Notes on As I Lay Dying

Novel’s Structure

· 15 witnesses recount the story in 59 unnumbered sections

· 7 are family

· Anse-husband and father; stock character—no growth

· Addie-dead mother

· Cash-oldest son

· Darl-son, hates Jewel, feels rejected and ignored by his mother

· Jewel-son by Whitfield, Addie’s favorite

· Dewey Dell-only daughter, pregnant, also a stock character

· Vardaman-youngest son, 8 years old, some say he’s mentally handicapped, but Faulkner just said he’s got the mind of a child (naturally)

· 8 are outsiders

· Whitfield-preacher, lover of Addie’s and Jewel’s father

· Vernon Tull-neighbor

· Cora Tull-neighbor, religious, prideful

· Doc Peabody-local doctor

· Samson-neighbor

· Armstid-neighbor

· Mosely-owner of drug store

· Skeet MacGowar-assistant to Mosely, takes advantage of Dewey Dell
Chapter One-Darl (p. 3-5)
· Opens with Jewel and Darl walking from the field towards the cottonhouse

· Darl walks around it

· Jewel walks through it (courtesy of two windows)

· Darl describes Jewel as much taller than he, with “pale eyes like wood set into his wooden face” and who has the “rigid gravity of a cigar store Indian” (3)

· Darl is jealous of Jewel (mother’s favorite, hence the name)

· Jewel now leads and they head to Tull’s wagon

· Cash is sawing boards to make a coffin

· Vocabulary

· Stanchion

· Adze blade=hand-cutting tool, blade curved inward, for dressing timber

· Also first introduction to unclear pronoun reference (he on p. 4 is Cash)

· 1st interior monologue—there’s no dialogue

Chapter Two-Cora (p. 6-9)

· Name: another name for Persephone, goddess of spring (new life) and thus of fertility

· Cora Tull (refers to her husband as Mr. Tull)—the Bundrens’ neighbors

· Interior monologue and dialogue/non-family member

· It’s clear she’s a practical woman (cost of chickens, their production v. their value, etc)

· Has baked some cakes to sell to a woman in town (she changed her mind)

· Kate and Eula are her daughters

· Cora is proud and refuses to admit that she is hurt (both financially and emotionally by the rejection of her cakes)

· Theme: town v. country (rural agrarian v urban)

· Again, another unclear pronoun—moves into a discussion of Addie

· Now it’s clear that Cora is sitting by Addie’s bedside (note that she is thinking first of the cakes and then of the dying neighbor)

· dying—wasted body

· But Cora is religious—“But the eternal and everlasting salvation and grace is not upon her” and clearly thinks Addie has missed her salvation

· Darl must be attractive b/c Eula “touches her beads lightly, and then her hair” when she sees him

Chapter Three—Darl (p. 10-13)

· Notice how descriptive this passage is—talks about his preference for drinking water out of a wooden bucket not a metal one

· His father and Vernon Tull are on the front porch dipping snuff

· Father had asked him where Jewel is—claims not to know, but really does (clairvoyant)

· Reveals Jewel’s violence and his indifference towards his horse

Chapter Four—Jewel (14-15)

· Opens with Jewel’s frustration over Cash’s building of the coffin and what he perceives to be his kissing up—“Where every breath she draws is full of his knocking and sawing where she can see him saying See.  See what a good one I am making for you.” (14)

· Calls the rest of his family “buzzards” waiting for Addie to die

· Wants to take his mother away from this—take her up a hill and throw stones at the family, neighbors below (violent but touching imagine)—wants to protect Addie

Chapter Five—Darl (16-20)

· Provides us with a portrait of his father, Anse

· “I have never seen a sweat stain on his shirt”—indicating that he never works.

· “…he tells people that if he ever sweats, he will die.  I suppose he believes it.”

