ECONOMICS – HONORS





SYLLABUS
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 


Microeconomics examines how resources are allocated through market mechanisms. Students are trained to think like economists and to analyze markets and other economic phenomena using economic models. Topics include: supply and demand analysis, theory of consumer demand, theory of the firm, including production costs, models of competition, and public policy analysis of various issues, including, but not limited to, taxation, externalities, and market structure. 

This course also introduces such important concepts as: Market systems and their alternatives, measurement and determination of a nation’s output and income, inflation and unemployment, both demand-side and supply-side aspects of fiscal monetary policies, federal debt, and international trade and finance. A key feature is analysis of such real world problems as persistent federal deficits, sluggish growth, and massive international debt. 

Text: Economics: Principles in Action



* Texts are required on assignment days, recommended on lecture days.

COURSE OUTLINE

First Quarter - 

Unit I – Introduction to/Fundamentals of Economics





Unit II – How Markets Work





Unit III – Business and Labor

Second Quarter - 
Unit IV – Money, Banking, and Finance





Unit V – Measuring Economic Performance





Unit VI – Government and the Economy

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
1. To give students an understanding of economic concepts and theories. 
2. To enable students to use these concepts to analyze current economic problems and 
     issues.
3. To give students practical experience in communicating their understanding of 
    various economic issues through written and oral presentations.


CLASS PREPARATION: 
   To adequately prepare for class, students should do the following: 
1. Read all assigned material. (The notes are a vital resource for this course!)
2. Take notes on the assigned reading and formulate questions.
3. Carefully complete all assigned material. 
4. Review study material to pinpoint areas of non-comprehension. 
5. Acquire copies of notes if absent from class.

The analytical skills required for successful completion of this course are elementary mathematics and graphing. Otherwise, there are no prerequisites. Strong intuition and verbal skills can partially substitute for technical ability. The teaching method is primarily lecture and discussion.  
Grades: 
* Tests and/or quizzes will be given weekly. All tests are weighted (3 x 100 points).

* Test will be given at the end of each chapter studied. (The next school day) 
* Quizzes will generally occur during the middle of the chapter that is being studied 
    and will either be on vocabulary, notes, or assigned reading. (Pop quizzes can be 

    given at anytime.)

* Grades are determined by the summation of your daily grades, homework, and 
   class participation.

* Homework may be written, oral, or assigned reading for test, quizzes, or discussion 

   for the next class period.  

* Homework will be given on a daily basis and assignments are due at the beginning 

   of the next class unless-otherwise stated by the teacher.

* Many homework assignments are e-mailed. 
   E-mail assignments, student responsibility & technical difficulties.
* Late homework will not be accepted.   (I do NOT give partial credit.)
   (School attendance policy will apply for excused absences and tardiness). 

* Final course grade will be determined by each of your nine-week grades and the

   addition of your final examination.
* Remember: Florida law states, an F in the 2nd or 4th grading period, and an F on 

   the final exam equals an F for the semester and no credit will be earned.
* Grades will be calculated according to the state mandated scale: 
    A = 90 - 100 
B = 80 - 89 
C = 70 - 79 
D = 60 - 69 
F = 00 – 59


Attendance Policy: 
1. Following an absence, the district policy will apply (1 day for every day absent) 

      to determine how much time the student has to make-up/turn in the work. 

2. It is the student’s responsibility to request make up work after an absence.
3. Make-up work – credit will not be given for unexcused absences.
4. An unexcused tardy to class is not permitted and the school policy will apply. 

5. *An absence the day before a test/quiz does not excuse you from that test/quiz*.  
Test and quizzes are announced in advance. Students are responsible for the reading material 
and will be expected to take the test.
* Absent the day of the Test – That test must be made up by the make-up deadline.   

   (The first Wednesday after it was given.)  If a conflict exists, it is the student’s  

   responsibility to discuss the issue with me before the make-up day. 
   (Do not leave campus without speaking with me. I will be less sympathetic after the 

   fact!).

* Failure to make up a test by the allotted deadline will result in a grade of Zero for that test.
   (=> negative 300 points, not a good idea)
* Absent the day of a Quiz – Quiz make up is the day you return to school.
SPECIAL REPORTS/CURRENT EVENTS: 
Group and individual reports will be made on selective topics as time permits. 
Current events are assigned weekly and are orally presented by the assigned student.
Students are required to find an article that is at least ¾’s of a page long (8.5x11).  (Articles can be no more than 7 days old.)
Follow the instructions below. 

The written portion of the assignment consists of at least three paragraphs. Each paragraph is one-third of the assignments grade. 
* Each paragraph must be a minimum of four sentences.  

* Paragraph 1: is a summary of your article (This is the only part of the assignment that is factual). 

* Paragraph 2: must address three issues: 

a) What problem is being addressed in the article? 

b) Do you agree or disagree with how the problem is being handled, and,

c) Why do you feel that way? (It is easier to give the credit if I can identify the parts.)
* Paragraph 3: is the critical thinking portion. Write what you would do to solve the problem you 

   identified in paragraph two. Even if you agreed with what was being done in the article, you are 

   required to come up with something new.

ACTIVITIES/ASSIGNMENTS 

A visual work (cartoon, diagram, sketch, graph, etc...) dealing with some aspect of the study of economics. All visual work must be of extreme neatness. As an alternative, a written book report dealing with some aspect of the study of economics. The instructor must approve all books in advance. The report will be graded on neatness, grammar, difficulty of the work read, and the completeness of the information required. (Superior oral reports are encouraged for Extra Credit). 
DEADLINE date for the Semester project: __________________

FINAL EXAMINATION: The final exam will be cumulative. The exam will consists 
            of objective and short answer/essay questions.

General Standards:

1. Be in your seat when the bell rings.

2. The teacher will dismiss the class, not the bell.

3. Notebooks and pens/pencils are required daily.

4. You will not receive extended or make-up time because you did not bring your book on the date

assigned.

5. Students requiring additional help may arrange to see the teacher after school.

6. No food. No drink. No gum chewing.

7. Cell phone use is not permitted during academic period. Phones out or in use doing a test or quiz will result in a zero for that test or quiz!
I have read and understand the objectives and expectations of this course.

Student’s signature _________________________________________

Parent’s signature __________________________________________

Home Phone ________________

Parents Cell Phone ___________________

Parents E-Mail Address ________________________________________________________

 (Do not separate signature portion. Place syllabus in the front of your notebook.)
