and
supports implemented at the school district level (§ 1008.25(7)(b)9, Fla. Stat.).

The district will provide a student, who has been retained in Grade 3 and has received intensive
instructional services but is still not ready for grade promotion, the option of being placed in a
transitional instructional setting. Such setting shall specifically be designed to produce learning gains
sufficient to meet Grade 4 performance standards while continuing to remediate the areas of reading
deficiency.

D. Mid-Year Promotion

Mid-year promotion of a retained 3rd grade student may occur once the student has demonstrated the
ability to read at or above grade level and is ready to be promoted to 4th grade. Tools that may be used in
reevaluating any student retained may include subsequent assessments, alternative assessments, and
portfolio reviews (8§ 1008.25(7)(b)4, Fla. Stat.).

Mid-year promotion means promotion of a retained student at any time during the year of retention once
the student has demonstrated ability to read at grade level. Students promoted during the school year
after November 1 must demonstrate proficiency levels in reading equivalent to the level necessary for
the beginning of grade 4. The rules adopted by the State Board of Education must include standards that
provide a reasonable expectation that the student's progress is sufficient to master appropriate grade 4
level reading skills (§ 1008.25(7)(b)3, Fla. Stat.).

[V. STUDENT READING INTERVENTION

Any elementary student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading based on locally determined
assessments, statewide assessments conducted in kindergarten or grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3, or through
teacher observations must be given intensive reading instruction immediately following the identification of
the reading deficiency. The student's reading proficiency must be monitored and the intensive instruction
must continue until the student demonstrates grade level proficiency in a manner determined by the district,
which may include achieving a Level 3 on the statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment.

For elementary students not participating in the statewide reading assessment, substantial deficiency in
reading is measured by a normed percentile score. For students required to participate in the statewide
assessment, a substantial deficiency in reading is defined by scoring Level 1 or Level 2 on the Florida
Standards Assessment Test (FSA) in Reading. Students who exhibit a substantial deficiency in reading must
be provided with additional diagnostic assessments to determine the nature of the student’s difficulty, the
areas of academic need, and strategies for appropriate intervention and instruction.

Immediate intensive intervention must be provided daily for all students who have been identified with a
reading deficiency. This intervention must be in addition to or as an extension of the ninety (90) minute
reading block in a smaller group size setting or one on one. The student must continue to be provided with
intensive reading instruction until the reading deficiency is remedied.

The reading proficiency of students transferring in to the district will be evaluated to determine if
remediation is appropriate (8 1008.25, Fla. Admin. Code R. 6A-6.054(1)).
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V. PUPIL PROGRESS REPORTS

A. Report Cards

Report cards shall be issued to students in grades K-5 each nine weeks to inform parents of the child’s
progress. Grades on report cards must clearly reflect the student’s level of achievement.

The final report card for the school year will indicate the following designations:

e Promoted
e Promoted with Interventions
e Retained

No penalty or reward shall be reflected in a student’s academic grade for his/her conduct. Report cards
will contain separate designations for:

e Behavior
o  Work/Study Skills

B. Progress Alerts

Parents of students in grades K-5 shall receive a progress alert if there are concerns about the student’s
social/academic/development progress. Progress alerts should be sent home no later than the last day of
each grading period.

Progress for ESE students on annual goals must be monitored and periodically reported to parents. The
IEP team must review the student’s IEP at least annually to determine whether annual goals are being
met. The IEP may be revised at any time to address any lack of expected progress toward annual goals or
in the general curriculum.

C. Conferences

Conferences regarding individual student achievement will be held with parents/guardians during the
first nine-weeks for grades K through 1 and the first semester of school for all students in grades 2
through 5. A conference will be held during the third nine weeks for all K-5 students not meeting
minimum proficiency levels.