· Toothless, unshaven, has a hunchback

· Darl wants his father to let him and Jewel take the wagon to hall some wood

· Claims that they’ll need the $3 they would earn from the trip

· Jewel is annoyed

· Anse doesn’t want them to go b/c he promised Addie that they’d head for town immediately upon her death and that he’d bury her with her family in Jefferson

· This promise is what drives the plot forward

· Wood imagery—“Jewel’s eyes look like pale wood in his high-blooded face”

· Darl’s recounting of Jewel’s anger and rage is authentic—we know from the previous chapter that he’s telling the truth

· Darl promises that they’ll be back by the next day at sundown

· At the end, Darl notes how their house tilts on the hill—the family is unbalanced

Chapter Six—Cora (21-25)

· Completely misinterprets the situation—can see just how unreliable a narrator can be

· The humor of this passage is contingent on one’s understanding of what’s going on and that Cora clearly has no idea

· “I always said Darl was different from those others”

· She also claims that Jewel was Addie’s favorite, but that he didn’t love his mother (she’s wrong): “Not him to miss a chance to make that extra three dollars at the price of his mother’s goodbye kiss”

· She claims that Mr. Tull said that Darl begged them to wait and that it was Anse and Jewel who wanted to leave their mother

· Self-righteous: talks about how she’s put her life on hold to take care of Addie (is this true?)

· Doesn’t understand why they’re burying her in Jefferson—thinks that they’re doing it out of spite, not out of love

· Highly critical and judgmental of Addie

· Also presents herself as pious—“I have tried to live right in the sight of God and man, for the honor and comfort of my Christian husband and the love and respect of my Christian children”

Chapter Seven—Dewey Dell (26-28)

· this is Dewey Dell’s version of the events that Cora has just recounted—Faulkner is trying to get the reader to understand the SUBJECTIVE nature of experience (we often see what we want to see—truth is clouded by our own biases/etc)

· HUMOR:Dewey Dell gets her “sack full” (thanks to Lafe) and Darl knows that they’re sleeping together

· Says it wasn’t her fault

· Darl and DD communicate without speaking

· DD hate him for this knowledge—that’s why she’s annoyed when he comes in to his mother’s bedside

· Darl tells her that Addie’s going to die before they get back (clairvoyant)—she asks why he’s taking Jewel—“Because I want him to help me load”

Chapter Eight—Tull (29-34)

· Can be seen as a sort of “country philosopher”

· Tells about his mother dying—worked everyday.  Then one day, she put on a lace nightgown that she’d never worn before, got in bed, and said she was tired…(good quiz question)

· Tull says Vardaman (“that boy”) comes home from fishing with a giant fish)—keeps referring to everything he does as “like a grown man”

· Vardaman is named after a real Miss. Politician who died the year Faulkner wrote AILD (gov. campaign successful used race to divide blacks and poor whites)

· reinforces the image of Anse as lazy and dependent on others

Chapter Nine—Anse (35-38)

· Anse traces his bad luck to the road that runs in front of his house (brought trouble to his house)

· The road also foreshadows the trouble that they’ll encounter along the road to Jefferson

· Anse also feels that traveling is like defying god, who meant for man to stay put “like a tree”

· Doc Peabody shows up to take a look at Addie and Anse is worried how he’ll pay him the $3 for the visit

· Vardaman shows back up after the cleaning his fish—bloody and dirty

Chapter Ten—Darl (39-40)

· Darl and Jewel are on their way to haul the timber

· Asks Jewel if he knows that Addie is going to die (like he’s taunting him)

· “It takes two people to make you, and one people to die.  That’s how the world is going to end” (Darl’s philospophy)

· Then he starts thinking about DD and her refusal to admit that she’s pregnant

· He was also taunting her

· Why does she want to get to town (abortion)?

