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Portraits of Patriots 

	Purpose 

Patriots are people who love, defend, or support the ideals of their country. Many of the people that we think of as patriots are individuals who were involved in the American Revolution. These individuals rebelled against British laws, fought in the War for Independence, and helped start a new nation. They challenged the way government had operated and reasoned that this new country should embrace the goal of a democratic system that protected the rights of the individual. 

This lesson will primarily focus on the individuals who helped form and shape our country.  Two other patriots have been included who performed great service to the United States during the great conflicts of the twentieth century.


Introduction

In 1765, there was no United States. In the decade that followed, a series of events occurred that resulted in a revolution. That revolution was more about ideas than it was about battles. When the British began imposing what the colonists deemed unfair taxes and regulations on them, they began to resist. The resistance was lead by many of the most thoughtful people in the colonies. John and Sam Adams of Massachusetts, Ben Franklin of Pennsylvania, and Thomas Jefferson of Virginia were among the best known of the individuals who spoke and wrote about what government should be like. When the colonies declared themselves to be free, it took courage to fight for these ideas. Many of these thinkers and fighters are represented in the pages that follow. 
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Abigail Adams

(1744 – 1818)

Abigail Adams was self-taught, and home schooled her five children. One of her children, John Quincy Adams, became the sixth president. Her marriage to John Adams, our second president, lasted for 54 years. 

While her husband traveled, she maintained a constant correspondence with him. Her letters to him displayed a political inclination that few women had during the Revolutionary period. Her commitment to promoting education for women was so strong that she urged her husband to incorporate the issue into the body of laws that he and other founding fathers were drafting in 1776. Abigail made her strongest appeal for women's rights when John Adams was in Philadelphia serving in Congress. As members of Congress drafted laws to guarantee independence for the colonies, Abigail wrote to her husband begging him to remember that women also needed to be given the right to independence. She was among the first women in the new country to begin to put forth a woman's rights and role in a free society. 

John Adams

(1735 – 1826)

John Adams studied at Harvard, after which he established a law practice in Boston. Adams was a prominent thinker and writer of his time.  

He was sent as a Massachusetts delegate to the First (1774) and Second (1775-77) Continental Congresses. He helped edit Thomas Jefferson's Declaration of Independence and led the debate that ratified in 1776.

During the American Revolution, Adams chaired several committees and served on many more; he was also commissioner to France and Holland. After the war, Adams served as the U.S. ambassador to England from 1785 to 1788, where he wrote the “Defense of the Constitution of the United States.” 

He assumed the presidency in 1797--1801 after eight years as vice-president under George Washington.

Samuel Adams

(1722 – 1803)

Samuel Adams became active in politics as a member of the Caucus Club in 1764. The Caucus Club was established to help control local elections. When British policy tightened controls of colonial revenues during a recession in England, passage of the Sugar Act in 1764 provided Adams with incentive to inspire colonial resistance. 

Enforcement of the Sugar Act was against the interests of Boston merchants who did not intend to pay the new tax. Urged on by his radical Caucus Club associates, Adams drafted a set of grievances for the colonial assemblymen. These grievances attacked the Sugar Act. He cited the act as an unreasonable law because it had been levied without consent from a legally elected representative. The alarm "no taxation without representation" had been sounded.

The British Parliament passed an even more restrictive measure in the Stamp Act of 1765. Unlike the Sugar Act, this measure would be felt beyond the colonies of New England. Adams' essays and activities helped to shape American opinion into viewing the Stamp Act as a detestable piece of legislation.

The Townshend Acts of 1767 furnished Adams with a larger and more militant forum. He made his name known in the front ranks of the patriot group, and he earned the hatred of King George III. Working with the Caucus Club, he and other radicals demanded an economic boycott. This refusal to buy British goods became a common bond for the 13 colonies. Though its actual success was limited, Adams had proved that an organized minority could keep a larger but disorganized group at bay. 