VI. GRADING SCALES

A. Grading Codes — Kindergarten through Fifth Grades

The Report Card uses the codes “A, B, C, D, and F” for students working on grade level. Student
achievement codes are not based on a student’s work on his/her own instructional level, but reflect the
student’s performance as outlined by the Grade Level Benchmarks.

A Student has learned and can use at least 90% of the skills/concepts/processes outlined by the Grade
Level Florida Standards taught during the nine weeks and daily work consistently meets high
quality standards

B Student has learned and can use at least 80% of the skills/concepts/processes outlined by the Grade
Level Florida Standards taught during the nine weeks and daily work consistently meets high
quality standards

C  Student has learned and can use at least 70% of the skills/concepts/process outlined by the Grade
Level Florida Standards taught during the nine weeks and daily work consistently meets
acceptable standards

D  Student has learned and can use at least 60% of the skills/concepts/processes outlined by the Grade
Level Florida Standards taught during the nine weeks or daily work is inconsistent in meeting
acceptable standards
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F Student has learned and can use less than 60% of the skills/concepts/processes outlined by the
Grade Level Florida Standards taught during the nine weeks or daily work does not meet
acceptable standards most of the time

The percentages indicated for the codes above should not be interpreted as a statistical percentage of the
benchmarks within a domain. Individual benchmarks may be more or less inclusive in their coverage of
the breadth of an area and benchmarks may differ in degree of complexity. These factors must be
considered when a teacher is determining if a student has achieved the requisite, percentage of the
skills/concepts/processes outlined by the standards and therefore, should be assigned a certain grade.

Academic grades will not appear for Kindergarten students the first grading period. In lieu of academic
grades the first nine week period, the parents or guardian of a kindergarten student will be notified about
the student’s academic progress through conferencing with the teacher.

VII. BEHAVIOR AND WORK/STUDY SKILLS

E

< Z

Student is very consistent in demonstrating all characteristics listed under Behavior and Work/Study
Skills

Student demonstrates characteristics listed under Behavior and Work/Study Skills most of the time
Student is inconsistent in demonstrating the characteristics listed under Behavior and Work/Study Skills
Student consistently demonstrates this individual behavior/skill
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MIDDLE SCHOOL

L.

PROGRAM OF STUDY
A. Middle School Instruction

B.

It is the intent of the Florida Legislature that each student‘s progression from one grade to another be
determined, in part, upon proficiency in reading, writing, science and mathematics; that District School
Board policies facilitate such proficiency; and that each student and his or her parent/legal guardian be
informed of that student’s academic progress.

Leon County Schools has established a comprehensive program of study that includes standards for
evaluating student performance, specific levels of achievement in reading, writing, science and
mathematics for each grade level, and levels of performance on statewide assessments. Leon County
Schools shall provide all courses necessary for instruction and promotion to ensure that students meet all
appropriate State Board of Education adopted standards (Next Generation Sunshine State
Standards/Florida State Standards), (§ 1003.413, Fla. Stat.).

State Standards

The Leon County School District is required to teach, and students are required to meet state curriculum
standards as defined by the Florida Department of Education. Florida State Standards establish the core
content of the curricula to be taught in the state and specify the core content knowledge and skills that
Kindergarten through 12th grade public school students are expected to acquire. The standards must
include distinct grade level expectations for the core content knowledge that students should acquire at
each grade level K-12. All teachers are expected to be proficient in teaching those standards that are
applicable to the course, subject, and grade level of their students. The grading system employed by
Leon County Schools communicates to parents their student’s level of performance based on
achievement of these standards.

Standards must be rigorous and relevant and provide for the logical, sequential progression of core
curricular content that incrementally increases a student’s core content knowledge and skills over time.
Curricular content for all subjects must integrate critical-thinking, problem-solving, and workforce-
literacy skills; skills in communication, reading, and writing; mathematics; collaboration; contextual and
applied-learning skills; technology-literacy; information and media-literacy; and civic-engagement. The
standards must include distinct grade-level expectations for the core content knowledge and skills that a
student is expected to have acquired by each individual grade level from kindergarten through grade 8.
The standards for grades 9 through 12 may be organized by grade clusters of more than one grade level
except as otherwise provided for visual and performing arts, physical education, health, and foreign
language standards (&8 1003.41, Fla. Stat.).