· F ends the chapter with images of fire

· Sun “is poised like a bloody egg upon a crest of thunderheads”, air smells of sulfur and lightening

Chapter Eleven—Peabody (41-46)

· might be my favorite character

· headed to the Bundrens and irritated that Anse waited so long to send for him

· he’s a big man (225 lbs. and 70 years old) and b/c the Bundrens live on top of a bluff, they have to throw down a rope to help him get up the hill (Jewel has taken the horse)

· Of Anse, “nobody but a luckless man could ever need a doctor in face of cyclone”—also realizes that if Anse sent for him, Addie was beyond help (too cheap)

· Peabody philosophizes on what death is—it’s his view that it’s a state of mind, doesn’t believe that it’s the end nor is it the beginning.  Compares it to someone moving to another town

· Theme is introduced—impact of the dead/death on the living (how the dead live on in our reactions to their death)

· Addie is now near death (nothing moves but her eyes)----she drives Peabody out of the room with her eyes and she calls for Cash

· Peabody refers to Job 1:21: “Naked I came out of mother’s womb and naked I shall return”

· Peabody thinks that we all spend our lives trying to avoid the reality that we will all die alone

Chapter Twelve-Darl (p. 47-52)

· Darl is going to tell us about Addie’s death even though he wasn’t there

· V is shocked “mouth beginning to open’, he can’t comprehend what is happening to his motherhe'
· DD says that Addie wants Jewel, Addie calls out to Cash

· Dies looking at V—“her eyes, the life in them, rushing up for a steady instant.  Then they go out as though someone had leaned down and blown upon them”

· Darl switches back to the present scene (italicized in the text)

· They’ve fallen into a ditch

· Goes back to the seen at the house

· Cash pays his final respects and is totally ignoring his father

· Goes back to work on the coffin

· Pa instructs DD to fix supper (life goes on)

· Next moves onto DD and Peabody’s exchange(how does Darl know all of this?)

· Peabody tries to comfort her about her mother (think that is what’s bothering her)—she wants him to help her with her pregnancy

· Back to Anse

· Clearly sad—tries to comfort Addie (in her death) but his hand is as “awkward as a claw”

· But then he says, “God’s will be done…now I can get them teeth”

Chapter Thirteen—Vardaman (53-57)

· Vardaman doesn’t understand—associates her death with the dead fish

· Also blames Dr. Peabody

· Attacks Peabody’s team of horses

· Time seems motionless—“horses motionless like they are nailed by the hind feet to the center of a whirling plate”

· Thoughts return to the fish and he realizes that DD is going to cook it

Chapter Fourteen—Dewey Dell (58-64)

· thoughts are on what Dr. Peabody can do for her

· worried about being alone and not being alone

· town v. county: “I don’t see why he didn’t stay in town. We are country people, not as good as town people”

· Cash, Peabody, Anse sit down to eat the dinner DD has prepared (no fish)—no one knows where V is

· Of Anse: “He looks like right after the maul hits the steer and it no longer alive and don’t yet know that it is dead”

· Find V who is hiding b/c he knows he’s going to get in trouble for making Peabody’s team of horses run off

· DD comforts him

· DD’s mind jumps around a lot—doesn’t stay focused on one thought very long

· Ends with images of death—“the dead air shapes the dead earth in the dead darkness…” but DD feels like “a wet seed wild in the hot blind earth” (symbol of fertility)

Chapter Fifteen—Vardaman (65-67)

· V is frightened of the thought of his mother being “shut up” in a coffin

· Thinking of a time he got caught up in a corn crib (he was scared and it was hard to breathe)

· Doesn’t believe that she’s dead: “It was not my mother.  She went away when the other one laid down in her bed and drew the quilt up”

· He confuses his mother with the fish b/c they are both dead—It was not her b/c it ws laying right yonder in the dirt”

· Eating of the fish might be a Christian reference—body of Christ (keep people alive in spirit?)

