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Gap year students cause more harm than good as
top university calls for orphanage visits to stop

 The Telegraph Online, May 21, 2016

Byline: Lydia Willgress

Gap year students can cause more harm than good, it has been claimed after a top British university called
for orphanage visits to stop being promoted.

David Coles, who works as the charity coordinator at the London School of Economics (LSE), said visits by
"unqualified and ill-suited" students, who also travel during summer holidays and after university, can lead to
child trafficking and sexual exploitation.

He also claimed families in countries popular with travellers are being fooled into giving up their children
because they are told they will do better in orphanages.
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CAPTION(S):

His comments came two days after he wrote a blog on the university's official careers website, where he
stated that LSE would no longer advertise or promote orphanage volunteering.
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A file photo of student volunteers helping a young girl from an orphanage in Thailand.
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