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| Grade 4 2018 ELA Writing

INTRODUCTION

The Florida Standards Assessments (FSA) English Language Arts (ELA) Writing Scoring
Sampler can be used as a resource for Florida educators, schools, and districts regarding
the scoring of student responses on the writing component of the statewide ELA
assessments. Each spring, students in grades 4-10 are administered a passage set and a
text-based writing prompt for the FSA ELA Writing test. Students respond either to an
informative/explanatory prompt or to an opinion/argumentation prompt. Unlike the types of
writing prompts administered on statewide writing assessments in the past, the FSA
prompts are text dependent—based on the passage set each student is provided—which
focuses on a specific purpose for writing. Students draw on reading and writing skills while
integrating information from the passage set in order to develop and draft a cohesive essay
response.

This sampler contains sample student responses that illustrate the score points described
in the applicable scoring rubric; the passage (text) set and text-based writing prompt can
be accessed via a hyperlink provided on the next page. As with all FSA content, the sample
passage set and prompt were reviewed by a committee of Florida educators to ensure
appropriateness for the intended grade in terms of the text complexity, topic, and wording.

In this sampler, examples of student responses represent some of the various combinations
of the score points across the scoring domains. As a basis for developing a common
understanding of the scoring criteria, an annotation follows the response to explain the
prominent characteristics of the response described in the rubric. These responses are not
intended to provide a full spectrum of examples for each score point in each domain.
Moreover, they do not necessarily represent the highest or lowest example of each score
point in each domain.

It should be noted that in addition to responses that receive the scores described in the
rubric for each domain, some responses earn a score of “0” due to certain conditions as
follows:

e The entire response is written in a language other than English.

e The response is illegible, incomprehensible, or includes an insufficient amount of
writing to be evaluated.

e The majority of the response is copied from the source material and/or prompt
language to the point that original writing is not recognizable or sufficient for scoring.

e The response is completely off topic, and the Conventions domain is scored; this
condition could result in a score of 0, 1, or 2 points.

All responses are scored holistically. A response must go through a minimum of three levels
of review before any condition code can be applied. Many responses formulate a claim or
central idea by rewording the prompt, and due to the expectation that evidence will be
incorporated in the response, some degree of exact wording from the sources is expected
and allowable. However, responses receiving a “0” for copied text are comprised of source
material and/or prompt language that dominates the response to the point that original
writing is not recognizable or sufficient.
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| Grade 4 2018 ELA Writing

Because a response that is left completely blank does not meet attemptedness criteria for
FSA ELA Writing, no score can be earned or reported for the combined Reading/Writing
components that the FSA ELA test comprises.

To access additional resources related to the ELA assessments, please visit the Florida
Standards Assessments portal at fsassessments.org/resources/.

The Florida Standards in English Language Arts (Writing Strand) describe what students
should know and be able to do at each grade level. For more information about the Florida
Standards, please visit CPALMS at www.cpalms.org/Public/search/Standard.

TEXT-BASED WRITING SOURCES

To offer students a variety of texts on the FSA ELA Writing tests, authentic and copyrighted
passages and articles appear as they were originally published, as requested by the
publisher and/or author. While these real-world examples do not always adhere to strict
style conventions and/or grammar rules, inconsistencies among passages should not
detract from students’ ability to understand and respond to the text-based writing task.

To view the passage “Should Students Do Activities to Improve Schools?,” click
https://scoringguides.airast.org.

Florida Department of Education 5
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OPINION TEXT-BASED WRITING RUBRIC

(Score points within each domain include most of the characteristics below.)

Grades 4-5
Opinion Text-based Writing Rubric

generally focused within the purpose,

audience, and task; and it has an opinion and

evident organizational structure with a sense

of completeness. The response includes most

of the following:

e A maintained opinion, though some
loosely related material may be present

e Adequate use of transitional strategies
with some variety to clarify the
relationships between and among ideas

e Adequate progression of ideas from
beginning to end with a sufficient
introduction and conclusion

Score Purpose, Focus, and Organization Evidence and Elaboration Conventions of Standard English
(4-point Rubric) (4-point Rubric) (2-point Rubric begins at score point 2)
4 The response is fully sustained and The response provides thorough and convincing support/
consistently focused within the purpose, evidence for the writer’s opinion that includes the
audience, and task; and it has a clearly stated | effective use of sources, facts, and details. The response
opinion and effective organizational structure | includes most of the following:
creating coherence and completeness. The e Relevant evidence integrated smoothly and
response includes most of the following: thoroughly with references to sources
e  Strongly maintained opinion with little or | e  Effective use of a variety of elaborative techniques,
no loosely related material demonstrating understanding of the topic and text
e  Skillful use of a variety of transitional e Clear and effective expression of ideas, using
strategies to clarify the relationships precise language
between and among ideas e Academic and domain-specific vocabulary clearly
e |ogical progression of ideas from appropriate for the audience and purpose
beginning to end with a satisfying e Varied sentence structure, demonstrating language
introduction and conclusion facility
3 The response is adequately sustained and The response provides adequate support/evidence for

the writer’s opinion that includes the use of sources,
facts, and details. The response includes most of the
following:

e Generally integrated evidence from sources, though

references may be general, imprecise, or
inconsistent

e Adequate use of some elaborative techniques

e Adequate expression of ideas, employing a mix of
precise and general language

e Domain-specific vocabulary generally appropriate for

the audience and purpose
e Some variation in sentence structure

Continued on the following page
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Grades 4-5
Opinion Text-based Writing Rubric

(Score points within each domain include most of the characteristics below.)