Chapter Sixteen—Tull (68-74)

· V shows up at Tull’s house in the middle of a rainstorm

· Wants to find the fish/talk about the fish

· Cora actually makes an astute observation of V, “he’s out of his head with grief and worry”

· But then she blames it on the Bundrens, saying that V’s confusion is God’s judgement on them

· They drive V back to the Bundrens

· About Darl, Tull says, “that’s ever living thing the matter with Darl: he just thinks by himself too much”

· V gets up in the middle ofhte night and bores holes into his mother’s coffin—two went through her face (grotesque)
Chapter Seventeen-Darl (75-81)

· Darl describes another scene that he never witnessed—Cash finishing up the coffin

· Cash works tirelessly and patiently with an intense focus

· Anse is no help at all 

· Goes in to get something to cover the lantern and returns wearing Jewel’s raincoat and Cash uses Dd’s to cover the lantern

· It doesn’t occur to Anse to offer his raincoat to his son

· Vernon Tull helps Cash finish the coffin

· Men bring the coffin into Addie’s room

· Peabody says, “let’s eat a snack” (humor)

· End of the chapter Darl reveals his own thoughts

· He and Jewel are sleeping in a “strange room”

Chapter Eighteen—Cash (82-83)

· list of reasons why Cash built the coffin with a bevealed edge

· meticulous 

· careful

· last reason is that b/c it makes a neater job (not very imp.to Cash)

Chapter Nineteen—Vardaman (84)

· “My mother is a fish”

Chapter Twenty-Tull (85-93)

· Tull finds Peabody’s team

· It’s the morning of the funeral

· Still raining and the neighbors can’t understand why Anse insists on going to Jefferson

· Put Addie in the coffin in reverse so that her head is in the narrowest part and her wedding dress won’t be crushed

· Women also created a veil to cover the holes in her face

· Whitfield shows up late—reports that the bridge is gone

· One of his n’bors says of Anse, “It’s like a man that’s let everything slide all of his life to get set on something that will make the most trouble for everybody he knows” (everyone feels burdened by him but they’ll continue to help him)

· Still a sense of community among poor whites

· Italicized segments are the assorted banter that Tull hears while talking to Cash

· Fast-forward: it takes Darl and Jewel 3 days to get back home and load Addie (imagine the stench)

Chapter 21-Darl (94-95)

· Darl continues to taunt Jewel over his mother’s death—“But it’s not your horse that’s dead”

· “I cannot love my mother b/c I have no mother.  Jewel’s mother is a horse” (95)

· Buzzards are circling the house

· Possible interpretations for Darl’s observation that Jewel’s mother is a horse

· With Addie dead, Darl has nothing he can love with intensity that one might love a mother but Jewel does.  He has a horse, so Darl reasons, his mother is a horse

· Jewel had wanted an exclusive relationship wit his mother, but he couldn’t so he bought a horse (something that was his and his alone)

· Greek mythology: Demeter (goddess of fertility and harvests) and Dionysus (god of fertility and wine) are both associated with the horse.  Dionysus was also the god of trees (Jewel is seen as “wooden”)

Chapter 22-Cash (96)

· This is the brief scene where Darl and Jewel are carrying the coffin to the wagon

· Cash wants it to remain on balance—Jewel just screams at them to “pick up”

Chapter 23-Darl (97-99)

· Darl further explains what is going on as they try to load the coffin

· Cash and Jewel are up front, Darl and Anse in the back

· Jewel’s face is green—they all are “breathing through our teeth to keep our nostrils closed”

· Jewel rushes so fast that he leaves Cash behind and it’s just he and Darl—he practically throws it into the wagon

Chapter 24-Vardaman (100-102)

· Everyone is either headed to the wagon or in it except for Jewel, who has headed to get his horse—he ignores his father’s orders to stop

· Darl again says, “Jewel’s mother is a horse” and this prompts V to talk about how is mother is a fish.  They then discuss they’re existence in a odd discussion

· Anse is upset over what he sees as the deliberate “flouting of the dead” when he realizes that Cash has plans to work on Tull’s barn on the way back, that Jewel wants to bring his horse, and that DD is taking Cora Tull’s cakes to town

· V keeps thinking about the electric train he’ll see in town

Chapter 25—Darl (103-104)

· Same scene that V just narrated but he focuses on DD

· Of her leg, Darl says “that lever which moves the world; one of that caliper which measures the length and breadth of life”

· Two metaphors: Lever and a caliper (measures diameters)—is he suggesting that women are literally able to move the world by creating life?

