English IV:  College & Career Readiness
Mrs. McKinnon

mckinnond@leonschools.net
Welcome to your senior year in English!

Course Description: This course incorporates reading and writing study through writing a variety of informative text using grade-level writing craft and through the in-depth reading and analysis of informational selections in order to develop critical reading and writing skills necessary for success in college courses. This course prepares students for successful completion of Florida college English courses. The benchmarks reflect the Florida College Competencies necessary for entry-level college courses and are also related to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards, the exit standards of Florida’s K -12 Standards. 
General Notes: The learning goals of this class will be the following: 
*demonstrating successful reading of argument, including recognizing bias and supporting details; *demonstrating successful reading of fact and opinion, including recognizing inferences and main ideas; 
*demonstrating knowledge of a variety of organizational patterns and their relationships in the comprehension of text, including recognizing purpose and tone of informational reading; *demonstrating successful understanding of vocabulary in context and through writing effective sentence structures; 
*effectively implementing patterns of paragraph development;
 *recognizing and solving common sentence development problems;
 *reading and modeling mentor essays; 
* understanding and using language, grammar, and mechanics effectively. 

Class Activities will include reading selected short stories, novels, plays, essays and poems.  Writing, grammar and vocabulary lessons are taught within the context of literary or thematic units of study.  There is a textbook for this class.  Books will be kept in the classroom only.  You will be given online access for the textbook during the first 9 weeks.  Materials will include class sets of novels, related video and audio presentations, newspapers, magazines and other teacher sources deemed appropriate.  An organized class notebook is required at all times.

Class supplies include a three-ring binder or folder, plenty of lined paper, a spiral or composition notebook to be kept in the classroom, pens, pencils and highlighter markers.  The binder or folder must be brought to class every day.

Grading is based on the total points possible and is weighted.  Assessments are Tests, quizzes, essays and projects which will be worth 70%.  Preparation is Daily class work, vocabulary, notebook checks and class participation which will be worth 30%.  Florida’s grading scale is as follows:

A 90-100%
B 80-89%
C 70-79%
D 60-69%
F 0-59%

Assignments are to be turned in on time.  I do not accept late, unexcused work.  I do not give extra credit work.
Absences present additional responsibilities for students.  It is the student’s responsibility to determine what he or she missed as a result of an absence.  Make-up work is to be completed immediately in order to catch up with the class.  Unexcused absences result in failure.  Please keep a personal record of all absences and do not let absences keep you from success in this class!

Tardies.  The first time you are tardy will be a warning.  The second unexcused tardy results in a lunch detention.  The third unexcused tardy results in an office referral.  This is school policy so be on time to class!
Appropriate class conduct is based on the following:

· Respecting the rights of others.

· Respecting the property of the school and others.

· Observing the school rules, including dress code requirements.

· Being alert, prepared and ready to learn.

· Raising your hand to ask questions or to be recognized.

· Keeping language clean and polite.

· Cell phones/ electronic devices must be turned off and put away during class.

Consequences for inappropriate behavior include the following:

· Warning/Reminder

· Lunch detention

· Parent notification

· Office referral

Note: If a student severely disrupts the learning of others, he/she will be sent directly to the Student Affairs office.

I am looking forward to a wonderful year.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact me via email at mckinnond@leonschools.net  Please sign below and return in class binder or folder.

Student:________________________

Parent:_________________________

Date:_____________________________