Score Purpose, Focus, and Organization

(4-point Rubric)

Evidence and Elaboration
(4-point Rubric)

Conventions of Standard English
(2-point Rubric)

2 The response is somewhat sustained within

the purpose, audience, and task but may

include loosely related or extraneous material;

and it may have an opinion with an

inconsistent organizational structure. The

response may include the following:

e Partially focused opinion but insufficiently
sustained or unclear

e Inconsistent use of transitional strategies
with little variety

e Uneven progression of ideas from
beginning to end and an inadequate
introduction or conclusion

The response provides uneven, cursory support/evidence

for the writer’s opinion that includes ineffective use of
sources, facts, and details. The response may include
the following:

e Weakly integrated evidence from sources and erratic

or irrelevant references

e Repetitive or ineffective use of elaborative
techniques

e Imprecise or simplistic expression of ideas

e |nappropriate or ineffective domain-specific
vocabulary

e  Sentences possibly limited to simple constructions

The response demonstrates an adequate

command of basic conventions. The response

may include the following:

e Some minor errors in usage but no patterns
of errors

e Adequate use of punctuation, capitalization,
sentence formation, and spelling

1 The response is related to the topic but may
demonstrate little or no awareness of the
purpose, audience, and task; and it may have
no discernible opinion and little or no
discernible organizational structure. The
response may include the following:
e  Absent, confusing, or ambiguous opinion
e  Frequent extraneous ideas impeding
understanding
e Few or no transitional strategies
Too brief to demonstrate knowledge of
focus or organization

The response provides minimal support/evidence for the

writer’s opinion, including little if any use of sources,

facts, and details. The response may include the

following:

e  Minimal, absent, erroneous, or irrelevant evidence
from the source material

e Expression of ideas that is vague, unclear, or
confusing

e Limited or inappropriate language or domain-
specific vocabulary

e  Sentences limited to simple constructions

The response demonstrates a partial command

of basic conventions. The response may include

the following:

e  Various errors in usage

e |nconsistent use of correct punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation, and
spelling

The response demonstrates a lack of command
of conventions, with frequent and severe errors
often obscuring meaning.
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Grade 4 2018 ELA Writing

S-1 Score Point 4/4/2 (page 1 of 4)

Uah | Thot hideous, amﬂnash/ qm#n‘/ o1
Ythed wal / / HO(o con arwm?e S'fan/ 7"/’)/5 /70}4/'/&/#
ar‘f Tust bok//mm‘ t _senids chivers dswn my
) eboa'u /745 10 5¢nd Some aoem+/nn yio)
('//éa/? 4hig af Ghey did bul T ')/ aetrmore
nto thad bter) And ever corse 175 on
a//,(aﬁ/e Sr/wo/ ! Man . this.schw/Sure needs
ﬁe/ o ! This is wa/ T ik Studerts should
be ‘able 4o mpro ve hein Scheaols from act ivitves.
To start wn‘/o i Students will be able
m,mmm%/ve walls, (lesurear? not arwm%/)/ #

¢ [‘ Lor 00/s juc/’ms Qiviig

Scheols & Vedierlok. You can briohten up Fhe
D/ ain ol ha //wm/{ Grre 11 ha? Spa Jark //?’)QQ//%//&n
ma’ Crogtsvid 'y 7%4/5 side o vw/ /%/é waf
Sthool & place where ae 0ple ant 4o be. vrdnpbe
MV/5// ﬂ/€4§uﬂab/€ Sé@ﬁa’/v ﬂ?or'a/f caz
ﬂamf méssaaes . Such as cournse ,jersaraance,
c-fC This tituld Ui 4 Students “f//l’ﬂf when
they ace feeling down “Tis ramipds me od the
Firhe 1 67‘ar/fa//¢h/ Schoo!. The hd//wm/( were S
dull T couldnt ever Sbcid he place! Whas1
didnt ot know for s wat for 1he Lirs?

455 14nmer?f 0 f e Schoo/ yéar toe have 7°
e)('ﬂr\'éss ourse ' in a motal- The pext 0/0/
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Grade 4 2018 ELA Writing

S-1 Score Point 4/4/2 (page 2 of 4)

a bomb of colorset 7t Boom!!! Every ioch of
the Schoo! was explod,ng with Color. Mot +hes
lakes me 4o Dotration Clean State! This aoratin
Started by a man Named Michael Bosard. T was
0} Yhe edae Amy soat when Troad Hhat flichae /
Hb ward'stperat 1) heleed paig? more than 700
nurale. Ip ¥he Yext Startina with a Clean Slate and
a lot o Faint ! Mhw 4}74{5 4 Sﬁarkm,” imacmation !