Chapter 26-Anse (105-106)

· Anse feels like Jewel is disrespecting his mother (and him) by bringing his horse 

· Also angry that Darl is sitting in the back laughing (says no wonder people talk about him)

· Is Darl going crazy?

Chapter 27-Darl (107-109)

· The wagon passes the Tull’s house (4 miles) in a “dreamlike” pace but Jewel is catching up to them (vivid scene)

· His horse splatters mud on Addie’s coffin

· Notice the vocabulary of Darl’s spoken language and that in his head

Chapter 28-Anse (110-111)

· town v. country theme

· “Nowhere in this sinful world can a honest, hard-working man profit.  It takes them that runs the stores in the towns, doing no sweating, loving off them that sweats.  It aint the hardworking man, the farmer.”

· Ironic b/c Anse doesn’t “sweat”

· Traveled all day and got to Samson’s (bridge) at dusk—bridge was washed out

· “But now I can get them teeth”—is this Anse’s real motivation?

Chapter 29-Samson (112-119)

· Outsider’s view of the Bundrens

· Samson sees the Bundrens and wonders why they’re going to Jefferson

· Goes to tell them that the bridge is out and that they’ll have to go by New Hope again (thinks they should bury her there)

· Grossed out by the fact that it’s July, didn’t have Addie embalmed, and she’s rotting

· Also portrays Anse as lazy and Darl as weird

· 8 miles from home

· DD is pissed at Samson for suggesting that they turn around

· His wife Rachel feeds them dinner but they refuse to sleep in the house, want to sleep in the barn with Addie

· “but you’ve got to respect the dead themselves, a woman that’s been dead in a box four days, the best way to respect her is to get her into the ground as quick as you can”

· Rachel is upset about how they are treating Addie

Chapter 30—Dewey Dell (120-122)

· DD is frantic and confused over the prospect of not going to Jefferson

· Homicidal fantasy to kill Darl

· She’s frightened about both giving birth and having an abortion

· They end up passing the sign to New Hope (DD sees this as a sign from God)

Chapter 31—Tull (123-127)

· Tull catches up to the Bundrens at the bridge—they’re all staring at it trying to figure out what to do

· DD is determined to cross it and reminds them that Whitfield crossed it

· Jewel decided to move forward—he and Tull fight over the prospect of taking Tull’s mules into the river to cross it

Chapter 32—Darl (128-136)

· Flashback 

· We get a picture of an almost normal family life in this chapter

· Story of when Jewel was 15 and went through a “sleeping spell”—couldn’t stay awake and was disoriented

· Addie wanted to send for a doctor but Anse wouldn’t do it

· Darl realizes that his mother doesn’t practice what she preaches—had taught them that deceit was wrong, but she was deceiving Anse by having DD do Jewel’s milking and she also did other chores

· Turns out that Jewel is going out at night and meeting up with a girl

· Cash finds out that this isn’t true

· Jewel shows up with his horse (from Flem Snopes)

· Earned the money by working nights clearing Lon Quick’s field 

· Addie feels rejected when Jewel buys the horse

· Darl says, “then I knew that I knew”—knows that Jewel isn’t his brother?

Chapter 33—Tull (137-140)

· going to cross the bridge—dangerous

Chapter 34—Darl (141-149)

· Account of their crossing of the river
· Climax of the first portion of the book (along with Chapter 36)

· Going to cross the river at the ford (old road)
· Jewel goes first with his horse and takes a rope with him

· A huge log rises out of the river—seems to walk on water “like Christ”

· Meanwhile, Cash unties the rope (but doesn’t tell Jewel) and tells him to go forward. It takes Jewel a bit to realize that they are no longer tied together (why does Cash do this?)

