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U.S. Citizenship

	Purpose 

There are three ways to become a citizen of the United States. The easiest way is to be born here. All persons born in the United States according to the Fourteenth Amendment are citizens of the United States and the state in which they reside. This type of citizenship is known as Jus Soli. Literally, meaning “law of the soil”  jus soli is based on where you were born. Jus Sanguinis, meaning “law of the blood,” applies to persons born abroad to United States citizens. If one or both of their parents are U.S. citizens, they are also citizens. These individuals can actually hold dual citizenship by also being a citizen of the country in which they were born. Finally, the most difficult way of becoming a citizen is through the naturalization process. 


Introduction

The Statue of Liberty in New York harbor has been a welcoming site to immigrants from all over the world for generations. It symbolizes the open door to America. The Immigration and Naturalization Service indicated that in 1996 more than one million immigrants became naturalized citizens of the United States. Legal immigrants are persons lawfully admitted for permanent residence in the United States. A 1990 immigration act set an annual limit, beginning in 1995, of 675,000 new entrants (excluding political refugees and other special categories), of whom no more than seven percent can come from any one country. In 1998, more than 660,000 persons applied for permanent residence in the U.S.  

Since the early part of the twentieth century, immigration to the U.S. has decreased significantly. Between 1900 and 1910 nearly one million immigrants entered the U.S. each year. Early immigration patterns favored people from Western Europe and Great Britain. In fact, laws were passed, which actually excluded certain nationalities such as the Chinese from entering the country. Persons wishing to become naturalized American citizens must have legal immigrant status.

Naturalization

Naturalization is the process by which citizens of another country can become citizens of the United States. Those who wish to become naturalized citizens must demonstrate to the court that they have met all the legal requirements set by Congress. Those who would become citizens must then renounce the citizenship of their former country and swear an oath of allegiance to the Constitution and to the laws of the United States. 

Qualifications for U.S. Citizenship

The 1952 McCarran-Walter Immigration and Naturalization Act (as amended in 1965) established the following qualifications for U.S. citizenship. Any person wishing to become a U.S. citizen must:

· Have entered the U.S. lawfully for permanent residence;

· Be of good moral faith;

· Agree to support the principles of the government of the United States;

· Be able to read, write, and speak the English language;

· Be able to demonstrate a knowledge of American history and government;

· Be able to demonstrate a dedication to American values, which includes not being a member of subversive group such as a communist party.

Other qualifications include attending a hearing accompanied by two witnesses conducted by the Immigration and Naturalization Service and having the oath of citizenship officially administered.

Applicants for citizenship must file a petition that requires reaching the age of 18. In order to file, the person must have lived in the U.S. continuously for the past five years and resided in a state for six months or lived in the U.S. for three years if married to an American citizen. 

Green Cards

A Green Card is a U.S. permanent residence visa. A visa is permission granted by the government to enter a country. Visas are granted for tourists, for students, and for work-related reasons. An individual, who is a permanent resident, is eligible to apply for citizenship. Each year the U.S. makes 50,000 Green Cards available through a lottery system. Nations with historically low immigration rates into the U.S. are encouraged to participate. Applicants must meet specific requirements for education/training. However, qualifications for Green Cards are less stringent than citizenship requirements. You do not have to speak or write English. You do not have to have a certain level of wealth or a job waiting. You need only qualify as an immigrant, which means that you may not be a criminal, cannot be mentally disturbed, must be able to work to support yourself, and cannot be a threat to the national interests of the United States.

Benefits of Immigration

While many Americans believe that immigrants are taking jobs away from citizens, the fact is that immigrants are more likely to be self-employed and start new businesses. Compared to the native-born population, census statistics show that immigrants are more likely to be employed, save more of their earnings, and have a slightly higher per capita income level than natives. Non-refugee immigrants of working age are less prone to welfare than natives. 

Immigrants have contributed greatly to American society. Immigrants are twice as likely to hold a doctorate level of education as native-born Americans. Famous scientist, Albert Einstein, was an immigrant. Werner Von Braun, who led American efforts to get into space, was an immigrant. Secretaries of State Henry Kissinger and Madeleine Albright were immigrants. In fact, most Americans can trace their origins to somewhere outside the United States. We have been called a nation of immigrants with good reason. 

Conclusion

The United States has been called a melting pot of various ethnic groups that eventually all become American with shared values. Immigrants, since the founding of colonial America in the seventeenth century have come to this country for economic, religious, and political reasons. In the twenty-first century, those reasons are still valid as the United States continues to represent a bright and hopeful future for people all over the world. (
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