In the course of events, from the Boston Massacre of 1770 to the Boston Tea Party, Adams continually threw British Crown officials off guard, making friends with radical patriots, writing dozens of inflammatory newspaper articles, and keeping company with outspoken leaders in other colonies.

Adams served in the Continental Congress between 1774 and 1781 and was a delegate to the Massachusetts ratifying convention in 1788. He served as the lieutenant governor of Massachusetts from 1789 to 1793 and then became governor for three terms.

Crispus Attucks

(1723 – 1770)

Of mixed African and American Indian ancestry, Crispus Attucks was the slave of William Brown of Framingham, Massachusetts. Attucks escaped around 1750 and found work on the Boston wharves and whaling ships. 

On March 5, 1770, Boston patriot Samuel Adams convinced sailors and dockworkers to protest the presence of British troops in Boston. Attucks led a group of 50 men in protest. Shouting “Don't be afraid,” they advanced and began throwing snowballs at a lone British soldier who was guarding the State House. Fearing that the situation was getting out of control, a British captain called out a small unit of guards. They fired on the protestors, killing Attucks and four others in what became known as the Boston Massacre. To honor them, the bodies of the dead lay at Faneuil Hall for three days so that people could pay their respects. Then, they received a public funeral attended by 10,000 people. 
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Although the soldiers were acquitted of the shootings on the grounds that the seamen were inciting a riot, Attucks and the others quickly became heroes. In 1888, a statue was dedicated to Attucks on the Boston Common.
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Benjamin Franklin

(1706 – 1790)

Benjamin Franklin, the fifteenth child in his family, went to work at age 10 in his father's candle making shop, and then worked in a brother's printing business. 

Franklin was active in his community and founded a discussion group called the Junta in 1727. It later evolved into the American Philosophical Association. He helped establish the first lending library in the colonies in 1731, as well as an academy in 1751 that later became the University of Pennsylvania.

In 1748 Franklin retired and spent most of his time in scientific pursuits. In the early 1740s, he developed the fuel-efficient Franklin open stove. In 1752, Franklin conducted his famous kite experiment, demonstrating that lightning is an electrical discharge; he also announced his invention of the lightning rod. A later invention for which Franklin is well known is the bifocal lens (1760).

Franklin returned to politics in 1754 by representing Pennsylvania at the Albany Congress, called in response to the French and Indian Wars. Between 1757 and 1775, he pursued diplomatic activities in England, securing the repeal of the Stamp Act and representing the interests of several colonies. In 1776, Franklin was a member of the committee that was charged with the responsibility to write the Declaration of Independence. Franklin also helped negotiate treaties of commerce and alliance with France. In France, he won financial aid for the American Revolution, and then helped negotiate a peace treaty with Great Britain, signed in Paris in 1783. 

Franklin returned to the U.S. and served as a mediator at the Constitutional Convention in 1787. 

Elbridge Gerry

(1744–1814)

Elbridge Gerry was elected in 1772 to the Massachusetts General Court. He became a follower of the patriot, Samuel Adams, who enlisted him in colonial activities before the American Revolution.

He served in the Continental Congress and signed both the Declaration of Independence and the Articles of Confederation.

After the Revolutionary War, Gerry was an opponent of maintaining a large standing army and of a strong, central government. However, he modified his views after Shay’s Rebellion. Shay's Rebellion, a farmers' uprising named for its leader Daniel Shays, reached its climax when in 1787 Shays led 1,100 men in an attempt to seize the arsenal in Springfield, Massachusetts. The state militia put a stop to the rebellion. The uprising had been caused by the harsh economic conditions faced by Massachusetts’s farmers, who sought reforms and issuance of paper money. 
 Gerry was one of the most frequent speakers as a delegate to the Constitutional Convention in 1787, and although realizing the need for a stronger union; he nevertheless opposed leaders who wanted to consolidate power in the proposed central government.

