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Why Are We
Here?
Learning Goal: 

Parents will deepen their understanding of the

FSA Writing Assessment, including what is

expected, how it is scored, and how to help at

home. 



If you want to be a writer, you
must do two things above all else:

read a lot and write a lot. 

Words of Inspiration

— Stephen King



FSA Writing
Expectations

A Brief Introduction

This test will be administered on April 20th for
Brick & Mortar students and April 21st for
Digital Academy students.
120 minutes with 1 break and a 10 minute
warning
Students respond to one randomly assigned
informative or opinion text-dependent
prompt.

Students use reading & writing skills while
integrating information from the passage
set in order to develop and draft a
cohesive essay response.



How FSA Writing
is Scored

4 Points for purpose, focus and organization

Points for evidence and elaboration4

Points for conventions2

10 P O I N T S  
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How do FSA Writing

scores impact overall

ELA scores?
4th Grade 

ELA raw scores
for 4th grade
range from: 
251 -372

5th Grade

ELA raw scores
for 5th grade
range from: 
257-385 

So?

The points earned for
an FSA writing score
(10 points possible) are
added to the overall
earned scale score
points from reading.



WHY
is this so important?



A strong writing score 
can make all the difference
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pfo: 4
ee: 4
c: 2

Overall: 
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Sample 1 
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ee: 1
c: 1

Overall: 
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Planning

Make a BRIEF plan-- only write down key points and details

Treat it like and outline or checklist

The 1st hour of testing should be dedicated to reading and

planning- all plans should be complete after the break

PLANNING A CRUCIAL PART OF THE WRITING PROCESS

but, when it comes to FSA Writing, it isn't scored

SO WHAT DO WE EXPECT OUR STUDENTS TO DO?

This might look like...
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Planning



Planning



Practice, practice, practice! 
Find opportunities to read with your child and allow
your child to read to you. 

Current events, articles on musicians or athletes
you're family enjoys, poetry, etc.
www.newsela.com

Daily journal writing is a great way to get kids used
to writing about their own thoughts and feelings
Get a good night sleep the night before the test.

How can you help your
child at home?



Writing at home:
Shared Prompts:



Q & A
What questions do you still have?



Thank you for
joining us!

PLEASE REACH OUT WITH ANY
FURTHER QUESTIONS


