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Word Study
Vowel Teams

Vowel teams are two or three letters that together spell one vowel sound. The 
letters can include vowels and consonants. For example, the vowel team in the 
word bright includes both vowels and consonants (igh).

•	 Digraph A single sound represented by two letters. For example, the ea in 
steam spells a single long e sound.

•	 Diphthong Two vowel sounds blended into one syllable. For example, the ou 
in cloud blends to spell a new sound.

•	 Some vowel teams can be pronounced several different ways. For example, 
ea has four possible pronunciations: long e (steam), short e (bread), long a 
(great), and schwa (ocean).

 Read the word aloud. Underline the vowel team.

1.	appointment

2.	audience

3.	tissue

4.	compound

5.	threatening

 Read the following paragraph:

I have an appointment at the youth center tomorrow. I will talk to them about 
a new activity for our after-school program. I would like to know if we could go 
to the ocean and draw the clouds we see. Sometimes clouds can look like steam! 
I think we could have a great time at the ocean.
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