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Great Americans and Their Contributions

	Purpose 

In this lesson, you will learn about several great Americans.  Their contributions took many forms and influenced us in many different ways.  You will read personal facts about these contributors and learn what contributions these people made to America. 




Introduction

Throughout America’s history, many people have been recognized as having influenced our past and present through their accomplishments. 

Sometimes contributions are made “in the public eye,” and other times contributions are made quietly, in the background.  Either way, the people recognized in this lesson have had an impact on the lives of Americans in the past, in the present, and in many cases their impact will be felt in times to come.  The way you live your life today, the very freedoms you enjoy, were influenced by these great American contributors.  

This is not an exclusive set of people.  There are many more men and women that could have been added to the list.  The people here are examples of contributors about which every American should know.  They are listed alphabetically within the lesson, citing selected personal data as well as contributions.
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Susan B. Anthony

(1820–1906) 

Personal Data

· American reformer
· Abolitionist 

· Leader of the woman-suffrage movement
· President of the National American Woman Suffrage Association 

· Born in. Adams, Massachusetts 
Contributions

From the age of 17, as a teacher in rural New York state, Susan B. Anthony argued in support of equal pay for women teachers, for coeducation, and for college for women.

Anthony taught for 10 years and then directed her energies to benefit the temperance movement. Women and children were suffering from abuse at the hands of husbands and fathers who drank too much and banning alcohol was thought to be the only solution to end the problem. She organized the first women's temperance association, the Daughters of Temperance, when the Sons of Temperance refused to admit women into their movement.

She traveled to Seneca Falls, New York, where a temperance convention was being held and there she met suffragist leader Elizabeth Cady Stanton. From that time on their names were associated as the leaders of the woman's suffrage movement in the United States. They became friends and lifelong collaborators.

Anthony lectured on women's rights and on abolition of slavery, and with Elizabeth Stanton, pressured the New York state legislature to repeal most of the Married Women's Property Acts. Repeal of this act guaranteed women rights over their children and control of their own property and wages. Prior to this, women did not have those rights.  During the Civil War, she was a co-organizer of the Women's Loyal League that supported Lincoln's government. She and other suffragists became particularly active in the abolitionist’s cause in support of Lincoln’s emancipation policy.

Anthony and Stanton organized the National Woman Suffrage Association in 1869 and in 1890 this group united with the American Woman Suffrage Association to form the National American Woman Suffrage Association. Anthony was president from 1892 to 1900.

The 1900s witnessed a number of dramatic changes that had taken place because of Anthony’s dedication to women's rights. For example, all professional and vocational fields were open to women; women were no longer compelled to marry for financial support; most of the institutions of higher learning admitted female students; working women had their own unions; and there was significant progress made in improving the legal status of women.  However, although Susan B. Anthony was once arrested for attempting to vote, she did not live long enough to see women receive their right to vote in 1920.
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Clara Barton 

(1821–1912)

Personal Data

· American humanitarian
· Organizer of the American Red Cross

· Born in North Oxford, Massachusetts

Contributions

Clara Barton completed her education at the age of 15 and began teaching at Bordentown, New Jersey, in 1850. In New Jersey, at that time, schooling was not free, and as a result, few children were educated. Barton made a deal to teach without pay, if the school tuition was waived. She took pride in having established the first free school in New Jersey. During her tenure, school enrollment in Bordentown was raised from 6 to 600. When town officials appointed a male administrator over her, she resigned. 

After teaching, she was employed as a copyist in the U.S. Patent Office. She was the first woman in America to hold such a government post. After the outbreak of the Civil War, she was determined to serve the Federal troops. She established a service of supplies for soldiers in army camps and on the battlefields. Barton was present with Federal forces during the siege of Charleston, South Carolina, and also at engagements in the Wilderness and at Fredericksburg, Virginia, and elsewhere. She was called the Angel of the Battlefield. Barton not only provided nursing services on the battlefields. Her aptitude for obtaining and distributing much- needed provisions, made her welcome everywhere. 
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In 1865, after receiving the endorsement of President Lincoln, she began her search for missing prisoners. The 20,000 names she compiled established the Bureau of Records in Washington and allowed the identification of thousands of the dead at Andersonville Prison in Georgia. She later visited the notorious prison camp to mark Union graves. 

In Europe for a conference of the International Red Cross, she offered her services of military hospital administration at the outbreak of the Franco-Prussian War (1870). Her most original idea was to put needy Strasbourg women to work sewing garments for pay.  This was an opportunity for them to earn money.

She returned to the United States in 1873 and in 1881 organized the American National Red Cross, which she headed until 1904. Her successful efforts brought about United States ratification of the Geneva Convention for the care of war wounded (1882). Her work also emphasized Red Cross involvement in national catastrophes other than war.

Thomas Alva Edison

(1847–1931) 

Personal Data

· American inventor
· Born in Milan, Ohio
Thomas Edison had limited schooling and was mostly home schooled by his mother. He started working at the age of 12 selling fruit and candy, and was also a newsboy on the Grand Trunk Railroad. It was during these years that Edison began to suffer from deafness, which worsened through the rest of his life. Exempt from military service because of deafness, he was a telegrapher in various cities until he joined Western Union Telegraph Company in Boston in 1868. 