T+ woulan' be Lair i £ didn? 7’6’}//,1/0&( Qbout

$he wav Schools are Féaching Lids abowu? where
Lood comes from and ¢ive Higm the o/fﬂom‘w;}#/y 7
freate +hem . How y%u ask? Gargens ! Firstof
o/l it Can contribute’ plenl of piolog y classes
and even aet a chance 4o do the things spme
bislnasst do. This also js easier spid than done -

54.._ ve 7 ¢ u? 2f 1
. ' JJ / J )

praipients.. And 4o Create Sumething nevw? Lel]

= g
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S-1 Score Point 4/4/2 (page 3 of 4)

\ust Use +hat 5ﬂar/( of imogupation and .
P '//Vzlv a9air]. /Vaw thats c/omm/c/m%///
\r/ﬂ w-Loal! Thm‘ Deaut; Lo/ aptiibré

rée { t

-

1415 coroeous schon!! T.sdre wishmy
schopl ot ldl [% like +his. T almast widn?
to /:Ve here! Students shpuld be able

ve. theioe 1ouah

How can you q’/ﬁaﬁrep o J -
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| Grade 4 2018 ELA Writing

S-1 Annotation Score Point 4/4/2 (page 4 of 4)

4—Purpose/Focus/Organization

The response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, and
task of providing an opinion about whether students should do activities to improve schools.
The opinion is clearly stated within the introduction and is strongly maintained throughout
the response (I think students should be able to improve their schools from activities). Ideas
progress logically (if students will be able to paint on walls, (lesure art not graffiti) it can do
many benefits for schools, teaching kids about where food comes from and give them the
opportunity to create them) and are connected through a skillful use of transitional words and
phrases (7o start with, such as, Secondly, Now this takes me, First of all). An effective
organizational structure is evident in the strong introduction and conclusion that supports the
opinion (Students should be able to improve their school through activities).

4-Evidence/Elaboration

The response provides thorough and convincing evidence for the stated opinion. The
response includes convincing and thorough elaborative techniques that effectively support
text details (morals can paint messages. Such as courage, persaverance, etc. This could lift
students spirits when they are feeling down) and give personal experiences that are relevant
and supportive as demonstrated in the second body paragraph (It wouldn t be fair if I didn t
tell you about the way schools are teaching kids about where food comes from and give them
the opportunity to create them, Gardens!, it can contribute to plenty of biology classes, This
is like the time I went to Mr. Greens biology class. I remember getting dirty planting tomatoes
and carrots, harvesting them). There is a clear and effective expression of ideas through
precise language (Give it that spark of imagination and creativity thats inside of you! The
next day a bomb of color set off. Boom!!! Every inch of the school was exploding with color).
The response includes a reference to the source material as an attribution (/n the text Starting
with a Clean Slate and a lot of Paint).

2—Conventions

Although minor errors in usage (I didn t not know) and some inconsistent use of punctuation,
such as a lack of question marks (How can anyone stand this horrible art. How can you
disagree!), are present, this draft response demonstrates an adequate command of basic
conventions.

S-1 (49310219)
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S-2 Score Point 4/4/2 (page 1 of 4)

Improvin% Scheols

Bruda,slush . bash , clash! This is fhe

SOUnd OC S-l'uclewv‘s Oloma an OC/7V/ tu +o he/D

Heir school. L Fhink stidends shovld do fon

‘ﬁ"lmas ‘f'o he\o arouno( ‘PV\Q\F sdwao( 1n my

o?\m)om + sounds SUPER frun! 7

AS Q Qenef_oi ru(e , S"'\Jden"rs O(e'cmc-l'lu!

should do” activities do nelp make 7heir school

o bedter dlace. In text one, paraaraph fwo

the auﬂq‘or ',oroﬁLe, O Man 'n‘ach'( Mid\eal

Hawam! Wwos Arivin CI"{'O work . He noﬁ‘ced o

white wall with ved arafidi all ower it . Seon,

he. nothced ara??‘rh e\J/cm wheve he went.

Micheal wos a Feacher” Finollu , one day

he. 6shed s students why 'H/u—u did

OFO\W\%\ OLH over the Loa.“s of -Hfle, ne_m(«loor—

Hoods TFI\'J-{ 'l'o\o( him l‘l’ madc ‘f[/bem Q‘e(

lmvomLc«rrf Howaord then —quouo_ln‘f ond

""houq\m‘k ..... Hren e aot the® OCS! The

Omexa‘hon (lecn Slode Yo helped Wicls

maw, VV‘Um(S \HS'["CGO( OF UiV a ‘H'\Cl( %wn

with arefhhi . Whod o Sabulovs Tdeal ITE T

was The ?rw,cq‘;a( of rmu scheol Ideﬁne,q‘j
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S-2 Score Point 4/4/2 (page 2 of 4)

would et fhe Kicds all (pork Fogether
ond moke o wural mstead oF e dull
walls e Vowve'! T d,z—C‘me-H\{ woould
sun\oohze ovYy 5(%00\\ I‘]’ also woold
aPreacr Vvisitors and peonle who wanfed
Yheir ids fo go Jo sor school! TH weeld
makv; OV sdnoo( )ooK O‘D&n m.nouo(,n/us
He art teadr, Mrs. ,jone,s would love Fo

