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Course Purpose:  The focus of English II General is to provide students with a survey of world literature through a variety of reading, writing, listening, viewing, and speaking activities. 
Florida Standards:  The standards most relevant to this course include the following:

· Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
· Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to the task.
· Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
· Acquire and use accurately a range of generic academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level.
Mastery of these standards is necessary to pass the FSA (Florida Standards Assessment) test in tenth grade.  In February students will take the Florida Writes exam and in April they will take the FSA reading exam.
Class Activities:  Activities will include reading selected short stories, novels, plays, essays, and poems.  Students will discuss, respond, and critique the works in relation to the literary genres and their characteristics.  Students will demonstrate their understanding of the lessons through class discussions, oral presentations, group and individual projects, and other written responses to the literature.  The text book for this course is Florida Collections Grade 10 (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt).  Writing, grammar and vocabulary lessons are taught within the context of literary or collections of study. 
Class Materials:  Students should have a three ring binder or folder, lined paper, a spiral notebook, a highlighter marker, pens and pencils.  The binder or folder must be brought to class each day and the spiral will remain in the class crate.  All written work must be done in blue or black ink, or pencil.  
Grading:  I expect all assignments to be completed on time.  Your grade is based on the total points possible and weighted.  70% of your grade will be Assessments based on tests, quizzes, essays and projects.  30% of your grade is Preparation based on class work, vocabulary, spiral notebook checks and participation.  The grading scale is based on the 10 point scale listed in your Agenda Book.  Grades can be checked on Gradebook (Pinpoint).  I will let the class know when I update grades.
Late Assignments:  No late assignments will get full credit.  Due dates for major assignments will be announced in advance.  I do not give extra credit work.
Absences:  Absences present additional responsibilities for students.  Unexcused absences result in failure of the class.  It is up to the student to initiate the request for missed work.  Make-up work is to be completed immediately in order to catch up with the class.  Please keep a personal record of all absences, and do not let absences keep you from success in this class!

Appropriate Class Conduct:  Appropriate class conduct is based on the following:

· Respect for the rights of others

· Respect for the property of the school and others

· Observation of all school rules, including dress code requirements
· Being attentive, alert, prepared, and ready to learn

· Raising your hand to ask questions or be recognized

· Asking permission before leaving your seat

· Keeping language respectful and appropriate

· Being in one’s desk when the tardy bell rings

· Cell phones/electronic devices must be turned off and put away during class

Consequences for inappropriate behavior include the following:
· Warning from teacher

· Conference with student and/or removal from the classroom

· Contact parents and/or lunch detention/referral to office

· Note:  If a student severely disrupts the learning of others, he/she will be sent directly to the student affairs office.

I am looking forward to a great year!  If you have any questions, feel free to contact me via email at mckinnond@leonschools.net.  Please sign below and return in class binder or folder.
Mrs. Debra McKinnon

English Teacher

Student: ____________________

Parent: _____________________

Date: ______________________