Contributions

Among Edison’s early inventions were the transmitter and receiver for the automatic telegraph, the quadruplex system of transmitting four simultaneous messages, and an improved stock-ticker system. He received his first patent for an electric vote recorder.

In 1877, he invented the carbon telephone transmitter for the Western Union Telegraph Company, which marked progress toward making the Bell telephone practical. Edison’s phonograph (patented 1878), his most original and lucrative invention, was distinguished as the first successful instrument of its kind. Edison is most famous for creating the first commercially practical incandescent lamp with a carbon filament in 1879.

Other significant inventions of Edison’s were: an experimental electric railroad, superior storage battery of iron and nickel with an alkaline electrolyte, the Kinetoscope, or peep show machine, and the synchronization of motion pictures and sound. Talking pictures were based on his work in this area. Edison held over 1,300 U.S. and foreign patents.

During World War I, Edison served as head of the U.S. Navy Consulting Board and contributed 45 inventions, including substitutes for previously imported chemicals (especially carbolic acid, or phenol), defensive instruments against U-boats, a ship-telephone system, an underwater searchlight, smoke screen machines, anti-torpedo nets, turbine projectile heads, collision mats, navigating equipment, and methods of aiming and firing naval guns. After the war, he established the Naval Research Laboratory, the only American institution for organized weapons research until World War II.

His workshops at Menlo Park and West Orange, N.J., were significant predecessors of the modern industrial research laboratory in which teams of workers systematically perform research.
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Fredrick Douglass

(1817–1895)

Personal Data

· American abolitionist
· Born in Easton, Maryland 
· Wrote “Up From Slavery”
Contributions

Frederick Douglass was the first African American leader of national stature in United States history. He took the name of Douglass after his second, and successful, attempt to escape from slavery in 1838. 
An impromptu speech about his experiences as a slave before a meeting of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society in 1841 was so effective he was immediately hired as a lecturer for the Society.
In 1847, Douglass, who had learned to read and write while a slave, established the North Star and edited it for 17 years for the abolitionist cause.

During the Civil War, President Lincoln asked Douglass to recruit African American soldiers for the Union Army.  As the war progressed, Douglass met with Lincoln twice to discuss the use and treatment of African American soldiers by the Union forces. As a result, the role of African American soldiers was improved each time they met, and the soldiers’ military effectiveness greatly increased. 
After the war and during the Reconstruction, Douglass continued to urge civil rights for African Americans. Douglass was the one African American with status enough to make suggestions to politicians. President Rutherford B. Hayes appointed him to the post of U.S. marshal for the District of Columbia (1877–81), recorder of deeds for the same district (1881–86), minister-resident and consul-general to the Republic of Haiti (1889–91), as well as chargé d'affaires to Santo Domingo.

John Herschel Glenn, Jr.

(1921 –    )

Personal Data

· American aviator

· Astronaut

· Senator

Contributions

Upon graduating from high school in 1939, John Glenn enrolled at Muskingum College to study chemical engineering. He left Muskingum to become a naval aviator after the United States entered World War II.
Glenn was commissioned in the Marine Corps Reserve, based in the Marshall Islands, and flew 59 combat bombing missions against the Japanese during the war. His primary job upon returning to the United States was as a flight instructor.  In July 1945, he was promoted to captain and remained on active duty after the war. He was brought into the regular Marine Corps in 1946.
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Glenn flew jets in ground support missions for the Marines during the Korean conflict. Additionally, he flew the Air Force's new F-86 fighters in air-to-air combat, completing a total of 90 missions between February and September 1953. He earned the reputation for flying at such close range to the enemy that often he returned with aircraft that appeared as if it would never fly again. He returned from one flight with an aircraft that had more than 200 holes in it, and it was immediately nicknamed "Glenn's flying doily." 

After his return from Korea in 1953, Glenn was promoted to major. While assigned to the Bureau of Aeronautics, he developed a project in which an F8U Crusader jet fighter would try to break the non-stop transcontinental speed record, refueling in mid-air three times. He made the flight himself, and on July 16, 1957, he flew from Los Angeles to New York in 3 hours, 23 minutes. Glenn received his fifth Distinguished Flying Cross for this achievement and added it to the many medals he had earned.

In 1958, the U.S. government began Project Mercury, a top-priority plan to place a man in orbit around the earth. The same month Glenn was promoted to lieutenant colonel. After going through strenuous physical and psychological testing, he was named one of the seven Mercury astronauts. Glenn was backup pilot for the suborbital flights of Alan Shepard and Gus Grissom in 1961. 

On Feb. 20, 1962, he flew the first American orbital mission, in the "Friendship 7," circling the earth three times in a vehicle launched from Cape Canaveral, Florida.

Before leaving the Marines, Glenn was promoted by President Lyndon Johnson to full colonel at a White House ceremony in October 1964. Glenn retired from the military in January 1965.

Glenn entered Ohio politics and was elected to the U.S. Senate as a Democrat in 1974. While serving in the Senate, he became the principal author of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Act of 1978, which sought to limit the spread of nuclear weapons. In 1980 he was re-elected to the Senate. Glenn campaigned unsuccessfully for the Democratic Presidential nomination in 1984, but won back his Senate seat both in the 1986 and 1992 elections. 