1’)6(0 out and moake our stnoc)/ look

Bna\lf\’l* '

Moving_ gkt along, text two Para-
aragk, two ¥ said, s-}uoﬂwﬂs made ' a
\ba(den +o nowe "’&5“‘&/\ ‘?oools Qor lunc\«
and_+o help Hthewr sihhool Know where
Heir lunch comes Srom. Cool! Last summer,
I was w a aorden rlul:) I+ Was sober PJn
Yo hnow all o Bout veatahles ancl w here Sood
comes Srom ! The avthor rorote Hhe stodents
made the.r aarde,n Trom scro&cl« So ‘HMu
wevewn *f' eoc\'\ﬁo« (‘l«m cal \{UCK ‘ -T;lCu
also  added COMPOS‘]" The 5%‘\)0( ents 4ook ‘H’\(_
heoth$ul Soods +v the WKitdhen room and
started +o aet readu seo othur children
oF e schoo? roold —Fr't:\l a bt too. What a
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S-2 Score Point 4/4/2 (page 3 of 4)

X ) ve r school’
b\mD\LL ZH &MLMLM Sef

Hhevr schaeal . T ~ds -H’\LKd
+O ’('\OC,UB or S(\noo\ Mor‘c_( OH PLtbe'
Vs Wids have QV\C)OO\\f\ -hmc, Jo (novlk in

A A aarden (,OOn"{ (‘Uih Y101 eo(u CA'(‘*\O"’.

An hc;Jur G dau woerkine, Jw‘c+\a Sciends on
o mure) won ™ e,\+i«u9’l' \os+ lhave 1o
_d_LM_c_e__u)ﬁrk_‘H'_\L aU"f‘L\or o ‘Hms OM‘ K.dS
w\\\ hOL\I‘e. sSo modha :on *H’\O\)q\-\l ACc,nrdnnc: to
the Fext LU'Z. CL’\O\\/Q'L So\d QoloHS Cow
Oo the \o\o beter than Wds - Well , weren'+
‘H’\L Dropessmna\s once awd ? \(CD\ HDu) O(d they
‘DLLOW\L o ﬁro(c,Smona\ Bu\ orac(ﬂ C,mq arobab\b\ .
since Hay were [T Nou dont wst qo .... PooF !

J < J
\\I LDOLﬁ“ ‘}'o lOC Q ?{'()CCS>‘OV\6( ?&i/\_“‘tf! "

_rt; Som VP ynu ‘H’\OUG)\"_’S. T "H’\ink_ hids
should bbe. '\V\V‘O\Vcdd 'n achvi tHes to make
Pheir school oo bethrplate . T4 helps Wids

\ X
*H’A\v\(A ond. leamn. Improm Ljour Sclnoo(!
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S-2 Annotation Score Point 4/4/2 (page 4 of 4)

4—Purpose/Focus/Organization

The response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, and
task of providing an opinion about whether students should do activities to improve schools.
The opinion is clearly stated (I think students should do fun things to help around their
school. In my opinion is it sounds SUPER fun!) and strongly maintained throughout the entire
response (What a fabulous idea!, What a cool idea to improve your school!). There is an
effective organizational structure that includes a satisfying introduction and a conclusion that
reiterates the opinion, creating a sense of completeness ([ think kids should be involved in
activities to make their school a better place. It helps kids think and learn.). A skillful variety
of transitions are used (A4s a general rule, Finally, then, Moving right along, Simply Stated,

To sum up my thoughts) to support the logical progression of ideas from beginning to end.

4—-Evidence/Elaboration

Thorough and convincing support/evidence for the stated opinion is provided within the
response and includes the effective use of sources, facts, and details. Evidence is integrated
smoothly and thoroughly with references to the source material as attributions (/n text one,
paragraph two the author wrote, a man named Micheal Howard was driving; He noticed a
white wall with red graffiti; Howard then thought and thought....then he got; The Operation
Clean Slate (OCS) helped kids make murals instead of ruining their town with graffiti. What
a fabulous idea!). A variety of elaborative techniques to expound upon text support by
including relevant experiences (If [ was principal of my school I definety would let the kids
all work together and make a mural, would attract visitors and people who wanted their kids
to go to our school, would make our school look open-minded) is used. There is a clear and
effective expression of ideas as Source 3 is used to refute the information that supports
students not doing activities (text three dosen t want kids to do an activity to improve their
school. The author wants the kids to focus on school more! OH-PLEASE! Us kids have
enough time to work in school! Twenty-five minutes a day working in a garden won t ruin
your education!), and precise language is evident (definetly, synbolize, ruin).