· Log hits the wagon—mules break free and drown

· Jewel is trying to turn back and get to the wagon, Cash is holding onto the coffin, and Darl has jumped off to be carried down the river to the shore

· Darl describes the river as a desolate place, a wasteland

· River crossing is significant—some have argued that it marks the Bundrens passing either into or from the underworld
Chapter 35-Vardaman (150-151)
· V is narrating 
Chapter 37—Darl (156-164)

· Cash is unconscious on the bank of the river—seems like he is dead

· Jewel, Vernon, Darl are holding onto the rope in the water and diving down to look for Cash’s tools

· “I had not thought that water in July could be so cold.  It is like hands molding and prodding at the very bones”

· Jewel lets go of the rope and swims free—he’s the daredevil of the family (finds the chalk line)

· Anse does nothing—just keeps saying about Cash, “If ever was such a misfortunate man”

· Cash breaks the same leg as the one he broke when he fell off the church

· DD is wet and Darl observes that her dress, “shapes for the dead eyes of three blind men those mammalian ludicrositries which are the horizons and valleys of the earth” (Anse, Tull, and Cash don’t know she’s pregnant)

Chapter 38—Cash (165)

· All Cash says is that “it wasn’t on balance”

· Cash is one-sighted and doesn’t even ask if the rest of his family is okay

Chapter 39—Cora (166-168)

· Cora recounts she and Addie’s experience at a camp meeting 

· She accuses Addie of having too much pride

· “When the only sin she ever committed was being partial to Jewel that never loved her and was its own punishment, in preference to Darl that was touched by God himself and considered queer by us mortals and that did love her”

· Addie responds by saying, “He is my cross and he will be my salvation.  He will save me from the water and from the fire.  Even though I have laid down my life, he will save me”

· Echoes two lines from Psalms 66: “We went through fire and through water; but thou (God) brought us out into a wealthy place” and “Though I walk through the valley of death, I fear no evil, for thou art with me”

· Cora doesn’t realize that Addie is referring to Jewel not God

· Foreshadows the affair with Whitfield (Cora doesn’t know about)

Chapter 40—Addie (169-176)

· origins of Addie’s negative attitude were from her father: “my father used to say that the reason for living was to get ready to stay dead a long time”

· teacher—couldn’t wait for them to leave so she could “hate them”

· explains Anse’s courtship

· “words are no good…When he (Cash) was born, I knew that motherhood was invented by someone who had to have a word for it b/c the ones that had the children didn’t care whether there was a word for it or not”

· doesn’t buy it when Anse said he loved her—“I knew that that word was like the others: just a shape to fill a lack”

· She and Cash did not need words to express their love for each other

· Felt tricked by Anse when she became pregnant with Darl—that’s when she made Anse promise to take her to Jefferson when she died (calls it her revenge)

· So her family is carrying out a promise that she didn’t really care about

· Has affair with Whitfield

· Cash=Addie loves

· Darl=Addie resents

· Jewel=is Addie’s alone

· Dewey Dell=negates Jewel

· Vardaman=replaces child she’s robbed Anse of (

Chapter 41—Whitfield (177-179)

· Whitfield heads to Addie’s house hoping that she did not tell anyone about their affair 

· Plans to tell Anse of the affair, but when he gets to the house one of the Tull’s daughters tells him that she’s already dead and W reads this as a sign of God’s forgiveness so he abandons his plan to confess to Anse

Chapter 42—Darl (180-183)

· Head to the Armstid farm—help Cash recover

· Darl still uses wooden imagery to describe Jewel (“He had that wood look on his face again; that bold surly high-colored rigid look like his face and eyes were two colors of wood)

· References to Jewel are in italics

Chapter 43—Armstid (184-193)

· Jewel is trying to secure another team of mules—Armstid offers him his (but he’s only doing it to be nice)

· Can’t get Peabody over so they have a horse doctor set his leg

· Body starts smelling again—buzzards show up

· Lula Armstid is also outraged over how Anse is “treating” Addie

· Anse goes to Snopes to try to buy a team of mules—comes back looking guilty

· Gives him “chattel mortgage” (movable personal property)