Glenn proposed a plan that would allow him to go into space again. His plan was to study the effects of space on older Americans. Still in good physical shape, Glenn re-entered the space program and on October 29, 1998 - 36 years after his first orbital flight around the earth, he became the oldest person to go into space. In 1999, he retired from the Senate.
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Bob Hope

(1903–2003) 

Personal Data

· American comedian

· Born Leslie Townes Hope

· Born in Eltham, England

Bob Hope, born in England, moved with his family to Cleveland, Ohio, at the age of four. He began performing in vaudeville in the 1920s and moved to Hollywood in 1938 to pursue a film career.

Contributions

Beginning in 1953, Hope hosted annual Christmas television specials, many of which were broadcast internationally to U.S. troops stationed abroad. During World War II, the Korean conflict, the Vietnam War, and even in peacetime, Hope toured with a number of United Service Organization (USO) shows, entertaining U.S. troops and earning the title of “USO’s Ambassador of Good Will.”  Hope entertained the troops, often at great risk.

Hope continued to entertain American servicemen and servicewomen around the world even in his later years. In 1971, he applied for a visa in order to go to Hanoi and to attempt negotiations for the release of U.S. prisoners of war. An almost 90-year-old Hope traveled to the Persian Gulf to visit U.S. troops prior to the start of the Gulf War. A favorite performer of many U.S. presidents, beginning with Franklin D. Roosevelt, Hope received an honorary knighthood in 1998 from Elizabeth II, Queen of his native England. 

John F. Kennedy (JFK)

(1917 – 1963)
Personal Data

· American statesman
· Thirty-fifth president of the United States

· Born in Brookline, Massachusetts 

· Married Jacqueline Bouvier

· Wrote “Why England Slept” and “Profiles in Courage”

In the fall of 1936, John F. Kennedy enrolled at Harvard University, graduating cum laude in June of 1940. While an undergraduate at Harvard, he served briefly in London as secretary to his father, who was ambassador there. 

Contributions

In 1941, during World War II, Kennedy enlisted in the Navy and in 1943 became commander of a PT (torpedo) boat in the Pacific. In action off the Solomon Islands, his boat was rammed and sunk by a Japanese destroyer. Kennedy, despite personal serious injuries, led the surviving crew through miles of perilous waters to safety and is credited with saving the life of at least one of his crew.
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In 1947, he became a Democratic Congressman from Boston, and in 1952 was elected to the Senate. Kennedy nearly gained the Democratic nomination for vice president in 1956, and four years later was a first-ballot nominee for president.

Kennedy became the 35th president of the United States in 1960, the youngest president ever elected, and the first Roman Catholic.

Soon after his inauguration, Kennedy set out his domestic program to the Congress, which launched the country onto a period of extended growth not seen since World War II.  The program was known as the New Frontier. He proposed:

· Tax reform

· Federal aid to education

· Medical care for the aged under Social Security

· Aid to depressed areas

· An accelerated space program that led the first Americans into orbit and to reach the moon

· A federal desegregation policy in schools and universities

· Civil Rights reform

· The 10-year Alliance for Progress to aid Latin America

· The Peace Corps

Kennedy's proposals for medical care for the aged and aid to education were defeated, but on minimum wage, trade legislation, and other measures he won important victories.
At the height of the Cold War, Kennedy displayed moderation and a firm hand in foreign policy. His first crisis came in April 1961 with an unsuccessful invasion of the Bay of Pigs in Cuba by Cuban exiles trained and aided by the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). Although Kennedy did not plan the invasion, it had been planned under Eisenhower; Kennedy had approved it and accepted the responsibility. The action was considered a political blunder, which created an enormous setback in foreign relations for him.

In June 1961, the President met with Soviet Premier Khrushchev with hopes of thawing out the cold war. These hopes were shattered by Khrushchev's threat that the USSR would enter into a peace treaty with East Germany.  In the period of tension that followed, the East German government erected the Berlin Wall to prevent East Germans from moving to the West. While the East Germans erected the Berlin Wall, the United States increased its military strength. 

In October 1962, U.S. reconnaissance planes discovered Soviet missile bases in Cuba. Kennedy immediately ordered a blockade of the harbor to prevent more weapons from reaching Cuba and demanded the missiles’ removal. Kennedy ordered a “quarantine” of Cuba and moved troops into position to eliminate the threat to U.S. security. After an interval of extreme tension, when the world appeared to be on the brink of nuclear war, the USSR complied with Kennedy’s demands. Kennedy won much praise for his firm position in the crisis, but some criticized him for what they felt to be an unnecessary confrontation.  The signing of a limited test-ban treaty in Moscow, which prohibited the atmospheric testing of nuclear weapons, eventually thawed tension with the USSR.

The Kennedy administration saw a growing Communist threat to the South Vietnamese government in Southeast Asia. In response, the U.S. steadily increased the number of military advisers in South Vietnam and for the first time placed U.S. troops in combat situations. As hostility in South Vietnam grew, the United States involved itself in political manipulation and finally conspired the overthrow of the corrupt South Vietnamese dictator, Ngo Dinh Diem in October 1963.