Leon County Schools’ has implemented this standards-based instructional approach reflecting state and
local requirements for K-12 education, using the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards
(NGSSS)/Florida Standards (FS).

Each student’s performance on the Florida Standards Assessment Test (FSA) in Reading, Writing,
Mathematics, and FCAT 2.0 Science tests indicates his or her progress in reaching these expectations.

The Next Generation Sunshine State Standards must meet the following requirements (8 1003.41(2), Fla.
Stat.):

1. English Language Arts standards (Florida Standards) must establish specific curricular content for,
at a minimum, reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language.

2. Science standards (Next Generation Sunshine State Standards) must establish specific curricular
content for, at a minimum, the nature of science, earth and space science, physical science, and life
science.

30



3. Mathematics standards (Florida Standards) must establish specific curricular content for, at a
minimum, algebra, geometry, statistics and probability, number and quantity, functions, and
modeling.

4. Social Studies standards (Next Generation Sunshine State Standards) must establish specific
curricular content for, at a minimum, geography, United States and world history, government,
civics, humanities, and economics, including financial literacy.

5. Visual and performing arts, physical education, health, and foreign language standards must
establish specific curricular content and include distinct grade level expectations for core content
knowledge and skills that a student is expected to have acquired by each individual grade level from
kindergarten through grade 12.

C. General Requirements for Middle Grades Promotion (8§ 1003.4156, Fla. Stat.)

In order for a student to be promoted to high school from a school that includes middle grades 6, 7, and
8, the student must successfully complete the following courses:

1. English/Language Arts
Three (3) middle grades or higher courses in English Language Arts (ELA).
2. Mathematics

Three middle grades or higher courses in mathematics. Each school that includes middle grades must
offer at least one high school level mathematics course for which students may earn high school
credit.

Successful completion of a high school level Algebra | or Geometry course is not contingent upon
the student’s performance on the statewide, standardized end-of-course (EOC) assessment.

However, to earn high school credit for Algebra I, a middle grades student must take the statewide,
standardized Algebra | EOC assessment, and pass the course. Beginning with the 2013-2014 school
year and thereafter, a student’s performance on the Algebra | EOC assessment constitutes 30 percent
of the student’s final course grade. To earn high school credit for a Geometry course, a middle
grades student must take the statewide, standardized Geometry EOC assessment, which constitutes
30 percent of the student’s final course grade, and earn a passing grade in the course.

3. Social Studies

Beginning with students entering grade 6 in the 2012-2013 school year, one of these courses must be
at least a one-semester civics education course that includes the roles and responsibilities of federal,
state, and local governments; the structures and functions of the legislative, executive, and judicial
branches of government; and the meaning and significance of historic documents, such as the
Avrticles of Confederation, the Declaration of Independence, and the Constitution of the United
States.

Beginning with the 2013-2014 school year, each student’s performance on the statewide,
standardized EOC assessment in civics education required under § 1008.22, Fla. Stat., constitutes 30
percent of the student’s final course grade.

A middle grades student who transfers into the state’s public school system from out of country, out
of state, a private school, or a home education program after the beginning of the second term of
grade 8 is not required to meet the civics education requirement for promotion from the middle
grades if the student’s transcript documents passage of three courses in social studies or two year-
long courses in social studies that include coverage of civics education.

4. Science

Three middle grades or higher courses in science. Successful completion of a high school level
Biology | course is not contingent upon the student’s performance on the statewide, standardized
EOC assessment required under § 1008.22, Fla. Stat. However, beginning with the 2012-2013 school
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year, to earn high school credit for a Biology | course, a middle grades student must take the
statewide, standardized Biology | EOC assessment, which constitutes 30 percent of the student’s
final course grade, and earn a passing grade in the course.