2—Conventions

Although minor errors in spelling (definetly, pricapal, vegtables, dosen t) and sentence
formation (70 sum up my thoughts. I think kids should be involved in activities to make their
school a better place.) are present, this draft response demonstrates an adequate command of
basic conventions.

S-2 (49110547)
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S-3 Score Point 4/3/2 (page 1 of 4)

WOTKh 15 Yot on \/OUY st ot activi4ies 10

\no\A Lorword 4o gt ¥ Well, some
0 1v1+les weve maade 1o IVanve school

| CS oraanization and
(m—}fnd?o and havves+/ Crogs are \ust

o examples. They he é stllents Tam
e \alye H workh and h N Qnd
e AG m hel Alsa 050 (cHy e
evxcour&aﬁ Chnldrew 1o get MVOlvcd olus
s of experience | Bot Wwhat
N oKes oa\rolenmg ond pain-Hng Gn ex-

\__

ﬂ\z\jmgy_@ciuLdu_—}:o_lﬁrmmj&_S’(hagl?_
ell \ou’l sod abdut activities

schools need |
Z_e;/{’ me bheain by Saumg ot manc
Sthools w1 [ os Anoeles Hav® walls smother-
eoQ ,m ayo£Siti (uvritng). According 4o the
1, Micheal Weowardd, o teachey, nohced
5 0 0 whit students drew so

\'\\5 Sutir\se —Pne ervdevHS admi ec/‘n”hm‘

Hhey did 1+ ecavse 1 made Hrem {L2ef

Impor-tont . From the. veadina, T Know

CS cotior? clean stade)
Sixed thot problem bu V)eloma studen 1
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S-3 Score Point 4/3/2 (page 2 of 4)

Nnlu_does 1+ cyeate ynove attrocHve

eLSork . bdt s deSwnently worth all e
Wmemher e’ (uhﬂm T U s plaiHnag

L a4 \ e 4

flova_yn_our slhool arden/ T hadlt
hlost! The author stated that affer

_healthy crops Jiave amwn and been hayve-
Sted e shodunty 4 over. The

wash and (oo potatoes peas on
&mrc% Theu dice. onions ond
evaye Corn , |eHuce

(mnl hums Fing Il children sit
aoum 10 4 Wa( %eu wor ked 40 hard
N 4o wake !

T (onClvsion , st school acthvities
are a !r\m ond 6XC(+H’10 way 1o €xberjtnce
and aM wvovied in wbrk. In my
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S-3

Score Point 4/3/2 (page 3 of 4)

opANIoN, sdnools sholld have more

of Yhese activitiesS 1o show HKids

thot tworik is wove then boring

\

Minding and _oardunimg e rdce
“voends o Wl o pacdk of Jomima

Yot ()il make than Seel \mprturt

and spteial, So

nats iy <dvdents

should atrenal

NLSE  AWSoML ackivities !
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S-3 Annotation Score Point 4/3/2 (page 4 of 4)

4—Purpose/Focus/Organization

The response is fully sustained within the task of providing an opinion about whether
students should do activities to improve schools. Although the opinion is not definitively
stated until the conclusion of the response (/n my opinion, schools should have more of these
activities), the opinion is clearly evident and strongly maintained throughout the response.
The response demonstrates skillful use of a variety of transition strategies, both between
paragraphs (you’ll soon read about, Let me begin by saying, In addition to painting, working
on a school garden; In conclusion) and within paragraphs (Not only, it also, finally), to
clarify the relationships between and among ideas. The ideas progress logically according to
the framework set out in the introduction (Painting with the OCS organization and planting
and harvesting crops), including benefits that apply to each of the listed activities. The
response ends with a satisfying conclusion that not only clearly states the opinion, but also
reiterates the framework (Painting and gardening encourage students to be a part of
something that will make them feel important and special), providing cohesion and
coherence.

3—Evidence/Elaboration

Evidence from source materials is provided to adequately support the opinion. A combination
of quotations and effective paraphrasing is used to provide text evidence. Elaboration for the
first point — painting — is adequate (From the reading, I know that the OCS...fixed that
problem by helping student volenteers to paint new walls. Not only does it creat more
attractive walls, it also lifts spirits, and makes students feel good!). Elaboration for the
second point — gardening — is less effective, and includes a personal anecdote that is not as
smoothly integrated with the ideas that precede and follow it (I remember once when I was
planting flora in our school garden! I had a blast!). A mixture of precise language
(harvesting, encourage, exceptional, smothered, attractive, flora) and more general
expression of ideas (how fun, tons of experience, feel good, had a blast, boring, awesome) is
evident. The response includes general, but varied, references to the text as attributions
(According to the text, From the reading, In paragraph 8).

2—Conventions

Although the response contains few spelling errors (involed, definently), this draft response
demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. A variety of punctuation, including
question marks and exclamation points, are used, and the response correctly inserts commas
after introductory words and clauses. Usage, capitalization, and sentence formation are
generally correct.