He served from 1789 to 1793 in the first two U.S. Congresses. In 1797, President John Adams chose him, together with C. C. Pinckney and John Marshall, for a mission to France in an attempt to secure recognition of U.S. rights from Talleyrand, the French foreign minister.

He was elected governor of Massachusetts in 1810 and was reelected in 1811. In his second term, his political party wanted to retain control of the state. They rearranged the election districts in their favor in a bizarre salamander-like shape. His opponents named this political maneuver a gerrymander (a combination of his name and salamander). Gerry was defeated for reelection in 1812, but he was immediately nominated for Vice President on the ticket with James Madison, and was elected. 

Nathan Hale

(1755 – 1776)

Nathan Hale was a soldier and hero of the American Revolution. He graduated from Yale University in 1773 and became a Continental Army captain in 1776. He was a young schoolteacher when the Revolution began. 

Commissioned as an officer in the Connecticut militia, he served in the attack on the British in Boston, and then took part in militia actions in New York. He volunteered for the dangerous mission of spying on British forces on Long Island, in order to gain information about their troops. He was captured and hanged without a trial. He is best remembered for his declaration from the gallows, “I only regret that I have but one life to lose for my country.” Hale became a symbol of the Revolutionary spirit.
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Alexander Hamilton

(1755 – 1804)

Alexander Hamilton, as a young man, went to the North American colonies where he studied at King's College (now Columbia). In the turbulent times before the American Revolution, he wrote articles and pamphlets promoting the colonial cause.

By 1780 Hamilton had outlined a plan of government with a strong central authority that would replace the weak system of the Articles of Confederation, and as delegate to the Continental Congress, he lobbied continually for strengthening the national government.

Although he believed the Constitution was deficient in the powers that it gave the national government, he did much to get it ratified, particularly by his contributions to The Federalist Papers.

The Federalist Papers, a series of 85 political essays authored by Hamilton from 1787–88, were written with the intention of persuading New York to approve the Federalist Constitution, which endorsed the new government. James Madison and John Jay collaborated with Hamilton in writing essays for The Federalist Papers.

In the first decade of the new Republic, Hamilton played a major role in shaping domestic and foreign policy. As the first Secretary of the Treasury under George Washington, he presented an extensive financial plan to the first Congress. He proceeded to structure the new nation's fiscal system, set up a national bank, a national mint and took on the task of dealing with the national and states’ debt after the war.

John Hancock

(1737 – 1793)
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John Hancock inherited his uncle's prosperous merchant business, which undoubtedly influenced his opposition to the Stamp Act of 1765 and other British trade restrictions.  Because of this position, he entered the patriot ranks and engaged in smuggling. The British confiscated one of his ships, a riot ensued, and later the ship was burned. 

He served as the president of the Massachusetts Provisional Congress from 1774 to 1775 and as president of the First and Second Continental Congresses from 1775 to 1777. He was the first member to sign the Declaration of Independence. The term “Put your John Hancock right here” is often used to request a signature. 

Following his term in Congress from 1775 to 1780, he helped to frame the Massachusetts constitution and was elected as the first governor of that state. He presided at the state convention that ratified the Constitution and he died during his ninth term as governor.

Patrick Henry

(1736 – 1799)
Patrick Henry, mostly self-educated, took up law in 1760 and became a prominent trial lawyer.
He vigorously denounced the Stamp Act of 1765 and in the years that followed, helped incite revolts in the South.

In 1775, he presented revolutionary ideas to the Virginia assembly, including one for the arming and training of militiamen. He carried the day with a speech that included, "I do not know what course others may take, but as for me, give me liberty or give me death." 

Henry was elected governor of Virginia twice. He opposed the new Constitution because he believed it endangered individuals' and states' rights. He worked successfully to have the first 10 amendments, the Bill of Rights, added to the Constitution. 

Thomas Jefferson

(1743 – 1826)

Thomas Jefferson was a graduate of William and Mary College, in Williamsburg, Virginia. Although he studied law with the state’s most prominent legal scholar, he showed a greater interest in science and philosophy. His writing skill and political thinking brought him to the forefront of the revolutionary movement in Virginia. 