Career and Education Planning

One course in career and education planning to be completed in 6th, 7th, or 8th grade. The course
may be taught by any member of the instructional staff. At a minimum, the course must be Internet-
based, easy to use, and customizable to each student and include research-based assessments to assist
students in determining educational and career options and goals. In addition, the course must result
in a completed personalized academic and career plan for the student; must emphasize the
importance of entrepreneurship skills; must emphasize technology or the application of technology
in career fields. Beginning in the 2014-2015 academic year, must include information from the
Department of Economic Opportunity’s economic security report as described in § 445.07, Fla. Stat.
The required personalized academic and career plan must inform students of high school graduation
requirements, including a detailed explanation of the diploma designation options provided under s.
1003.4285; high school assessment and college entrance test requirements; Florida Bright Futures
Scholarship Program requirements; state university and Florida College System institution admission
requirements; available opportunities to earn college credit in high school, including Advanced
Placement courses; the International Baccalaureate Program; the Advanced International Certificate
of Education Program; dual enrollment, including career dual enrollment; and career education
courses, including career-themed courses and courses that lead to industry certification pursuant to §
1003.492 or § 1008.44, Fla. Stat.

Each school must inform parents about the course curriculum and activities. Each student shall
complete a personal education plan that must be signed by the student and the student’s parent. The
Department of Education shall develop course frameworks and professional development materials
for the career and education planning course. The course may be implemented as a stand-alone
course or integrated into another course or courses.

Health Education

Middle school curriculum includes comprehensive health education that addresses concepts of
community health; consumer health; environmental health; family life, including an awareness of the
benefits of sexual abstinence as the expected standard and the consequences of teenage pregnancy;
personal health; prevention and control of disease; and substance use and abuse (8§ 1003.42(2)(n),
Fla. Stat.).

Any student whose parent presents a written request to the principal shall be exempted from the
teaching of reproductive health or any disease, including HIV/AIDS, its symptoms, development,
and treatment. A student so exempted may not be penalized by reason of the exemption (8
1003.42(3), Fla. Stat.).

Physical Education

Physical Education is defined as the development or maintenance of skills related to strength, agility,
flexibility, movement and stamina including dance; the development of knowledge and skills
regarding teamwork and fair play; the development of knowledge and skills regarding nutrition and
physical fitness as part of a healthy lifestyle and the development of positive attitudes regarding
sound nutrition and physical activity as a component of physical well-being.

The physical education program is designed to stress physical fitness and encourage healthy, active
lifestyles. The program shall consist of physical activities of at least moderate intensity and for a
duration that is sufficient to provide a significant health benefit to students, subject to the differing
abilities of the students.

Activities promoting physical education shall be regularly scheduled for students in grades six
through eight and may be provided through formal physical education courses, regularly scheduled
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intramural activities, and/or regularly scheduled school-wide activities. It is recommended that
students in Grades six through eight participate in 225 minutes of physical education each week (8
1003.455, Fla. Stat.).

The requirement shall be waived for a student who meets one of the following criteria:

e The student is enrolled or required to enroll in a remedial course;

e The parent requests in writing by completing the waiver request form and submitting to the
principal that the student enroll in another enrichment or elective course; or

e The parent indicates in writing by completing the waiver request form and submitting to the
principal that the student is participating in physical activities outside the school day which are
equal to or in excess of the mandated requirement.

o Parents will be notified of the waiver options annually prior to the scheduling of classes for the
following school year.

D. The Credit Acceleration Program (CAP)

1. The Credit Acceleration Program (CAP) was created for the purpose of allowing a student to earn
high school credit in Algebra I, Algebra Il, geometry, United States history, or biology if the student
passes the statewide, standardized assessment administered under § 1008.22, Fla. Stat. Leon County
Schools shall award course credit to a student who is not enrolled in the course, or who has not
completed the course, if the student attains a passing score on the corresponding statewide,
standardized assessment. Leon County Schools permits a student who is not enrolled in the course,
or who has not completed the course, to take the assessment during the regular administration of the
assessment.

