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Little Ice Age

•Famine

1/3 population dies (abt. 
75 million people)

•Entire towns/villages die

Trade Routes

•From Kaffa, spread 
Southern Italy to 
Southern France in two 
months.

Hysteria: Cause? Blame?

•Angered God

•Witchcraft

•Antisemitism
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Pope Boniface VIII v. King Philip IV of France

• Papal Supremacy

• Philip claimed right to tax the clergy.

• Boniface said Popes were supreme.

• Philip sends forces to capture and try 

Boniface.

• Boniface escapes but dies soon afterwards

• Philip helps elect a French Pope: Clement 

V.

• Clement moves Papal residence to Avignon 

France.

• Angers many, believing Pope as Bishop of 

Rome should reside in Rome.
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Gregory XI returns the Papal residence to 

Rome in 1377.

• Saw the damage it had on the prestige of 

the Papacy.

Soon after he returns, he dies.

Cardinals meet to elect (select) a new Pope.







Schism lasts from 1378 to 1417 and divides 

Europe.

Damages the Church.

• French and Italian Popes denounce each other 

as the Antichrist.

• Undermines faith in the Pope.

• Council at Constance, Switzerland ends the 

schism.

• Competing popes resigned or were deposed.

• A new Pope, acceptable to all, is elected.



Duchy of Gascony in France.

England had 
it, France 
wanted it.

King Philip 
VI (France) 

seizes it and

King Edward 
III (England) 

declares war.

The most violent struggle 
during the period (1337-
1453) it lasts 116 years.
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