As delegate to the Second Continental Congress, he wrote the first draft of the Declaration of Independence. He delivered this key statement of democratic value: 

Jefferson began his efforts to reform Virginia’s legal code, in order to bring it more in line with the revolutionary principles of equality, especially in the areas of distribution of property and education. Jefferson caused a good deal of controversy with his strong advocacy of religious freedom and the separation between church and state.

Sent to Congress in 1783, he helped lay down the decimal system and drafted policy regarding the entrance of the Western territories into the new United States. In 1785 he was appointed minister to France and in 1789, George Washington appointed him Secretary of State. 

Elected vice president in 1796, Jefferson continued his opposition to a strong central government, as advocated by the Federalists. He was particularly opposed to the repressive Alien and Sedition Acts. These laws, passed by the Federalists, were designed to limit the opportunity for immigrants to gain voting privileges and to prevent criticism of the government. They eventually expired or were repealed. While the Federalists had hoped that the laws would strengthen their party and weaken Jefferson’s, they actually had the opposite effect. 

He was elected President in 1801 by the House of Representatives and was the first President to be inaugurated in Washington, which he had helped to design.

The purchase of the Louisiana Territory from France in 1803 was the most notable act of his administration. Re-elected in 1804, Jefferson tried to keep the United States out of the Napoleonic Wars in Europe, by establishing a very unpopular policy of limiting trade with the warring nations.

After his retirement to Monticello in 1809, he developed his interest in education, founding the University of Virginia.

James Madison

(1751 – 1836)

James Madison obtained his education at the College of New Jersey (later Princeton), after which he returned to Virginia and in 1774 assumed the first of several positions in state government.

As a member of the Virginia House of Delegates, Madison’s support helped secure passage of Thomas Jefferson's religious freedom bill. Dissatisfied with Congress under the Articles of Confederation, he became influential at the Constitutional Convention of 1787, advocating for a strong central government. Many of Madison’s ideas went into the final draft of the Constitution. Although not the official secretary, he kept the most complete record of the convention. His journals are the principal source of later knowledge of the convention. Madison was instrumental in adding the Bill of Rights. His contributions, earned him the title “master builder of the Constitution.” and "father of the Constitution."

He collaborated with Alexander Hamilton and John Jay to write the controversial Federalist Papers, and in Virginia he led the forces for the Constitution against the opposition of Patrick Henry and George Mason.

He served in the U.S. House of Representatives (1789-97) and then as President Jefferson's Secretary of State (1801-09) As President from 1809 to 1817; Madison had to deal with the results of the foreign policy that he had helped to shape as Secretary of State. He was unable to deal with the domestic and foreign forces that led to the War of 1812 and ultimately, the burning of the city of Washington. 

Francis Marion

(1732 – 1795)

A planter, Marion fought against the Cherokees in 1759 and 1761, and when the American Revolution began, he volunteered and fought in several engagements. He escaped capture from the British when they took Charleston because he left the city with a sprained ankle before its surrender. 

He was available to command the remaining resistance in South Carolina after the colonials' loss at Camden. Marion was often referred to as the "Swamp Fox" because of his habit of disappearing into the swamps to evade capture by the British. Engaging in guerrilla tactics, he disrupted the British lines of communication, intimidated Loyalists, captured scouting and foraging parties, and freed prisoners before disappearing into the wilderness. 

From 1781 on he led troops under General Nathaniel Greene, and after the war he served in the South Carolina Senate where he advocated a lenient policy toward the Loyalists, persons who remained loyal to the British during the American Revolution.

George Mason

(1725 – 1792)

George Mason served on the Virginia Committee of Safety, and as a member of the Virginia Constitutional Convention of 1776, he drafted the well-known declaration of rights, which was extensively copied by other American states, and which was drawn on by Thomas Jefferson in the first part of the Declaration of Independence. Mason believed that "there never was a government over a very extensive country without destroying the liberties of the people," and he sought to remedy that with a Declaration of Rights. 