· Took Cash’s money for a talking machine

· Also traded Jewel’s horse

· Seems like Jewel runs away but he really went to Snopes and traded in his prized possession

Chapter 44—Vardaman (194-197)

· buzzards are following them

· still thinks his mother is a fish

· Cash is in pain but isn’t complaining

· They’re planning on stopping in Mottson to get him some medicine

· Jewel is still gone

Chapter 45—Mosley (198-205)

· drug store owner

· watching DD as she enters the store—refers to her and other country folk as “them” (urban v. rural)

· DD is acting strange and nervous—asks M to go in the back so she can make her request, but she beats around the bush and he thinks she’s just started her period

· Finally M realizes that she wants an abortion—he won’t due it

· Goes on to tell us about the town’s reaction to the Bundrens

· Marshal is trying to order them to move b/c the body had been dead eight days—Anse won’t move

Chapter 46—Darl (206-209)

· make a cast of cement for Cash’s leg

· Jewel shows up—“he is coming up the road behind us, wooden-backed, wooden-faced, moving only from his hips down” 

· Darl’s mind seems to be unraveling and he’s acting a little out of character—harse with Anse (make it yourself)

· Mind wanders towards weariness—wonders how nice it would be to be able to “ravel out into time”

Chapter 47—Vardaman (210-211)

· Vardaman is trying to make sense out of what he sees; to make sense of his “jigsaw puzzle world” by fitting pieces together in his mind

· Curious about what happens to the buzzards at night
Chapter 48—Darl (212-213)

· Darl is taunting Jewel again asking, “whose son are you” “who is your father”?
· Jewel reacts with anger and it’s unclear if he knows the truth

· Cash is lightly complaining about how hot his leg is

· Darl keeps saying “we said”—is this F’s way of underscoring the unity of the family that Jewel is not a part of?

Chapter 49—Vardaman (214-217)

· Darl tells V that he can hear Addie talking—tells him that she’s talking to God
· Is he really hearing voices?

· Says she wants God to hide her away from the sight of man so that she can “lay down her life”—is he just saying that the journey needs to end and they need to bury her?

· Italicized parts are flash-forwards
· V says that he saw something that DD said not to tell anybody about—says it’s about Darl

· DD and V are sleeping on the Gillespies’ porch facing the yard—V can smell Addie’s body and his still wanting to know where the buzzards go at night

· The men move her coffin into the barn and V follows it and that’s where he sees whatever it is that DD said not to tell anyone about

Chapter 50—Darl (218-222)

· Novel’s climax—Jewel rescues Addie’s coffin from the fire

· Action begins in medias res—“in the middle of things” to involve the reader in the action (Darl is standing outside of the house looking at the fire)
· Barn is on fire
· Jewel, Darl, Mack and Gillespie are trying to rescue the animals

· Jewel keeps giving Darl dirty looks—hints that knows that Darl may have caused the fire

· Jewel saves Addie

· Language is beautiful—looks like a scene from hell

· Faulkner compares Gillespie and Jewel to figures in a Greek frieze (relief sculptures on ancient buildings)—again, suggesting that his characters have mythical qualities

Chapter 51—Vardaman (223-225)
· V again says that he say something that he can’t talk about

· Watch the barn burn down

· Meanwhile, Cash’s leg has turned black so they have to bust off the cement cast

· Gillespie is incredulous—can’t believe they set it with cement in the first place

· Darl is crying—V thinks it’s b/c Addie was almost consumed by the fire

· Reality is that he’s crying b/c his effort to cremate her failed

· Flood didn’t save her neither did the fire

Chapter 52—Darl (226-231)

· they’re on the outskirts of Jefferson
· modern scene—car passes them, telephone lines appear

· Anse bemoans the fact that he didn’t call ahead and have someone dig a grace for Addie

· DD has them stop so she can change into her Sunday clothes

· as they pass three “negroes” walking, the smell of Addie causes the three men to exclaim, “Great God, what they got in that wagon?”