2. If astudent fails a course requiring an EOC to earn credit, but attains a score indicating satisfactory
performance on the corresponding EOC, credit will be awarded for the course as prescribed by state
statute. Students must retake the course in order to use the grade forgiveness policy. The failing
grade will be calculated in the GPA unless the student retakes the course and earns a “C” or above (8§
1003.4295, Fla. Stat.).

E. Students with Disabilities on Special Progression

F.

The Individual Educational Plan (IEP) team will determine if an ESE student will follow the Regular or
Special Student Progression Plan. This decision will be documented on the IEP. If the Individual
Education Plan team recommends that the student follow the Special Student Progression Plan, the
parent must give consent for instruction using the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards Access
Points.

Every attempt will be made to insure that the ESE student has the opportunity to follow the Regular
Student Progression Plan. The student's individual program of study is determined by strengths, areas of
educational need, and present levels of performance as indicated by the IEP. Students on a Special
Student Progression Plan should follow a modified curriculum aligned with the Next Generation
Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) Access Points or Common Core connectors and exceptional student
education access courses. Students may enroll in general education courses as well.

Progress for ESE students on annual goals must be monitored and periodically reported to parents. The
IEP team must review the student’s IEP at least annually to determine whether annual goals are being
met. The IEP may be revised at any time to address any lack of expected progress toward annual goals or
in the general curriculum.

Grade and Citizenship Honor Rolls follow the individual school criteria for recognition.
Parent Notice of Curriculum

Each school must hold a parent meeting in the evening or on a weekend to inform parents about the
course curriculum and activities (§ 1003.4156, Fla. Stat.).
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II. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

A. Promotion Requirements

Middle school students in Leon County schools are expected to meet state and local performance
standards as follows:

Grades 6, 7, & 8

1.

Earn a yearly final grade of “D” or better in language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies
Middle School Students must meet the following requirements to be promoted to the next grade:

Promotion to Grade 7

A sixth grade student must have earned a final grade of “D” or better in two of the four core courses;
English, mathematics, science, or social studies.

Students who are retained and completely recover the failed course may have the opportunity for
midyear promotion as determined by the school principal, subject to state statute, the rules of the
State Board of Education and/or the Leon County School Board.

Promotion to Grade 8

A seventh grade student must have earned a final grade of “D” or better in two of four core seventh
grade courses; English, mathematics, science, or social studies and the required sixth grade courses.

Students must earn a passing final grade in all previous academic courses.

Students who are retained and completely recover the failed course may have the opportunity for
midyear promotion as determined by the school principal, subject to state statute, the rules of the
State Board of Education and/or the Leon County School Board.

Promotion to Grade 9
An eighth grade student must meet the following criteria:

o Earnafinal grade of “D” or better in three (3) yearlong courses taught at the middle school level
or higher in each of the following areas:

e English (emphasizing literature, composition, and technical text)
e Mathematics
e Science

e Social studies, one (1) semester of which must include the study of state, federal, and civics
education

e A passing grade of “D” or better in one (1) career and education planning course to be
completed in grade seven or eight, which can be a stand-alone course or instruction integrated
into an existing course or courses.

34



B. State Grading Scale (8 1003.437, Fla. Stat.)

A grading system of A, B, C, D, or F is used at the end of the grading period for each course. Grades
reflect a student’s achievement of grade level standards within the respective courses. The grading
system and interpretation of letter grades used to measure student success in middle grade (6th through
8th) courses for students enrolled Leon County Schools shall be as follows:

Letter Grade Percent Value Point Value Definition
A 90 - 100% 4 Outstanding
B 80 - 89% 3 Above Average
C 70 - 79% 2 Average
D 60 - 69% 1 Below Average
F 0-59% 0 Failure
I 0% 0 Incomplete

All students are continually monitored for progress throughout the school year and instruction is adjusted
accordingly to help students reach their full potential. A student repeatedly earning a grade of “F” on the
Middle School Report Card is in danger of not meeting expectations for promotion to the next grade
level.