Although he considered himself to be a private citizen rather than a politician, he served in the Virginia House of Delegates, the House of Burgesses, and was a delegate to the 1787 Constitutional Convention. 

He opposed the new Constitution because it provided for the centralization of power in the government. Additionally, he objected to provisions for compromises between the New England and the Southern states on tariff and slave trade issues, and the failure of the Constitution to include a bill of rights. Mason refused to sign the Constitution, and with Patrick Henry he led the fight in Virginia against its ratification. He supported the Bill of Rights that eventually became the basis for some of the first 10 amendments (the Bill of Rights) to the Constitution. He is sometimes thought of as the “Father of the Bill of Rights.”

Charles Pinckney

(1757–1824)

Charles Pinckney fought in the American Revolution and was taken prisoner in the British capture of Charleston in 1780. He was a South Carolina delegate to the U.S. Constitutional Convention of 1787, where he submitted a plan for the Constitution. Although its exact provisions are not known, his plan had considerable influence on the final draft of the Constitution.

As governor of South Carolina, he extended the right to vote to all white males, obtained civil rights for Jews, and established free schools. 

In 1798, he became a U.S. Senator, and his support of Thomas Jefferson's presidential candidacy was rewarded by his appointment in 1801 as Minister to Spain. There he negotiated Spain's acceptance of the Louisiana Treaty. His primary mission in Spain was to secure, with the help of James Monroe, the cession, or surrender, of Florida to the United States. The attempt failed, but Florida was eventually turned over to the U.S. for $5 million in 1819. Pinckney returned home in 1805. 

From 1819 to 1821 he was a member of the House of Representatives, where he made a celebrated speech against the Missouri Compromise. The Missouri Compromise was an act of Congress (1820) by which Missouri was admitted as a slave state, Maine as a free state, and slavery was prohibited in the Louisiana Purchase north of latitude 36°30´N, except for Missouri.

Molly Pitcher

(1744–1832)

Molly Hays carried water for her husband and other soldiers in the Battle of Monmouth in 1778, which earned her the nickname, Molly Pitcher. When her husband was wounded at his cannon, she is said to have taken over and continued firing. 

Her story is sometimes confused with that of Margaret Corbin who, during the battle of Harlem Heights in September 1776, took over her husband’s battle station and was wounded, suffering permanent loss of use of one arm.

Paul Revere

(1735 – 1818)

Paul Revere learned to work gold and silver in his father’s smithy, and he became a leading silversmith of New England. He also took up various other skills, such as designing, engraving, printing, bell founding, and dentistry. 
He was a soldier in the French and Indian War and spread anti-British sentiment in the period of growing colonial discontent with the British, after the Stamp Act in 1765. He joined the Sons of Liberty and took part in the Boston Tea Party.  

Revere became a figure of popular history and legend because of his famous ride on the night of Apr. 18, 1775. As a trusted courier for the Massachusetts Committee of Safety, he arranged to signal the people of the Massachusetts countryside to warn them that British soldiers were being sent. The arrival of the British became the start of the American Revolution

After the war, Revere designed the first seal for the united colonies and designed and printed the first Continental bond issue. After the war, Revere became a pioneer in the process of copper plating, and made copper spikes for ships.

Roger Sherman

(1721 - 1793)

Without benefit of a formal legal education, he was admitted to the bar in 1754 and embarked upon a distinguished judicial and political career. In the period 1755-61, except for a brief interval, he served as a representative in the colonial legislature and held the offices of Justice of the Peace and County Judge. Somehow, he also made time to publish an essay on monetary theory and a series of almanacs incorporating his own astronomical observations and verse.

Meanwhile, Sherman's political career had blossomed. He rose from justice of the peace and county judge to an associate judge of the Connecticut Superior Court and to representative in both houses of the colonial assembly. Although opposed to extremism, he promptly joined the fight against Britain. He supported non-importation measures and headed the New Haven committee of correspondence.