S-3 (49240885)
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S-4 Score Point 3/3/1 (page 1 of 4)
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S-4 Score Point 3/3/1 (page 2 of 4)
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| Grade 4 2018 ELA Writing

S-4 Annotation Score Point 3/3/1 (page 4 of 4)

3—Purpose/Focus/Organization

The response is adequately sustained within the task of providing an opinion about whether
students should do activities to improve schools. The opinion is stated (I don t belive that
children should be doing activity's to improve the school), and the organizational structure is
evident with the organizational plan (students should be completly focused on school work,
They have lots of responsibilities, work to do outside of the classroom can cuase evryone to
loose time for themselves) provided in the introduction. The response follows the
organizational plan throughout, providing an adequate progression of ideas. Various
transitional strategies between paragraphs (First, Next, Lastly, In Conclushon) and within
paragraphs (For example, In addition, Also) are present. The conclusion, which restates the
opinion, is adequate.

3— Evidence/Elaboration

The evidence used to support the opinion is generally integrated (“schools should focas on
prepareing students for acidemic sucsess”, “students lead busy lives. They have classwork,
homework, and after school activities”, “Many kids like to unwind by playing video games
waching their favorit tv shows”). The response also includes general elaboration for these
points (if students are outside takeing care of the school properties then there is no time to
take care of our brains, we cant get those chores done if all we think about is how we have to
to work for the school). Ideas are adequately expressed, using a mix of precise language
(responsibilities, brains, disishons) and more simplistic expressions (amazing, all that work,
play games, have a fun time). Repetitious references to the text are included as attributions
(the author of the text Keep Students Focused On School Work said that, the author of the

story Keep Students Focused on School did say that).

1- Conventions

Although various errors occur in usage (its instead of it s, to instead of t00), spelling (belive,
becuase, completly, focased, evryone, acidemic, sucsess, waching, favorit, opioin, aganst,
disishons), in forming contractions (dont, cant), and when adding “ing” to form progressive
verbs (giveing, takeing, prepareing), this draft response demonstrates partial command of
basic conventions based on grade-level standards.

S-4 (49230756)
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S-5 Score Point 3/3/2 (page 2 of 3)

fie to Axthinr. 0 @nar v feenuwe the
iR . bl fn.  Aounsl ¥R oaresiodh % 2 Hhaf
Sty denndoy /&MMLM\MTMM b do sudh.
M&QM,&MWM@WM
M&MM&MWW@M
&Wm o Mm\m\‘ﬁs Mve, Jm%j)\_;m”u.

mAmAMW

A)&Q‘MM—Q eQ-Q»M A—K«M/MM« bo

Florida Department of Education o5



Grade 4 2018 ELA Writing

S-5 Annotation Score Point 3/3/2 (page 3 of 3)

3—Purpose/Focus/Organization

The response is adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose, audience, and
task. An opinion is presented in the introductory paragraph and is maintained throughout the
response (Many children do activities to improve schools, but is this right? I chose it wasn t
right because these activities should be left for adults and that children don 't have time to do
it in the first place). Transitions are adequately used with variation to clarify the relationship
between and among ideas (7o start off with; In the next paragraph; Moving right along,
another; In conclusion). The response includes an adequate progression of ideas from
beginning to end, although development in the first body paragraph is weaker than the second
body paragraph (The sentences I have just stated are the reasons why an adult should do
these kind of activities). The organizational structure is adequate, including a basic
conclusion (/n conclusion, children should not do activities to improve schools because these
activities are jobs for adults and children don t have time to do this) that leaves this essay
with a sense of completeness.

3—Evidence/Elaboration

The response provides adequate support and evidence for the stated opinion. Evidence is
integrated through general references to the source material as attributions (/n the next
paragraph I noticed the author told me that professionals may not make these mistakes, In
the same paragraph the writer says, I know this because the author stated in source #3
paragraph #2). Adequate paraphrasing (7This tells you that since students can 't do the job
properly, professionals will) and elaboration through the use personal analysis (4!l of this
takes up a lot of time in a students life, children have too much homework now in the modern
world. This also takes up a lot of time) are present. Some variation in sentence structure is
present.

2—Conventions

Although minor errors in usage (students instead of student s, This means that classroom time
shouldn 't be replace by some activities) are present, this draft response demonstrates an
adequate command of basic conventions.

S-5 49240693
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S-6 Score Point 3/2/1 (page 2 of 3)
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Grade 4 2018 ELA Writing

S-6 Annotation Score Point 3/2/1 (page 3 of 3)

3—Purpose/Focus/Organization

The response is adequately sustained within the task of providing an opinion about whether
students should do activities to improve schools. The opinion is focused and adequately
stated (I think we shouldn t have shcool activities or improve it because, students lead busy
lives, kid s make mistakes, kids could get hurt easily). The ideas follow a logical progression,
discussing kids’ busy lives in the first body paragraph, kids making mistakes in the second,
and kids getting hurt in the third. Adequate use of transitional strategies between paragraphs
(One reason, Another reason, My last reason, In conclusion) and some transitions within
paragraphs (That why, So, That is another reason) are present. The introduction and
conclusion are sufficient, even though the conclusion is somewhat repetitive.