Unfortunately, many of Kennedy's domestic reform proposals never made it through Congress. To protect civil rights and integration, the administration assigned federal marshals to protect Freedom Ride demonstrators. Federal troops were sent to Mississippi in 1962 and a federalized National Guard was sent to Alabama in 1963 to quell disturbances resulting from enforced school desegregation. Much of Kennedy’s proposed civil-rights legislation was not addressed until after his death.

As his third year in office drew to a close, he recommended an $11-billion tax cut to bolster the economy. The measure was pending in Congress when Kennedy, planning a second term in office, traveled to Texas for a series of speeches. While riding in a motorcade in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963, Kennedy was shot to death by an assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Martin Luther King, Jr.

(1929 – 1968)
Personal Data

· American clergyman
· Civil-rights leader
· Born in Atlanta, Georgia
· Married Coretta Scott 
Martin Luther King, Jr., the son of a pastor, graduated from Morehouse College (B.A. 1948), Crozer Theological Seminary (B.D. 1951), Boston University (Ph.D. 1955), and became minister of the Dexter Ave. Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama in 1954.
Contributions

King joined the supporters of Rosa Parks, an African American woman who had been arrested in Montgomery for refusing to give up her bus seat to a white person. He led the boycott of segregated city bus lines in Montgomery and in 1956 was instrumental in getting them to operate on a desegregated basis.

King, with the Rev. Ralph Abernathy, organized the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), which provided him with a means to pursue further civil-rights activities, first in the South and later across the nation. His philosophy of nonviolent resistance, inspired by his studies of Mahatma Gandhi, led to his numerous arrests in the 1950s and 60s.
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He organized the August 1963 march on Washington, which brought more than 200,000 people together. From the Lincoln Memorial, he gave his famous "I have a dream” speech. He said that he dreamed of that day, when "my four little children ... will not be judged by the color of their skin but the content of their character."

In 1964, he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his civil rights work, becoming the youngest recipient of that prize in history.

His causes widened from civil rights to include criticism of the Vietnam War and a concern over poverty. He interrupted his plans for a Poor People's March to Washington, for a trip to Memphis, Tenn., to show support for striking sanitation workers in their push for better salaries.

On Apr. 4, 1968, he was assassinated as he stood on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel, which later became a civil-rights museum. His birthday is a national holiday, celebrated on the third Monday in January. 
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Abraham Lincoln

(1809 – 1865)
Personal Data

· Sixteenth president of the United States

· Born on February 12, 1809

· Born in Hardin County, Kentucky

· Married Mary Todd 1842

Contributions

Lincoln gained national attention in his political career in 1858 when as the Republican candidate for senator from Illinois, he engaged in a series of debates with Stephen A. Douglass, his Democratic opponent. He lost the election, but continued to prepare for the 1860 Republican convention, where he earned the presidential nomination on the third ballot. He won the presidential election over three opponents and became the sixteenth president.

Lincoln's election caused great dissent in the South (because of his position on slavery) and was the signal for secession.  By the time of Lincoln's inauguration, seven states had seceded from the Union. Determined to preserve the Union at all costs, Lincoln condemned secession but promised that he would not use of force to bring the seven states in line. Eventually, he had no choice but to order the provisioning of Fort Sumter, which the South interpreted as an act of war. On April 12, 1861, Fort Sumter was fired upon, and the Civil War began.

Lincoln was not an abolitionist, and he felt that preserving the Union was a more important issue than slavery. He soon realized that the Civil War could not be brought to a successful end without freeing the slaves. The Union victory at Antietam gave him a position of strength from which to issue his own Emancipation Proclamation.

Lincoln was deeply affected by the atrocities of war inflicted upon all soldiers. He gave one of the noblest public speeches ever made, the Gettysburg Address, at the dedication of the soldiers' cemetery at Gettysburg in 1863. The Gettysburg Address of Nov. 19, 1863, marks a high point in Lincoln’s presidency. 

Lincoln was re-elected to his second term in 1864, defeating Gen. George B. McClellan. His inaugural address urged leniency toward the South: “With malice toward none, with charity for all . . . let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds . . .” He was assassinated in Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C.
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John Marshall

(1755 – 1835)

Personal Data

· 4th Chief Justice of the United States (1801–1835)

· Born in Prince William County, Virginia

Contributions 

John Marshall’s only formal education was listening to lectures on law given by George Wythe at the College of William and Mary.  His excellent skill in debate made him one of the most respected lawyers of Virginia. 

Although Marshall gave outspoken support to the Federalists' position on the need for a strong central government, he declined President George Washington’s request to be the U.S. Attorney General in 1795. 

Marshall, served in the House of Representatives the 1799 to 1800, and then left when President John Adams appointed him Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court in 1801. During his 34 years on the bench, Marshall’s court greatly influenced the direction of the law and government by testing and defining the powers of the new Constitution.

 The concept of "judicial review," which recognizes the authority of the Supreme Court to declare laws unconstitutional, was possibly the most important decision made by the Court. In 1803, the case of Marbury v. Madison came before the Court. The decision in this case was the first by the Supreme Court to void an act passed by Congress that the Court considered in violation of the Constitution. 

