AMERICAN GOVERNMENT – HONORS



SYLLABUS 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course serves as an introduction to the U.S. national government. It is taught with the conviction that students want to know not only who governs but also what difference it makes who governs. In short, the course attempts to demonstrate how our government institutions and political processes help explain why some policies and not others are adopted. 

Explaining both who governs and to what end cannot be done without investigating the politics of policy-making. For this reason, the course examines several policy areas. The conceptual scheme employed should help the students understand why some groups or individuals exert more power over certain issues than other groups. 


Examining- politics and policies is not enough, however. To impress upon students what is distinctive about our government, three perspectives guide the way in which each section of the course is approached. First, contemporary U.S. politics has been shaped by historical forces; some important aspects of politics are of recent origin, but others are the result of longstanding arrangements and past experiences. Second, the Constitution colors almost every aspect of politics and our underlying political culture; special attention, therefore, is given to the way in which the events surrounding the country’s founding created a distinctive regime. Third, that regime differs from the governing arrangements of most other democratic nations, and if we want to know why things happen as they do here, it is often helpful to know how they might happen if we were in some other country. Because of these beliefs, the institutions and policies of the U.S. government are set in the context of historical change, constitutional procedures, and comparative perspectives. 

TEXT:


Magruder’s American Government. 
* Texts are required on assignment days, recommended on lecture days. 

Course Outline: 
The following is a tentative time line and chapters may vary depending on a number of factors. 

First Quarter - 

Unit I 
– 
Foundations of American Government




Unit II
-
Political Behavior: Government by the People 

Unit III –
The Legislative Branch

Second Quarter - 
Unit IV – 
The Executive Branch



Unit V
 – 
The Judicial Branch



Unit VII – 
State and Local Government

Class Preparation:

To adequately prepare for this class a student should do the following: 
1. Read all assigned material. The textbook is a vital resource for this course. 
2. Take notes on assigned reading and formulate questions. (notes(test).
3. Carefully complete all assigned material. 
4. Review study material to pinpoint areas of non-comprehension. 
5. Acquire copies of notes if absent from class.
Grades: 
* Tests and quizzes will be given weekly. All tests are weighted (3 x 100 points). 
* Tests are given at the end of each chapter studied. (Expect it the next school day.)
* Quizzes will generally occur during the middle of the chapter that is being studied

   and will either be on vocabulary, notes, or assigned reading. (Pop quizzes can be  

   given at anytime.)
* Grades are determined by the summation of your daily grades, homework, and

   class participation.
* Homework may be written, oral, or assigned reading for test, quizzes, or

   discussion for the next class period.  

* Homework will be given on a daily basis and assignments are due at the beginning

   of the next class unless-otherwise stated by the teacher.

* Many homework assignments are e-mailed. 
   E-mail assignments, student responsibility and technical difficulties.
* Late homework will not be accepted. I do NOT give partial credit. 
   (School attendance policy will apply for an excused absence and an excused tardy).
* Final course grade will be determined by each of your nine-week grades and the 
   addition of your final examination.
* Remember: Florida law states, an F in the 2nd or 4th grading period, and an F on the 

   final exam equals an F for the semester and no credit will be earned.
* Grades are calculated according to the state mandated scale: 
A = 90 - 100 
B = 80 - 89 
C = 70 - 79 
D = 60 - 69 
F = 00 – 59


Attendance Policy: 

1. Following an absence, the district policy will apply (1 day for every day absent) to determine how much time the student has to make-up/turn in the work. 
2. It is the student’s responsibility to request make up work after an absence.
3. Make-up work – credit will not be given for unexcused absences.

4. An unexcused tardy to class is not permitted and the school policy will apply.  

5. *An absence the day before a test/quiz does not excuse you from that test/quiz.* Test and quizzes are announced in advance. Students are responsible for the reading material and will be expected to take the test.
* Absent the day of the Test – That test must be made up by the make-up deadline. 
   (The first Wednesday after it was given.) If a conflict exists, it is the student’s responsibility to  

   discuss the matter with me before the deadline. 
   (Do not leave campus without speaking with me. I will be less sympathetic after the fact.)
* Failure to make up a test by the allotted deadline will result in a grade of Zero for that test.  

   (=> negative 300 points, not a good idea)
* Absent the day of a Quiz – Quiz make up is the day you return to school.
Special Reports/Current Events: 
A. Group and individual reports are assigned on selective topics as time permits. 

B. Current events are assigned weekly and are orally presented by the assigned student.
     Students are required to find an article that is at least ¾’s of a page long (8.5x11).  (Articles   

     are no more than 7 days old.)
Follow the instructions below:
· The written portion of the assignment consists of at least three paragraphs. Each paragraph is one-third of the assignments grade. 
· Each paragraph must be a minimum of four sentences. 

· Paragraph 1: is a summary of your article (This is the only part of the assignment that is factual). 

· Paragraph 2: must address three issues: a) What problem is being addressed in the article, b) Do you agree or disagree with how the problem is being handled, and 
c) Why do you feel that way? (It is easier to give the credit if I can identify the parts)
· Paragraph 3: is the critical thinking portion. Write what you would do to solve the problem you identified in paragraph two. Even if you agreed with what was being done in the article, you are required to come up with something new.
Projects for the Semester (Time permitting): 
Students will be required to write a legislative bill on a topic of their choice to be discussed and debated in class. This is a group activity. Project will be graded based on: research content, ability to work with others, and the ability to present their information in written, as well as oral debate. 
Due date: __________
FINAL EXAMINATION: The final exam will be cumulative. The exam may consists of

objective and short answer/essay questions.

General Standards:

1. Be in your seat when the bell rings.

2. The teacher will dismiss the class, not the bell.

3. Notebooks and pens/pencils are required daily.

4. You will not receive extended or make-up time because you did not bring your book on the date assigned.

5. Students requiring additional help may arrange to see the teacher after school.

6. No food. No drink. No gum chewing.

7. Cell phone use is not permitted during academic period. Phones out or in use doing a test or quiz will result in a zero for that test or quiz!  
I have read and understand the objectives for this course.
Student’s signature ________________________

Parent’s signature _________________________
Home Phone ________________

Parents Cell Phone ___________________

Parents E-Mail Address ________________________________________________________

(Do not separate signature portion. Place syllabus in the front of your notebook.)