2-Evidence/Elaboration

Text-based evidence is provided for the idea that students live busy lives (students have to do
classwork, homework, chores; teachers worry that the students don 't have enough time to do
classwork) and for the idea that kids make mistakes (painting over window). The idea that
kids could get hurt is not supported by text-based evidence, but there is a weak attempt to
support the idea with an anecdote. The response lacks integrated evidence and elaboration.
Minimal and repetitive support for the ideas (I think we shouldn t have to improve ou school
or do school activities, we shouldn t have to improve schools or have school activities) is
provided. No references to source material are included.

1-Conventions

Although various errors occur in usage (That why I think, That another reason), spelling
(shcool, activitie, princible, impoving, lelf), and sentence formation (4nother reason is, kids
make mistakes and grown ups don t for example if you gave a child a job to paint the wall he/
she would make a mistake, like leaving a space blank or painting over window), this draft
response demonstrates partial command of basic conventions based on grade-level standards.

S-6 (4923074)
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S-7 Score Point 2/2/2 (page 1 of 4)
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S-7 Score Point 2/2/2 (page 2 of 4)
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S-7 Score Point 2/2/2 (page 3 of 4)
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| Grade 4 2018 ELA Writing |

S-7 Annotation Score Point 2/2/2 (page 4 of 4)

2—Purpose/Focus/Organization

The response is inconsistently sustained within the task of providing an opinion about
whether students should do activities to improve schools. The opinion is partially focused
(students should be able to particapate in school activities) but is not maintained throughout
the response. In paragraph 3, an attempt to address the opposing viewpoint is present (if you
think that students should NOT be allowed to help the school enviorment then that's YOUR
PROBLEM!), but the discussion drifts into support against the stated opinion (think about it,
being in the sun 24/7 sweating to death, and really, really, really, really tired and wanting to
go home and just take a nap BUT YOU CAN'T because yo “Have TO keep on planting 80
more seeds in the ground). This drift from one side of the argument to the other prevents a
logical progression of ideas. Transitions are present (First of all, For example, Second of all,
In conclusion). An introduction is present, but the conclusion merely repeats the introduction.

2—-Evidence/Elaboration

The response provides some text-based evidence to support the stated opinion (School
gardens and clean up efforts, such as picking up trash or painting walls, can teach the
children the value of work) includes irrelevant evidence that is not integrated with the
original support (the jobs are better left in the hands of adults. For example, students should
be at least allowed to plant something in a garden). The response includes repetitive and
inappropriate vocabulary (fake care of things, doing everything, try new things). An attempt
to reference the source material (According to the article “Keep Students Focused on
Schoolwork”) is present, but some evidence is directly copied from the source material with
no attribution.

2—Conventions

Although a few errors in spelling (particapate, suppost), usage (they covered the seed and
then there DONE), and sentence formation (run-on sentences) are present, this draft response
demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. Attempts to use quotation marks
and all capital letters for emphasis are present ( “young childeren,” should NOT, YOUR
PROBLEM).

S-7 (49230808)
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Grade 4 2018 ELA Writing

S-8 Annotation Score Point 2/1/1 (page 2 of 2)

2—Purpose/Focus/Organization

The response provides a partially focused opinion about whether students should do activities
to improve schools. The response provides a basic attempt at an organizational structure and
is somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task. It begins with a stated opinion
which serves as a brief introduction (/ think students should not do activites to improve
schools). Basic transitional strategies are used (4Another reason, because, also), and ideas
from the source material that support the opinion are grouped in the middle of the response. A
restatement of the opinion serves as a brief and inadequate conclusion (7Thos information
proves that students should not do activites to improve schools).

1-Evidence/Elaboration

Although the response attempts to support the stated opinion with text evidence from the
source, most of the evidence used is directly copied with little or no original thought or
support added (kids need tutoring and this extra time spent outside of the classroom would
keep theam from being able to get help, having to do all of that works outside of class would
also cut down on a student s time to have fun, It not the kids jobs to clean up the school).
One vague reference to the text is an attempt to provide an attribution to the source material
(In the text it said). Two weakly paraphrased details from the source are used in the response
(kids need supervision, Kids can get hert). The original work in this response is limited to
simple sentence constructions.

1-Conventions

Although errors in spelling (activites, theam, Thos), usage (works, It not, kids may likes),
capitalization (/t, while), and punctuation (missing apostrophe in kids) are present, this draft
response demonstrates a partial command of basic conventions.

S-8 (49110330)
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S-9 Annotation Score Point 1/1/1 (page 2 of 2)

1-Purpose/Focus/Organization

The response is related to the topic and an opinion is stated (student should do activitis to in
inprove schools), but it is too brief to demonstrate a sustained focus. The response includes a
weak introduction and an attempt to provide a conclusion. The few ideas given are both
confusing (planting is good XP (experience) for you and eating it) and repetitive (There is a
lot of things that can help the school, You can help the school, This will help the school so so
much). This prevents a progression of ideas. Some transitions are present in the response
(Also, For example).