In various other decisions over the years, Chief Justice Marshall enforced his view of the supremacy of a strong federal government, while opposing states' rights in governing.  Marshall also presided over the treason trial of Aaron Burr in 1807. 
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Norman Rockwell

(1894–1978)

Personal Data

· American illustrator

· Born in New York City, New York

Contributions 

Norman Rockwell spent his summers as a child with his family on farms in the country. He later recalled in his autobiography, My Adventures as an Illustrator, "I have no bad memories of my summers in the country," and commented that his memories "all together form[ed] an image of sheer blissfulness." He felt that his summers in the country "had a lot to do with what I painted later on."

A dedicated and solemn student at the Art Students League, his fellow students nicknamed him "The Deacon."  

Rockwell traveled to Philadelphia in March of 1916 attempting to see the editor of the Saturday Evening Post. He brought several paintings and sketches that he thought would make good covers for the Post. The editor liked Rockwell’s work so much that he accepted everything for Post covers. This began his long-term relationship with the Post. 

Rockwell joined the Navy in 1917, shortly after the United States entered World War I. Assigned to the camp newspaper; he continued to paint for the Post and other publications. 

Rockwell painted his famous "Four Freedoms" series after President Franklin Roosevelt made his 1941 speech to Congress setting out the "four essential human freedoms." The paintings portrayed Freedom of Speech, Freedom of Worship, Freedom from Want, and Freedom from Fear. The series of paintings became popular after they were published in the Post in 1943. The federal government arranged a national tour for the paintings in order to sell war bonds. The editor of the Post at that time, noted in Rockwell's autobiography, "They were viewed by 1,222,000 people in 16 leading cities and were instrumental in selling $132,992,539 worth of bonds."

Over the years, Rockwell painted 317 covers for the Post. His last Post cover appeared in December of 1963. In 1975, at the age of 81, Rockwell was still painting, working on his 56th Boys Scout calendar. The artist lived the last 25 years of his life in Stockbridge, Mass., where a large museum devoted to his work opened in 1993. 
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Eleanor Roosevelt

(1884–1962) 

Personal Data

· American humanitarian

· Born in New York City, New York

· Married Franklin D. Roosevelt March 17, 1905
· Niece of President Theodore Roosevelt
Eleanor Roosevelt attended the Allenswood School in England from 1899 - 1902, where she demonstrated a superior intellect and was seen as “a born leader.” Upon her return to the United States, she acquired a firsthand awareness of the discrimination and poor working conditions within the garment industry, as well as the poverty of immigrant living conditions from her work with the Junior League and the Consumers League, both in New York from 1903-1904.

During her husband’s early political career Eleanor acted as political helpmate and became even more involved while attending her first Democratic Party convention. She joined the Red Cross during World War I and visited wounded veterans in the hospital, a practice she continued throughout her life. 

Eleanor joined the League of Women Voters in 1920. This organization devoted itself to the advancement of women in politics. She made her first public speeches for the League of Women Voters. She later joined the Women’s Trade Union League and the Women’s Division of the Democratic State Committee. In 1926, with help from her activists’ contacts, she purchased a school for girls, named Todhunter. There she taught history and government. During this time, Redbook magazine published one of her writings, “Women Must Learn to Play the Game as Men Do” (1928). Her views in the article strengthened her position as a powerful force for female independence. The same year, she became director of the Bureau of Women’s Activities of the Democratic National Committee.

In 1921, Franklin Roosevelt contracted poliomyelitis, which left him paralyzed from the waist down and in a wheelchair for the rest of his life. To encourage him to remain in politics, Eleanor traveled extensively throughout the nation for the next 10 years. She acted as his representative, making observations for him and speaking on his behalf on many issues. She spoke about civil rights and feminist mobility, effectively maintaining his presence and consequently keeping his career alive as he gradually recovered.

Eleanor became the first wife of a president to hold a press conference allowing only female journalists to attend. This was her way of pressuring the largely male-staffed newspapers to hire female reporters. Throughout her husband’s four terms as president, she held more than 300 press conferences. Her ideas influenced her husband’s policy decisions and impacted popular opinion as well. In 1935, she began to publish her opinion in a daily syndicated column, “My Day,” which she continued to write until her death in 1962. 

Examples of Eleanor’s social advocacy During the 1930s are as follows:

· Spearheaded an experimental homestead project for coal miners in West Virginia

· Helped initiate the National Youth Administration, securing employment rights for young employees

· Arranged numerous meetings between the President and various activists

· Urged the President to:

· expand the role of women in politics

· denounce segregation policy in the South 

· create anti-lynching legislature in cooperation with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)

Eleanor publicly resigned from the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) after it barred Marian Anderson, an African-American singer, from performing before its assembly in Washington, D.C. The DAR, a feminist league, received a public reprimand in her letter of resignation where she stated, “I am in complete disagreement with the attitude taken in refusing Constitution Hall to a great artist…You had an opportunity to lead in an enlightened way and it seems to me that your organization has failed.” Marian Anderson was then invited by the federal government to perform on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial on Easter Sunday, 1939.

