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-- North Amenca. It was once
home to the Mayans,
Aztecs, and other American
Indtans They built great
cmes and pyramids that

: 'can st:ll? be seen today. In
the 15003, Spanish

~'-exp|orers conquered the

~ nati .;_,;,beople. Spain ruled

the country for about 300

years! until Mexico won its

mdependence in 1821.

, To&ay, most people in
Mexuco have Spanish and
Indian ancestors. Some
people still speak Indian
languages, but Spanish is
the country’s official
language. The money in

1. Who ruled Mexico from the 1500s to

Mexico is called the peso
(PAY-soh). The capital is
Mexico City, one of the
largest cities in the world.
About 20 million people live  pacitic
in and around the city. The  (Ocean
capital city of the Aztecs Me
was in the same location.
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Mexico has a warm
climate with rainy tropical
areas in the south and dry
deserts in the north. There
are many mountains, and
even a canyon that is
bigger than the Grand
Canyon in Arizona!

Tourism is an important
part of Mexico’s economy.
Many people come to see
the ancient pyramids.

The Mayan pyramids at Chichen
Itza {CHEE-chen EETS-uh) are a
poputar destination for tourists,

2. The capltal of Mexm



