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I.
Self-analyze each essay by highlighting:

· Color #1 – Claim: the topic sentence of introduction (if it’s an argument, the position)

· Color #2 – Identification: the rhetorical strategies specifically mentioned by name (repetition, parallel structure, imagery, tone, etc.)

· Color #3 – Analysis: the author’s purpose/the effect for each named strategy 

· Color #4 – Evidence: specific references to the text (line #s or quoted passages)

· Color #1 (again) –Claim: the statement in the conclusion that captures the “essence” of your analysis

II.
Look at the big picture: 

· Each time you see Color #2, it should be closely followed by Color #3 – otherwise it is just name calling without analysis.

· Color #4 should be found near #2 and #3 also – #2 name the strategy, #3)  note its purpose, #4) illustrate from the text.

· Look at both times you used Color #1 (in the intro and the conclusion)—does the final statement logically reinforce the first?  Is it just a restatement?

III.
Compare your papers:

· Analyze the corresponding anchor papers using the same process (see above, I and II. ) 
· Based on the above, rate your own papers in comparison to the anchors – weaker, as strong, or stronger.  A short written justification with specific support must be attached for each paper.
IV.
Record your findings

· Essay #1 title:



· My rating:
( Stronger than the 8



( As strong as the 8



( Stronger than the 6, but weaker than the 8



( As strong as the 6



( Weaker than the 6

· Support for my rating (including specific support from my essay):


· Essay #2 title:



· My rating:
( Stronger than the 8



( As strong as the 8



( Stronger than the 6, but weaker than the 8



( As strong as the 6



( Weaker than the 6

· Support for my rating (including specific support from my essay):


V. Choose an essay for teacher comment:

Based on your analysis and ratings, choose your strongest essay for your teacher to read, score, and comment on. Explain your choice below; you might also want to ask for feedback on particular concerns about or elements of your essay.