C. End-of-Course Grades

An end-of-course grade for each course will be computed by adding the numerical value of the available
grades and dividing the number of grades recorded. (If a student is present all year this would be four
nine-week grades divided by four.) Grades will be averaged according to the following scale:

Letter Grade Point Range
A 3.50-4.00
B 2.50-3.49
C 1.50-2.49
D 0.75-1.49
F 0.00-0.74

A student must earn four or more grade points in a year, at least one of which must be earned during the
second semester.

D. Students with Disabilities on Special Progression

Students with disabilities, following the general education curriculum, must meet the state or district
levels of performance for student progression unless the student’s individual education plan (IEP) team,
with parental consent, has determined the student should follow a modified curriculum aligned with the
Next Generation Sunshine State Standards Access Points and exceptional student education access
course requirements.

It is the principal's responsibility to recommend promotion of a student on Special Student Progression
based upon information from the Individual Educational Plan (IEP) team, subject to state statute, the
rules of the State Board of Education and/or the Leon County School Board.

The IEP team’s decision to recommend promotion of a student to the principal should be based upon
progress toward mastery of NGSSS Access Points, progress toward mastery of his/her annual goals, and
may include additional factors. Progress towards mastery of annual goal(s) will be assessed and
documented on the IEP.
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III. REMEDIATION AND ACCELERATION

A. Academically Challenging Curriculum, to Enhance Learning (ACCEL)/ Vertical Acceleration
1. Each school must offer the following ACCEL options:

e whole-grade and midyear promotion,
e subject matter acceleration,
e and virtual instruction in higher grade-level subjects.

2. Additional ACCEL options may include but are not limited to:

enriched science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) coursework, enrichment
programs, flexible grouping, advanced academic courses, combined classes, self-paced instruction,
rigorous industry certifications that are articulated to college credit and approved, work-related
internships or apprenticeships, curriculum compacting, advanced-content instruction, and
telescoping curriculum. Information about these options shall be made available to the parents by the
school, pursuant to § 1003.492 & § 1008.44, Fla. Stat.

3. Student Eligibility Considerations

The principal, after consultation with the parent/guardian, guidance counselors, teachers, and the
Division Director of Secondary Education shall determine if placement in an above-grade level
course offered by a Leon County School or grade level acceleration is appropriate.

Factors considered in making this placement decision shall include, but not be limited to:

e The student’s performance on a locally determined assessment, a statewide assessment, or a
statewide, standardized assessment administered (§ 1008.22, Fla. Stat.).

e The student’s grade point average.

e The student’s attendance and conduct record.

e Recommendations from one or more of the student’s teachers in core-curricula courses as
defined in § 1003.01(14)(a)-(e), Fla. Stat.

e A recommendation from a certified school counselor if one is assigned to the school in which
the student is enrolled.

e The student’s academic history, standardized test performance, current final exam
performance, the student’s attendance and conduct record.

Placement decisions shall be made on a case-by-case basis and the decision of the principal is final.
All placement decisions shall be made on an annual basis and students shall be required to petition
the principal each year they wish to enroll in above grade level courses. If a student participates in an
ACCEL option pursuant to a parent’s request, a performance contract must be executed by the
student, the parent, and the principal. If a principal initiates a student’s participation in an ACCEL
option, the student’s parent must be notified. A performance contract is not required when a
principal initiates participation but may be used at the discretion of the principal.

B. High School Credit Courses in Middle Schools

Students will be screened to determine readiness for high school credit classes in middle school using
appropriate assessment and district set criteria. All middle school students will be given the opportunity
to participate in the screening.

