Double Entry Journal 

So many best literacy teaching practices are all about getting students’ fingerprints all over the text. Teachers want students to do more than glide over the text, decoding with ease, but making only limited amounts of meaning. They want students to handle the text, take it apart, manipulate it, look for its heart, find out what makes it tick, chunk it into meaningful bits and then interrogate each bit. 


Double entry journals are ways to help students read with an investigating eye. It helps students to slow down and pay attention when they read. (Where did students get the idea that the best readers were the fastest readers?) Double entry journals teach students the critical art of close reading.

Different Ways to Keep a Double Entry Journal

	Left Hand Side
	Right Hand Side

	Quotes from the text
	Visual commentary (drawings, visual analogies, doodles)



	Quotes from the text
	Written reactions, reflections, commentary, musings (“Hmmm…”)



	Quotes from the text
	Connections

· Text to text

· Text to Self

· Text to world



	Observations, details revealed by close reading
	Significance



	What the text says…
	Why the text says this…



	Questions: “I wonder why…”
	Possible answers: “Maybe because…”

	Quotes from texts
	Questions (Clarifying & Probing)



	Quotes from texts
	Social Questions (Race, class, gender  inequalities)



	Quotes from texts
	Memories



	Quotes from texts
	Naming Literary or Persuasive (Rhetorical) Techniques