President Harry S. Truman asked Eleanor to become a U.S. delegate for the United Nations after Franklin’s death in 1945. She served as a delegate from 1945 – 1953.  She was subsequently made chair of the Commission on Human Rights, a subsidiary of the UN Economic and Social Council. She spent the remainder of her life devoted to improving awareness and international policies towards civil and human rights issues. 
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Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR)

(1882 – 1945) 

Personal Data

· Thirty second president of the United States  

· Born in Hyde Park, New York

· Married Eleanor Roosevelt March 17, 1905

· Fifth cousin of President Theodore Roosevelt

Contributions

Franklin D. Roosevelt began a career as a lawyer after attending Groton, Harvard University, and Columbia Law School.

FDR, as he was called, entered politics following the example of his fifth cousin, President Theodore Roosevelt, whom he greatly admired. FDR won election to the New York Senate in 1910. President Woodrow Wilson appointed him Assistant Secretary of the Navy from 1913 to 1920. In 1920, he was selected by James M. Cox to be his Vice Presidential candidate on the Democratic ticket. They lost overwhelmingly to Warren Harding and Calvin Coolidge.

FDR was elected President in 1932, his first of four terms, over the republican incumbent, Herbert C. Hoover. Assuming the Presidency at the height of the Great Depression, FDR acted quickly to help the American people regain confidence in themselves and the country. He brought hope as he promised with prompt, vigorous action, and asserted in his Inaugural Address, "the only thing we have to fear is fear itself." 

By March of 1932, there were 13,000,000 unemployed, and almost every bank was closed.  In his first "hundred days," he proposed, and Congress enacted, a sweeping program to bring recovery to business and agriculture, relief to the unemployed, and to those in danger of losing farms and homes. 

The government also acted directly to develop the natural resources of the country with the establishment of the Tennessee Valley Authority in 1933 and the Rural Electrification Administration in 1935. 

The Nation now had achieved some amount of recovery, but businessmen and bankers were turning against Roosevelt's New Deal program. Roosevelt responded with a new program of reform: Social Security, a long-range plan for the future protection of the worker in unemployment, sickness, and old age. Heavier taxes were placed on the wealthy, and new regulations over banks, which loosened credit and insured deposits, were enacted. An enormous work relief program, called the Works Progress Administration (later the Work Projects Administration), was established with the intent to offer immediate work programs for the unemployed. In 1936 FDR was re-elected.

Roosevelt endorsed a "good neighbor" policy in foreign affairs and pledged “hemisphere solidarity” toward Latin America. He signed reciprocal trade agreements that greatly improved the United States’ relationship with the neighboring countries to the south. Additionally, he extended diplomatic recognition to the USSR. 

FDR opposed the entry of the United States into the Second World War. Nonetheless, when England came under siege in 1940, he began to send Great Britain all possible aid and stopped short of actual military involvement.

When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, Roosevelt directed organization of the Nation's manpower and resources for global war. 

The majority of FDR’s third administration was dominated by U.S. entry into World War II. During this time, the first peacetime Selective Service Act (the Draft) came into full force. Roosevelt was mostly responsible for the rapid growth of American military strength. 

Roosevelt was respected abroad as one of the great leaders of the world during this period of upheaval. Roosevelt did not live to see Germany surrendered to the Allies; Franklin Delano Roosevelt died suddenly almost a month earlier.

Roosevelt spoke eloquently for human freedom and during his lifetime, worked toward the establishment of the United Nations. 
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Theodore (Teddy) Roosevelt

(1858 – 1919)

Personal Data

· Twenty sixth president of the United States  

· Born in New York City, New York

· Fifth cousin of Franklin Delano Roosevelt

Contributions
Teddy Roosevelt became President with the assassination of President McKinley in 1901. Not quite 43, he became the youngest President in the Nation's history. He brought new excitement and power to the Presidency, as he vigorously led Congress and the American public toward progressive reforms and a strong foreign policy. 

As President, Roosevelt held the ideal that the Government should be the great arbiter of the conflicting economic forces in the Nation, especially between capital and labor, guaranteeing justice to each and dispensing favors to none. He fathered important legislation, including the Reclamation Act of 1902 (the Newlands Act), which made possible federal irrigation projects; the bill establishing the U.S. Department of Commerce and Labor (1903); and the Elkins Act of 1903, which put an end to freight rebates by railroads.

During his second term as president, Roosevelt supported the passage of the Hepburn Act in 1906, which revitalized the Interstate Commerce Commission and authorized greater governmental authority over railroads. Additionally in 1906, he promoted the passage of the Meat Inspection Act and the Pure Food and Drug Act. By his aggressive domestic policy, Roosevelt resolutely increased the power of the President.

Roosevelt piloted the United States more actively into world politics. Aware of the strategic need for a shortcut between the Atlantic and Pacific, Roosevelt ensured the construction of the Panama Canal by intervening in the Panamanian revolution in 1903. A U.S. navy warship, the Nashville, prevented the landing of Colombian troops in Panama, thus contributing to the success of the revolution. His corollary to the Monroe Doctrine prevented the establishment of foreign bases in the Caribbean and assumed the sole right of intervention in Latin America to the United States.