Students may enroll in high school credit courses that are offered on the middle school campus. Students
must fulfill high school attendance requirements for these courses.

Students enrolled in a high school credit science course must remain co-enrolled in an Algebra 1 or
higher math class in order to meet upper level high school science course prerequisites, unless
determined otherwise by the school principal.
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Students enrolled in a high school course that requires an end-of course exam will receive credit pursuant
to district guidelines and timelines.

High school credit courses will apply to the student’s promotion requirements in middle school. High
school courses taken while in middle school will be included on the student’s high school transcript and
in the student’s high school grade point average.

C. Grade Forgiveness for High School Courses Taken in Middle School

A student in the middle grades who takes any high school course for high school credit and earns a “C,”
“D,” or “F” may replace the grade with a grade of “C” or higher earned subsequently in the same or
comparable course. Only the new grade shall be used in the calculation of the student’s grade point
average (8 1003.428, Fla. Stat.).

D. Dual Enrollment in Middle School and High School

The dual enrollment program for middle school and high school is designed for the student who has
successfully demonstrated mastery of the highest available middle school course of a subject area. The
student may be permitted in the next sequential course of the subject at the high school campus.

The principal of both the middle school and the high school must agree to the placement. The student
will generate FTE funding for each respective school for the amount of time spent in class in that school.

High school credit courses will be applied to the student’s promotion requirements in middle school.
IV. REPORTING TO PARENTS

A. Class Standards for Grades

Teachers are required to submit their standards, rules, and/or regulations for establishing a grade in their
classes to the principal within two weeks after classes begin. No grade will be assigned without a plan
approved by the principal. Teachers are required to provide approved grading standards and classroom
rules and/or regulations that affect grades in written form to the students they are instructing.

B. Progress Reports

All students will receive an interim progress report during the mid-point of each nine week grading
period. The progress report dates will be published annually by the school and placed on school and
district websites.

Progress reports may be either mailed from the school to the student’s home address or given to the
student. In the latter case, the student is charged with delivering the interim progress report to his/her
parent.

The school will be responsible for maintaining documentation of parent notification. However, the
failure to advise the parent of the student’s academic progress shall not be grounds for modifying a
student’s grades.

C. Report Cards

Report cards shall be issued to students in grades 6-8 each nine weeks to inform parents of the child’s
progress. Grades on report cards must clearly reflect the student’s level of achievement.

The final report card for the school year will indicate promotion or retention.
D. Honor Roll Criteria
Honor roll designations will be determined using the following criteria:
1. All “A” Honor Roll — 4.0 grade point average
2. Honor Roll — 3.0 grade point average with only one grade of C permitted and no grade of D or F
3.  Citizenship Honor Roll — All 3’s in Citizenship
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HIGH SCHOOL

L.

II.

PROGRAM OF STUDY

It is the intent of the Florida Legislature that each student*s progression from one grade to another be
determined, in part, upon proficiency in reading, writing, science and mathematics; that District School
Board policies facilitate such proficiency; and that each student and his or her parent/legal guardian be
informed of that student’s academic progress.

Leon County Schools has established a comprehensive program of study that includes standards for
evaluating student performance, specific levels of achievement in reading, writing, science and mathematics
for each grade level, and levels of performance on statewide assessments. Leon County Schools shall provide
all courses necessary for instruction and promotion to ensure that students meet all appropriate State Board
of Education adopted standards (Next Generation Sunshine State Standards/Florida State Standards), (8
1003.41, Fla. Stat.).

STATE STANDARDS

Leon County Schools is required to teach, and students are required to meet state curriculum standards as
defined by the Florida Department of Education. Florida State Standards establish the core content of the
curricula to be taught in the state and specify the core content knowledge and skills that Kindergarten
through 12th grade public school students are expected to acquire. The standards must include distinct grade
level expectations for the core content knowledge that students should acquire at each grade level K-12. Al
teachers are expected to be proficient in teaching those standards that are applicable to the course, subject,
and grade level of their students. The grading system employed by Leon County Schools communicates to
parents their student’s level of performance based on achievement of these standards.