Roger Sherman had the distinction of being the only person to sign all of the following documents: the Articles of Association (1774), the Declaration of Independence (1776), the Articles of Confederation (1777), and the Constitution (1787). He was a prime mover behind the Connecticut, or Great Compromise, which broke the deadlock between the large and small states over representation. The Great Compromise provided that one house of government, the Senate, would have equal representation among the states. The other house, the House or Representatives, would be based on population, including counting 3/5 of all slaves. He was, in addition, instrumental in Connecticut's ratification of the Constitution.
He was prominent in Connecticut colonial and state politics and was Mayor of New Haven and Treasurer of Yale College. Sherman was a U.S. Representative (1789–91) and U.S. Senator (1791–93).


George Washington 

(1732 – 1799)

George Washington began his military career as district adjutant for the Virginia colony. At the age of 20, he became Major Washington and was charged with training the militia in the quarter assigned to him. Washington began several years' service with the Virginia militia in the French and Indian Wars participating in several dangerous actions. He resigned his commission in 1758, following his election to the Virginia House of Burgesses (1759-74).

In 1774, Washington participated in the First Continental Congress and took command of the entire Virginia militia. After the American Revolution broke out at Concord and Lexington, the Congress organized for defense. Impressed with Washington’s military experience, his commanding personality, and through the recommendation of John Adams, Washington was named Commander in Chief of the Continental forces in June 1775. His remarkable skill, patience, and courage helped Washington lead the American forces through the Revolution. 

Among his remarkable achievements, were his courageous crossing of the Delaware River to rout enemy forces at Trenton on Christmas night 1776 and holding his army together during the terrible winter encampment at Valley Forge in 1777-78. His victory over the British at Yorktown virtually ended the war. 

Washington returned to Mount Vernon in 1783, but remained active in the debate over the country's future. He strengthened his role when he chaired the Philadelphia Constitutional Convention of 1787. In 1789, the first electors unanimously voted Washington as President and reelected him in 1793. Washington is considered one of the great Presidents in part because he set a precedent for everything that he did as chief executive. For example, Washington decided not to run for a third term of office. Other Presidents followed his lead until 1940, when Franklin Roosevelt decided to run for a third term. Eventually, Presidents were limited to two terms by the 22nd amendment to the Constitution.

Douglas MacArthur

(1880 -- 1964)

Douglas MacArthur was the son of a Union army hero who fought during the Civil War.  MacArthur and his father are the only father and son to win the Congressional Medal of Honor. He graduated from West Point in 1903.

World War I

MacArthur rose steadily in the army during World War I, to chief of staff of the 42d (Rainbow) Division. He fought in France where he was wounded three times; he earned a reputation for bravery. He was promoted in June of 1918 to Brigadier General and Commander of the 84th Infantry Brigade. 

He served as the Superintendent of West Point from 1919 to 1922 and helped modernize the academy's military training program. 

World War II

On Dec. 7, 1941, the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. Shortly thereafter, MacArthur was named Commander of the U.S. forces in the Far East and led the defense of the Philippines. President Roosevelt ordered MacArthur to leave his forces on the Bataan peninsula, (with his promise, "I shall return!") and to go to Australia to take command of Allied forces in the Southwest Pacific.

From Australia, he launched an island-hopping offensive that resulted in the return of U.S. forces to the Philippines and their liberation.  In December 1944, he was promoted to the rank of General of the Army (five-star General). MacArthur accepted the surrender of Japan on the U.S.S. Missouri on Sept. 2, 1945. He was then named Commander of the Allied powers in Japan and directed the Allied occupation of Japan.