He won the Nobel Peace Prize for mediating the peace conference for the Russo-Japanese War, reached a Gentleman's Agreement on immigration with Japan to discourage emigration of Japanese laborers to the United States, and sent the Great White Fleet on a goodwill tour of the world. 

Some of Theodore Roosevelt's most effective achievements were in conservation. He added enormously to the national forests in the West, reserved lands for public use, and fostered great irrigation projects. 
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Jonas Salk

(1914 – 1995)

Personal Data

· American physician, microbiologist
· Born in New York City, New York 

Contributions

Jonas Salk earned a B.S. from the College of the City of New York in 1934 and his M.D. from New York Univ. College of Medicine in 1939.

Salk did research on the influenza virus at the University of Michigan in 1946 and became assistant professor of epidemiology there. He was best known for his work in developing a vaccine against poliomyelitis (polio). Polio was affecting the health of many Americans.

By cultivating three strains of the virus separately in monkey tissue, Salk was able to produce the Salk vaccine. The virus was separated from the tissue, stored for a week, and killed with formaldehyde; tests were then made to make certain that the virus was dead. A series of three or four injections with the killed virus vaccine was required to transmit immunity.  An oral version of the vaccine is still given to children today.

In 1963, he was a founding director of the Salk Institute for Biological Studies at the University of California, San Diego; he retired in 1975. 
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Harry S. Truman

(1884 – 1972)

Personal Data

· Thirty third president of the United States  

· Born in Lamar, Missouri

Contributions

Harry Truman was educated in Independence, Missouri where he held various small business positions from 1900 until 1905. Soon after the United States entered World War I, he enlisted in the artillery in 1917, serving in France and achieving the rank of captain.  

A supporter of Woodrow Wilson, Truman was a loyal Democrat from 1922 to 1934.  He served as judge in several positions where he gave close attention to problems of local administration.

Truman, also a firm supporter of Franklin Roosevelt, was elected U.S. senator from Missouri in 1932. Reelected in 1940, he gained national attention as chairman of the Senate Committee to Investigate the National Defense Program, which was established to oversee government operations and contracts.

In June 1944, Franklin Roosevelt was reelected to his fourth Presidential term and he selected Truman as his Vice President. Roosevelt died suddenly on April 12, 1945, after only 82 days of his fourth term in office. Truman assumed power at a very critical time for the U.S. Within a month after Roosevelt’s death, Germany surrendered to the Allies, May 8, 1945. Truman was now faced with the problems of concluding World War II in the Pacific.

After the war in Europe ended, Truman joined other world leaders at the Potsdam Conference to discuss the postwar settlement of Europe and urgent international problems. It was his unfortunate choice to authorize the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki to end the conflict with Japan. Although the bombing brought an immediate end to the war with Japan, the morality of that decision continues to be controversial. After the war, he placed a plaque on his desk that illustrated his feelings of executive responsibility: "The Buck Stops Here!"

At home, Truman faced the challenges of returning to a peacetime economy. Inflation and demobilization were his chief worries. Truman took steps to demobilize the armed forces, terminate wartime agencies, and resume production of peacetime goods. Although Truman gradually began to eliminate Roosevelt’s New Dealers, his national policies were basically a continuation of those of the New Deal. His program of reforms, labeled the Fair Deal, called for:

· Guaranteed full employment
· A permanent Fair Employment Practices Committee to end racial discrimination 

· An increased minimum wage 
· Extended social security benefits
· Price and rent controls
· Public housing projects
· Public health insurance
Congress, which was controlled by the Republicans, blocked most of these projects.

In foreign affairs, Truman saw the USSR as his chief adversary due to Russian aggressiveness in the international arena. Relations with that country deteriorated rapidly after the Potsdam Conference. The two powers were unable to work out plans to reunite Germany, produce general disarmament, or establish a United Nations armed force. 

Truman considered Communist expansion to be one of the biggest threats in Southern and Western Europe. In 1947, he proposed giving economic and military aid to Greece and Turkey, whose bankruptcy and defeat by Communist elements seemed imminent

Truman declared his support for democracy abroad announcing the Truman Doctrine “to support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures.” The Truman Doctrine signaled the beginning of the U.S. policy of the “containment” of Communism. 

The Truman Doctrine was implemented by the adoption of the Marshall Plan in 1947, which provided economic aid from richer Western nations to struggling countries in Europe and Asia. The democratic governments in Europe, South America, Africa, and elsewhere supported the plan. The Point Four program of 1949 provided technical aid to underdeveloped countries. 

Truman supported the establishment of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) by Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Great Britain, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, and Portugal.  Its major purpose at the time was for the collective defense against the threat of aggression by the Soviet Union. 

Truman was elected to a second Presidential term.  Congress, in response to the rising fear of Communist subversion across the country, passed the McCarran Internal Security Act in 1950. The Act provided for the registration of Communist and Communist-front organizations. Truman opposed the Act and vetoed it, however, the Congress overturned his veto.