1-Evidence/Elaboration

The response insufficiently supports the stated opinion. Minimal support or evidence is
provided, including little use of sources, facts, and details. A reference to the source as an
attribution is included (In article two jennine pao said) and a detail from the text is supplied,
but it is both vague and confusing. Details about graffiti indicate an incorrect interpretation of
the source material. The response expresses the thought that graffiti is good (4lso griffiti is
like public art, For example if you worked at a bilding thats dull and someone griffitied it it
would look less dull), but the source material refers to graffiti as a problem needing
correction. The misunderstanding of source material and lack of clear expression of ideas
results in minimal and ineffective support for the stated opinion.

1-Conventions

Although various errors occur in usage (student should do activitis, your helping), spelling
(activitis, inprove, jennine, griffiti, bilding), sentence formation (planting is good XP for you
and eating it), and punctuation (and someone griffitied it it would look less dull), this draft
demonstrates partial command of basic conventions based on grade-level standards. These
errors do not obscure meaning.

S-9 (49110845)
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S-10 Score Point 1/1/0 (page 1 of 2)
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Grade 4 2018 ELA Writing

S-10 Annotation Score Point 1/1/0 (page 2 of 2)

1-Purpose/Focus/Organization

The response is related to the topic but demonstrates little awareness of the task to state and
support an opinion about whether students should do activities to improve schools. The
response provides a minimal opinion (/ think children should do activities), and there is little
use of transitions within the paragraph (and, also). However, it is too brief to demonstrate
understanding of the task, focus, or organization.

1-Evidence/Elaboration

The response includes limited evidence from the source material (/ike when you plant a
garden and after when your crops grew you could have something to eat after it grows), and
the expression of ideas is vague and unclear. Vocabulary is imprecise (activeties are
something to like bond and get to know each other, like when you plant a garden, have
something to eat). Reference to the source material is not included within the response.

0—Conventions

The response demonstrates a lack of command of conventions. The brief response consists of
a single run-on sentence, with the only punctuation being the ending period. A missing
apostrophe (lets) and changes in tense throughout the response obscure the intended meaning
(when you plant a garden and after when your crops grew you could have something to eat
after it grows).

S-10 (49231086)
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S-11 Score Point Copied (page 1 of 3)
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S-11 Score Point Copied (page 2 of 3)
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This sample response has been purposefully constructed in order to illustrate
multiple methods of copying text. It is important to note that some of the
copied examples do not contain the same techniques; however, all of the
techniques are considered copy. For this reason, it is recommended that
educators/parents/students examine the copied responses at all grade levels.
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Grade 4 2018 ELA Writing

Grade 4 Scoring Sampler
Student Response (Copy)

Look at the walls of your school. Are they nice looking? Clean? Freshly painted? Maybe, but maybe not.
For many kids, the walls around them are covered with graffiti or peeling paint. | think weshould do
activities to improve schools.

One day a man named Michael Howard was driving to work and noticed a white wall with red graffiti all
over it. Soon he was noticing more and more graffiti everywhere he went. Howard was a teacher and
finally one day he asked his students why they messed up the walls of their neighborhood with graffiti.
The answer surprised him. Writing on the walls made them feel special, they told him. And that’s how
Operation Clean Slate was born. But thanks to Operation Clean Slate, kids have been getting involved
and turning those ugly walls into something bright and interesting.

In source 2: Growing a Schoolyard Garden, it says that “Around the country, there are programs that
teach kids to think about where they get their food” (Source 2). The students created their garden from
scratch. In an abandoned lot next to their school, they pulled weeds. Sure gardening is hard work. The
students do everything from chopping and cooking to setting the table with tablecloths, silverware, and
flowers from the garden. But the best part of the garden experience is eating.

In conclusion, school gardens and cleanup efforts, such as picking up trash or painting walls, can teach
children the value of work. They can boost school spirit and make kids feel better about their school.
Kids can practice working in groups and keep the school looking great. S3, p9

This text set can be found on the FSA Portal at fsassessments.org/resources.
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Grade 4 2018 ELA Writing

S-11 Annotation Score Point Copied (page 3 of 3)

Copied

The response consists primarily of copied text and does not contain sufficient original writing
to demonstrate understanding of the source materials or task. This results in condition code
“G” for “Copied,” which becomes an earned 0. An opinion is constructed in the first
paragraph (I think we should do more activities to improve schools) by adding words (I think
we) to language directly from the prompt. For the most part the response follows the source
material in order, with the first and second paragraphs coming from source one, the third
paragraph from source 2, and the fourth paragraph from source 3. A combination of source
material is present, with the fourth paragraph containing one line from source 1 (They can
boost . . .), but without original writing to extend or support the statements copied from the
sources, the rubric cannot be applied.

Although some words have been changed (e.g., important to special, they to kids), the
response is still too close to the source material to demonstrate original writing. Some
transitions (e.g., And, In conclusion) and citations (e.g., In source 2: Growing a Schoolyard
Garden, (Source 2)) are present, but these additions do not extend or support the statements
copied from the sources.
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