UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
(Spring, 2017)

Instructor:



Doug Currey

E-mail Address:


curreyd@leonschools.net
Planning Period:


1st & 2nd periods
Phone




850-488-2468

COURSE DESCRIPTION
In UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT, from now on just called “Government”, we’ll gain an understanding of the origins and purposes of government, law, and the American political system. In addition, we will evaluate the roles, rights, and responsibilities of United States citizens and determine methods of active participation in society, government, and the political system. We will demonstrate an understanding of the principles, functions, and organization of government. Finally, we will better understand contemporary issues in world affairs, and evaluate the role and impact of United States foreign policy.

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Course Goals
In this course we will use the Florida Education Standards for United States Government. They may be viewed at this website: http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewCourse/Preview/4740
Daily Activities
Upon arrival to class, please place all backpacks and other bags off the desks in a place where nobody can trip on them, then review the board for our learning goal and scheduled activities for the day. Turn in homework and check posted grades at this time. Some classes will begin with a “starter” activity, which may involve a review, new concept, current event, or extra credit activity.
Assignments and Posting of Grades 

Students should write assignments in planners. A running list of assignments will be posted in the classroom.  Assignments and grades will be posted to the Pinpoint / Parent Portal online gradebook. Every effort will be made to update grades weekly, if not more frequently. Students are expected and encouraged to check Pinpoint on a regular basis.
Grading Scale

A student’s performance is assessed by calculating how many points he/she has earned on all assignments. Assignments will vary in point value.  Some assignments may be weighted differently from others, while a few may count for extra credit only. This information will be clearly stated. The grading scale for each nine weeks and semester is in accordance to Leon County School Board.

A = 90-100 / B = 80-89 / C = 70-79 / D = 60-69 / F = 0-59

Daily Classroom Work
Students are expected to complete quality work during the class assigned time.  If additional time is needed on certain assignments, the portion completed will be submitted and the remainder will be due at the beginning of the next class. If a student does not utilize class time wisely, he/she will NOT have the opportunity to complete the work later.
Absences
Please refer to “Attendance Matters” on page 9 of the student planner for school attendance policies. Students with unexcused absences cannot get make-up work or take a test that was assigned on that day.  If the absence is changed to an excused one, makeup work will be provided at that point.

Tardies / Late Arrivals

Students are expected to be in class when the tardy bell rings. During a 9 week period if a student has three unexcused tardies, he/she will receive a referral. Every third tardy thereafter will also receive a referral.

Make-up Work
Considering that most classes do not meet every day, it is highly suggested that students get make-up work as soon as they return to campus. Students do have until the next class to see me for work. The assignment will be due at the beginning of the following class.  To arrange for make-up work, please see me at the end of a period, during 1st / 2nd period, or immediately before or after school. An email can also be sent, but an initial email to me sometimes lands in the quarantine folder and I might miss it.
Late Work
All assignments are due on the specified date for all classes. You will have a window of time to submit assignments; therefore, please do not procrastinate.  Most work submitted after the due date will receive half-credit up until a stated cut-off date. Late work may not be allowed on certain assignments. Current event activities, pop quizzes, and games will be used for extra credit.

Daily Planners
Students are expected to bring planners to class every day to record assignments and to utilize information contained within. Also, the planners are to be used as a pass to the office or other locations (except the restroom or a visit water fountain). All persons leaving the room must use the sign out log when departing and returning to class.
Headphones, Other Electronic Devices, and Backpacks

Use of headphones, telephones, and other electronic devices are NOT permitted during class time, unless use is specifically agreed to by the instructor.  Please turn all devices off after entering the classroom. Do not place devices on lap or top of desk.  Violation can result in temporary confiscation and a referral. Please see Student Handbook.   
Behavior
Students are expected to help create a positive learning environment through preparation, cooperation, participation, and respect.  Inappropriate behaviors and consequences are identified in the SAIL Student Handbook, pages 11-16.  Please review.

Food, Beverages, and Other Concerns
Food and any beverages are NOT permitted in class, except for regular water, which is encouraged.  Please DO NOT lean back or forward on the two legs of the chairs.  Sitting or writing on the table is not permitted.  Please keep shoes off chairs & tables.  Write with blue or black pens or pencils, because other colors maybe hard to read.  Finally, please remain at your chair or table until the bell rings.
Class Folders
Student needs a binder or folder to keep all of his or her work.
Unauthorized Assistance
It is expected that each student will complete her/his work individually, unless other directions are given.  If such acts are committed by students, at teacher’s discretion the consequences may include:
50-100% reduction of grade on assignment 

                                                referral for cheating                                     



                        parent notification
Honors Classes: Assignments may include a research project. Homework will be assigned.  Some assignments must be typed to get credit.