Crisis overseas caused increased fear of Communism within the United States. On Sunday, June 25, 1950, the Korean War began when North Korean Communist forces invaded the Republic of South Korea. Truman reacted swiftly and sent U.S. troops to Korea with the support of the United Nations. In 1951, amid national frustration over the war, he dismissed Gen. Douglas MacArthur as head of the Far East Command of the U.S. Army for insubordination and challenging the administration’s Far Eastern policies. 

Truman declined the presidential nomination in 1952 for a third term. A new constitutional amendment limiting presidents to two terms did not apply to him.
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Harriet Tubman

(1820–1913)

Personal Data

· American abolitionist

· Born in Dorchester Co., Maryland

Contributions

Born into slavery, Harriet Tubman was a spy, nurse, feminist, and social reformer during a period of extreme turmoil in the United States.

One of the most famous opponents of slavery in the years before the U.S. Civil War, she escaped her own slavery in 1849 and became one of the most successful guides, called “conductors,” on the Underground Railroad. The Underground Railroad referred to the network of houses that allowed for the safe, however, illegal transportation of escaped slaves. 

Tubman said, “I never run my train off the track [on my railroad], and I never lost a passenger."

She led more than 300 slaves to freedom, and carried a loaded revolver that she used to encourage any slaves who had second thoughts about escaping to the north and to discourage any slave bounty hunters they happened to meet along the way.

Tubman personally knew such prominent abolitionists as New York Governor William H. Seward, suffragist Susan B. Anthony, writer Ralph Waldo Emerson, and the Louisa May Alcott family. She admired John Brown enormously and became closely associated with him before his raid on the Federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry.

During the Civil War, Harriet Tubman went to Beaufort, South Carolina to nurse the sick and wounded Union soldiers after the fall of Port Royal. While there she taught self-sufficiency to recently freed slaves. She also served as a laundress and spy.

After the Civil War, she returned home and devoted herself to helping needy children and the elderly. She raised money to fund schools for former slaves, collected clothes for destitute children, found housing for the elderly, and assisted the poor and disabled.
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Booker T. Washington

(1856–1915)

Personal Data

· American educator 

· African American leader

· Born in Franklin Co., Virginia

Contributions

After the Civil War, Booker T. Washington worked in salt furnaces and coalmines in Malden, West Virginia. He attended school part time until he was able to enter the Hampton Institute, in Virginia. A friend of the principal paid his tuition, and he worked as a janitor to earn his room and board.

After three years at Hampton, he taught school for African-American children in Malden, and then left to study at Wayland Seminary, Washington, D.C. There he became disillusioned with the traditional education given in African American schools and felt that manual training in rural skills and crafts was more practical for the advancement of his race.

Appointed an instructor at Hampton Institute (now Hampton University) in 1879, he was given responsibility for the training of 100 Native Americans who were admitted there experimentally. He proved to be a great success in his two years on the faculty, and he later developed the night school at the Institute.

In 1881, Washington was chosen to head a newly established college in Tuskegee, Alabama. The school would offer elementary education and trade skills for African Americans. Under his direction, Tuskegee Institute (now Tuskegee University) became one of the leading African American educational institutions in America. The programs at the Institute reflected Washington’s philosophy that industrial training was the only way African Americans could learn self-respect and earn economic independence.
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Orville Wright

(1871–1948)

Personal Data

· American airplane inventor

· Born in Dayton, Ohio
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Wilbur Wright

(1867–1912)

Personal Data

· American airplane inventor

· Born in New Castle, Indiana 

Contributions 

Orville and Wilbur Wright were sons of a minister of the United Brethren Church. Though neither one of them graduated from high school, they both were bright and displayed mechanical genius from boyhood

While reading about the glider experiments of a German engineer, in the 1890s the Wright brothers’ interest in aviation was awakened. Both skilled mechanics, the Wrights opened a repair shop in Dayton, Ohio, and began a business making and selling their own bicycles. In their off hours, they used the shop for the construction of their early aircraft.

By experimenting with movable portions of wing assembly as a means of correcting the aircraft's position in flight, they made an important improvement in aircraft design. During this period, they built the first wind tunnel and compiled valuable tables of lift-pressures for various wing surfaces and wind speeds. Orville designed a powerful four-cylinder engine and an efficient propeller, which they constructed and attached to their improved glider.

On Dec. 17, 1903, they traveled to Kitty Hawk, N.C., for their first controlled, sustained flights in a power-driven airplane. Of their four flights made on that day, Orville made the first, which lasted 12 seconds. The fourth made by Wilbur, covered 852 feet in 59 seconds.

The brothers continued their experiments at Dayton and built two sturdier, more reliable planes. In 1906, they received a U.S. patent for a powered aircraft. The Wright brothers gained international attention with their record-breaking flights in 1908 by Orville in the United States and by Wilbur in France. In 1909, the U.S. War Department contracted for a Wright flying machine for army use. The brothers established American Wright Company in 1909, and they proceeded to manufacture their improved planes and to train future pilots.

Conclusion

The people who were included in this lesson are just a small sampling of great Americans.  You can probably think of many more.  As you go through school and as you enter the workforce, you will come across the stories of other great Americans.  Always try to learn what it was that made them stand out.  Perhaps someday, your name will be on someone’s list of people that contributed to America.(
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