· Jewel goes to hit them but they’ve passed them and he nearly hits a white man who takes out a knife

· Darl and Jewel unite here as Darl calms Jewel down and makes peace (also defends him at the same time)

· Darl seems to be very lucid (different from previous chapters)—is he crazy?
Chapter 53—Cash (232-238)

· one of the novel’s most thoughtful characters

· “It wasn’t nothing else to do”—G is threatening to sue the Bundrens b/c he knows that Darl set fire to the barn, so the Bundrens decide to send him “to Jackson” (state mental hospital)
· “Sometimes I aint so sho who’s got ere a right to say when a man is crazy and when he aint…It’s like it aint so much what a fellow does, but it’s the way the majority of folks is looking at him when he does it”

· Cash talks about how he understands why Darl did it—feels like J saving Addie from the flood was going against God, but then he also notes that there’s never an excuse for setting fire to someone else’s property

· It’s been nine days since Addie died

· Jewel is watching Darl from the tailgate with a predatory look—“like one of these bull dogs…watching the thing he was waiting to jump at”

· They’ve stopped at Mrs. BUndren’s house s to get a spade (this is misleading b/c it’s actual the woman who will become the future Mrs. Bundren)

· Bury Addie but it’s an afterthought—you almost don’t realize that they’ve done it

· Focus is on the arrival of the men from the state mental hospital (Anse called the authorities to take Darl away (trick)

· Cash thinks that DD likes Darl the most but then he’s surprised when she’s the first to try to detain him (“And then I believed I knowed how Gillespie knowed about how this barn taken fire”)

· Darl has been betrayed and wonders why Cash, of all people, didn’t tell him what was going to happen

· Darl begins to laugh (acts crazy)

Chapter 54—Peabody (239-240)

· Peabody is outraged by the way Cash has been treated 

· Blames Anse

· Also is outraged at their treatment of Darl—“You mean, it never bothered Anse much…No more than it bothered him to throw that poor devil down in the public street and handcuff him like a damn murderer”

· Asks sarcastically why Cash didn’t just let Anse chop off his leg at the nearest sawmill and then he adds, “Then you all could have stuck his [Anse’s] head into the saw and cured a whole family”

· Cash may end up with a shortened leg and he may never be able to walk again—Peabody can’t understand why Anse seems so indifferent to this possibility

Chapter 55—McGowan (241-248)
· scum—he’s scoping DD out to see if she’s attractive enough (meanwhile, he’s commenting on the ignorance of country folk)
· he’s bragging about how he seduced what he sees as an ignorant country woman

· giving DD fake medicine

Chapter 56—Vardaman (249-252)

· V is waiting outside the drug store for DD—the emptiness of the town square symbolizes his own loneliness
· Wants a train but will have to settle for bananas (apparently they’ve already been to the toy store and they find out that the train won’t be on display until Xmas)

Chapter 57—(253-254)

· Darl is now speaking in third person—seems to have lost touch with reality

· Probably a flashback

· Three interpretations:

· Darl is just acting the part

· Darl is laughing at the absurd world that he’s escaping

· Darl is insane—his family’s betrayal after Addie’s rejection has pushed him over the edge

Chapter 58—Dewey Dell (255-257)

· Anse finds DD’s $10 and realizes that she never had Cora’s cakes

· Anse takes the money (guilts her about it)
Chapter 59—Cash (258-261)

· preparing to leave Jefferson

· Anse has found a new wife

· Also got the teeth

· New wife is bringing a graphophone (music machine)—now all the Bundrens have gotten what they wanted from Jefferson

· What are we to make of the story—might want to draw a balance sheet: What did the Bundrens lose and what did they gain from the journey?

· Losses: two dead mules, Jewel’s horse, Cash’s leg, Darl

· Gains: graphophone, new teech, wife