Standards must be rigorous and relevant and provide for the logical, sequential progression of core curricular
content that incrementally increases a student’s core content knowledge and skills over time. Curricular
content for all subjects must integrate critical-thinking, problem-solving, and workforce-literacy skills;
communication, reading, and writing skills; mathematics skills; collaboration skills; contextual and applied-
learning skills; technology-literacy skills; information and media-literacy skills; and civic-engagement skills.
The standards must include distinct grade-level expectations for the core content knowledge and skills that a
student is expected to have acquired by each individual grade level from kindergarten through grade 8. The
standards for grades 9 through 12 may be organized by grade clusters of more than one grade level except as
otherwise provided for visual and performing arts, physical education, health, and foreign language
standards. Florida is migrating to the Florida Standards and some grades have already implemented them as
required core curriculum (8§ 1003.41, Fla. Stat.).

Leon County Schools’ has implemented this standards-based instructional approach reflecting state and local
requirements for K-12 education, using the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS)/Florida
Standards (FS).

Each student’s performance on the Florida Standards Assessment Test (FSA) Reading, Writing,
Mathematics, and FCAT 2.0 Science tests indicates his or her progress in reaching these expectations.

The Next Generation Sunshine State Standards must meet the following requirements:

1.  English Language Arts standards (Florida Standards) must establish specific curricular content for, at a
minimum, reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language.

2. Science standards (Next Generation Sunshine State Standards) must establish specific curricular content
for, at a minimum, the nature of science, earth and space science, physical science, and life science.

3. Mathematics standards (Florida Standards) must establish specific curricular content for, at a minimum,
algebra, geometry, statistics and probability, number and quantity, functions, and modeling.

4.  Social Studies standards (Next Generation Sunshine State Standards) must establish specific curricular
content for, at a minimum, geography, United States and world history, government, civics, humanities,
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and economics, including financial literacy. Financial literacy includes knowledge, understanding skills,
behaviors, attitudes, and values that will enable a student to make responsible and effective financial
decisions on a daily basis. Financial literacy instruction shall be an integral part of instruction
throughout the entire economics course and include information regarding earning income; buying
goods and services; saving and financial investing; taxes; the use of credit and credit cards; budgeting
and debt management, including student loans and secured loans; banking and financial services;
planning for one’s financial future, including higher education and career planning; credit reports and
scores; and fraud and identify theft prevention.

5. Visual and performing arts, physical education, health, and foreign language standards must establish
specific curricular content and include distinct grade level expectations for core content knowledge and
skills that a student is expected to have acquired by each individual grade level from kindergarten
through grade 12.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION

To graduate from high school a student must meet all the requirements of this plan, demonstrate mastery of
the Student Performance Standards (8 1001.03 & § 1010.305, Fla. Stat.), and meet all requirements
established by the Florida Department of Education and the Leon County School Board.

Beginning with students entering grade 9 in the 2007-2008 school year, graduation requires the successful
completion of a minimum of 24 credits. In addition, students are required to satisfy the graduation
requirements in effect at the time the student first enters the ninth grade regardless of the date the student
graduates, unless the requirements change for the entire class, or unless requirements are changed for all
students by Florida Statute, or unless the student is scheduled to graduate more than two years after the
student's original class.

Graduation requirements prescribed by Florida Statute may not be waived.

As a result of the many acceleration mechanisms, students can graduate in fewer than four years (less than
eight semesters) if the student has completed a minimum of 24 credits and meets the general requirements for
graduation. If a student meets the requirements, the student must be allowed to graduate early.

e The 24 credits required for a standard diploma can be earned through career education cou