Name

Word Study

Vowel Teams

Vowel teams are two or three letters that together spell one vowel sound. The
letters can include vowels and consonants. For example, the vowel team in the
word bright includes both vowels and consonants (igh).

e Digraph A single sound represented by two letters. For example, the ea in
steam spells a single long e sound.

e Diphthong Two vowel sounds blended into one syllable. For example, the ou
in cloud blends to spell a new sound.

e Some vowel feams can be pronounced several different ways. For example,
ea has four possible pronunciations: long e (steam), short e (bread), long a
(great), and schwa (ocean).

W Read the word aloud. Underline the vowel team.

1. appointment 4. compound
2. audience 5. threatening
3. tissue

m Read the following paragraph:

I have an appointment at the youth center ftomorrow. I will talk to them about
a new activity for our after-school program. I would like to know if we could go
to the ocean and draw the clouds we see. Sometimes clouds can look like steam!
I think we could have a great time at the ocean.
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Name

Spelling

Spell Words with Vowel Teams

Vowel teams are two or three letters that together make one sound.

e The same sound can be spelled using different vowel teams. (meet, meal)

e The same spelling can have different sounds. (grown, brown)

e Diphthongs and some digraphs are types of vowel teams.

DOAILLE Underline the vowel teams.

SPELLING WORDS

zealous cowardice
bayonet realm
royalty embroider
committee nautical
leukemia gauntlet

freasury

zeal

typhoon
marshmallow
flounder

allowance
concealment
treachery
approach
proclaim

DSANLLN Sort the words according to vowel team. Spell each word correctly.

ai: proclaim

au:

ay:

ea:

ee:

eu:
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oa:

oi:

00:

ou:

ow:

oy:
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Name: Class:

Tsenacomoco: My World

By Julie Durway
2006

The Powhatan people are a Native American tribe. They made contact with the English who would settle
Jamestown in 1607. Tsenacommacah, also spelled Tsenacomoco, is the Powhatan name for their homeland —
what is now Virginia and parts of the Eastern shore. As you read, take notes on how the narrator describes her
life before and after the English arrive.

As | hold you in my arms, my son, | wonder if you will
ever experience the world of your Powhatan
ancestors. Let me tell you, Thomas, of my own
childhood in Virginia, before and after the English
came...

I was born the daughter of a mighty Indian chief,
Powhatan.’ My father controlled many of the native’
tribes in the eastern part of the land the English call
Virginia. Although | am now called Rebecca in the
English world, in our Indian world | was first known as
Amonute (ah-moh-NOO-tay). According to our
custom,3 | spent my first years with my mother and
her relatives, but my father often visited us. Our "Clipper" by Glynne Hather is licensed under CC BY-SA
family ties were strong. Every morning, we rose early 2.0.

to greet the sun. We offered prayers of thanksgiving

for the new day and bathed in the cold river. We children wore little. When we were hungry, we ate corn bread
and a meat and vegetable stew that was always kept warm in a pot on the fire.

During the day, | helped with planting, weeding, and harvesting4 the crops — corn, beans, and squash. With the
other girls and women, | gathered wild berries, nuts, and greens. This was our work. The boys hunted and
fished with the men and practiced to become warriors.

Women also built our homes. We bent young trees — saplings — into a frame, then covered it with mats that
we wove from reeds.” Our homes were movable. We carried them from place to place during deer hunting
season. The other girls and | learned to weave, because we needed new reed mats every few months.

His given name was Wahunsenacawh.

Native (adjective) born and living in a particular place

Custom (noun) the usual way of doing something, practiced by a group of people
Harvest (verb) to gather planted fruit and vegetables

a type of thin grass that grows near water and marsh
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Inside our home, our yehakin, it was dark and snug. We stored our belongings in baskets that hung from the
walls. The fire in the center kept our home warm in the winter, and the smoke kept out bugs in the summer. We
slept on platforms covered with deerskins and other furs.

I was never lonely as a child, for there were always family members around. We did everything together.

In the evenings, our elders shared stories and songs. Often, we danced late into the night. | learned much
through listening, watching, and working with my mother and her family.