The Korean Conflict and After

At the beginning of the Korean Conflict MacArthur was appointed Commander of UN military forces in South Korea. In his capacity as Commander, he directed the Inchon offensive that drove the North Korean army back over the 38th parallel, forcing the invaders to surrender their gains in South Korea. MacArthur wanted to advance his troops farther into North Korea and go all the way to the Yalu River, which borders North Korea and Communist China. MacArthur received warnings that this maneuver might provoke the Chinese to enter the war. MacArthur pushed the North Koreans to the Manchurian border, and China did intervene. MacArthur pressed President Truman for permission to bomb Chinese bases in Manchuria. Truman refused and finally, after MacArthur had made the dispute public, removed him from command in April 1951.

MacArthur was given a hero's welcome on his return to the United States and was invited to address a joint session of Congress. He concluded his address with his citation of an old military song, "Old soldiers never die, they just fade away." 

George S. Patton, Jr.

(1885–1945)

George Patton graduated from West Point in 1909. He began his service in World War I as an aide to Gen. Pershing. He accompanied him on an expedition to Mexico in 1916 and then to France in 1917. While stationed there, he learned about the tank, which was a new weapon at the time. He was wounded while commanding a tank brigade in France, but distinguished himself in battle.  

Patton believed that tanks were the weapons system of the future. By World War II, he was Commander of the Second Armored Division and subsequently became Commanding General of I Armored Corps.  

From 1942 to 1943, he commanded a corps in North Africa and the 7th Army in Sicily. Patton excelled militarily and had a brilliant record. His career, however, was almost ended because of a much-publicized incident in which he verbally abused two soldiers suffering from battle fatigue, one of whom he also slapped. This incident delayed his promotion to the permanent rank of Major General. 

Patton, given command of the 3rd Army early in 1944, lead the campaign of U.S. forces from Normandy through Brittany and Northern France. His forces relieved Americans troops trapped in the Battle of the Bulge and crossed the Rhine to race across Southern Germany into Czechoslovakia. 

As Military Governor of Bavaria, he was criticized when he argued for leniency toward former Nazis by keeping them in administrative and other positions. He was removed from command of the 3rd Army in October of 1945 to take charge of the U.S. 15th Army. Patton was fatally injured in an automobile accident in Germany.

Patton is probably the most admired, if not the most controversial, of all American generals in World War II. Despite his shortcomings, he was regarded as one of the most successful American field commanders of any war.

Conclusion

Many, many individuals who are not included in these pages believe in the American ideal. Not all patriots have books written about them. Most patriots are not famous. In the more than 225 years of our nation’s history, millions of men and women have stood up for and defended our country. It is the unrecognized patriots who teach in our schools, work in our factories, and serve in our armed forces that will continue to make our country the leader of the free world. (
In the early years of the Republic, the President and Vice President were not always members of the same party. For example, John Adams was a Federalist and his Vice President, Thomas Jefferson, was a Democratic-Republican. In 1801, the electoral vote ended in a tie between Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr. The House of Representatives selected the new President. Alexander Hamilton used his influence to help get Jefferson elected over Burr. A few years later, Hamilton again prevented Burr from being elected to public office. This time Burr missed becoming the governor of New York. Burr challenged Hamilton to a duel, and Hamilton was killed.





“We hold these truths to be self-evident; that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.”





In October of 1778, Deborah Samson of Plymouth Massachusetts disguised herself as a man and presented herself to the American army. She enlisted for the whole term of the war as Robert Shirtliffe and served in the company of Captain Nathan Thayer of Medway, Massachusetts. For three years, she served in various duties and was wounded twice - the first time by a sword cut on the side of the head and four months later, she was shot through the shoulder.


After the war, Deborah Samson married Benjamin Gannett of Sharon and they had three children. During George Washington's presidency, she received a letter inviting Robert Shirtliffe, or rather Mrs. Gannett, to visit Washington. During her stay at the capital, a bill was passed granting her a pension, in addition to certain lands, which she was to receive as an acknowledgment for her services to the country in a military capacity as a Revolutionary Soldier, in part thanks to the efforts of Paul Revere.
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