When | was about 8 years old, | went to live with my father (your grandfather), Chief Powhatan. | soon became
my father’s favorite daughter. | had grown into a strong, sturdy girl, with an independent streak. My father
nicknamed me Pocahontas, which means “little mischievous® one.” In my father’s village, | observed the coming
and going of important people. Powhatan often hosted large feasts, which | helped prepare.

When I was 11, the English came to our land. They had traveled across the great water with the hope of finding
a new land filled with riches. Instead, they found many hardships. Without enough food and supplies, they
suffered greatly from hunger and sickness. Many of them died. That was the English year 1607.

My father was unsure if the English were friends or foes.’ They brought no women or children, as if they
planned to make war. And they built a fort around their settlement. It was a dilemma® for my father — should
he consider the English his friends, or go to war against them?

| first met Captain John Smith when my father's warriors captured him. He was a powerful leader of the English,
and our people respected him for his bravery. The Powhatan holy men declared him to be our friend. During a
special ceremony, Captain Smith came to believe that | saved him from being put to death by my father. In fact,
it was Powhatan who made the decision to treat Captain Smith as an adopted son. (As a young girl, | had little
power over what happened to anyone.) Captain Smith was released, and my father gave food to the settlers. He
helped them survive.

Though | was but a child, and Captain Smith was a grown man and a foreigner, we became friends. He treated
me kindly and gave me gifts of beads. But when | visited the Jamestown settlement, | didn't go to see Captain
Smith — I mostly spent time playing with the young boys there.

As time passed, the friendship between my father and the English began to fall apart. Captain Smith did not act
the way an adopted son should; he went against my father’'s wishes and continued to build his settlement,
called Jamestown. It was now clear to Powhatan that the English wanted his land for their own. In the year 1613,
the English captured me. They held me against my will for one whole year, hoping to make my father change his
mind. But it didn't work.

During that year, | fell in love with your father, an Englishman named John Rolfe. Though | already had an Indian
husband, John asked my father for his permission to marry me. When Powhatan agreed, it was the end of my

6. Mischievous (adjective) playful; causing mischief
7. Foe (noun) an enemy
8. Dilemma (noun) a hard situation or problem
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life as | had known it. John Rolfe and | were married in 1614,

[15] Isee now that the English changed the way of life for my people. There is less land for the Powhatan people to
farm, so they cannot always sustain themselves in the old ways. They have begun to depend on the English for
food and trade goods. Sickness and death have done terrible things to my people, the result of diseases
brought by the English. | fear that the world of my childhood is gone forever.

"Tsenacomoco: My World" by Julie Durway, AppleSeeds, © by Carus Publishing Company. Reproduced with
permission. All Cricket Media material is copyrighted by Carus Publishing Company, d/b/a Cricket Media, and/or
various authors and illustrators. Any commercial use or distribution of material without permission is strictly
prohibited.

Unless otherwise noted, this content is licensed under the CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license
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Text-Dependent Questions

Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. How does the narrator's point of view affect how events are described in the text?
A. It focuses on how the events affected the Powhatan.
B. It makes the described events seem less believable.
C. It sets the narrator apart from the described events.
D It focuses on how the events affected the English.
2. PART A: What does the word "hardships" most likely mean? (Paragraph 9)
A difficulties
B. discoveries
C. surprises
D wonders
3. PART B: Which quote from paragraph 9 best supports the answer to Part A?
A. "When I was 11, the English came to our land."
B "They had traveled across the great water"
C. "the hope of finding a new land filled with riches"
D "they suffered greatly from hunger and sickness."

4, Which statement best describes what Chief Powhatan thought about the English when they first
arrived? (Paragraphs 9-10)

A He viewed the English as new friends.
B. He saw the English as enemies attacking the land.
C. He was unsure whether or not to trust the English.
D He felt sorry for the English and offered to help them.
5. What does paragraph 11 contribute to the overall story?
A. It describes how the relationship between Chief Powhatan and Captain John Smith
developed.
B. It explains why the peace between the Powhatan and the English fell apart.
C. It explains why the Powhatan warriors captured Captain John Smith.
D. It describes the leaders of the English settlement of Jamestown.
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6. How does the arrival of the English change the narrator's life? Use details from the text in your
response.




