Advanced Placement Art Portfolio

2-D Design Requirements

The Advanced Placement Program in Studio Art: 2-D Design is a performance-based visual exam. Each student develops and submits a portfolio that serves as a direct demonstration of achievement. The term "2-D Design" is used very broadly; a wide range of work can fit into this portfolio. The unifying idea for the portfolio is that the student focuses on making decisions about how to use the principles and elements of art to create works of art that convey meaning. In some cases, the "meaning" of the work may involve messages on a literal level (for example, graphic design, product design). However, "meaning" is just as likely to take the form of abstract or purely visual coherence. What is critical is that sense of deliberate manipulation of the visual tools represented by the elements and principles. Any two-dimensional medium may be used for this portfolio.

Basic Requirements: 
Total of 24-29 artworks.  (24 is the minimum required to submit)

Artist statement

Quality digital images of all works 
	Section I 

Quality

(one-third of total score)


	Section II Concentration

(one-third of total score)


	Section III 

Breadth

(one-third of total score)



	5 actual works:

 no larger than 18”x24” 

Works that 

excel in concept, 

composition, and 

execution 


	8-12 works:

12 images; some may 

be details 

A series of works 

organized around a 

compelling visual 

concept in 2-D Design 


	12 works:

12 images different works 

Works that 

demonstrate 

a variety of 

concepts, media, 

and approaches 




Quality 
Quality refers to the mastery of design principles that should be apparent in the concept, composition and execution of the works.

For the quality section you must submit 5 physical works that best demonstrate excellence in art. The works may come from the Concentration section and/or Breadth section, but they don't have to. They may be a group of related works, unrelated works, or a combination.
Work submitted for this section must fit easily into the portfolio envelope, which is

approximately 18" x 24". Works for Quality that are smaller than 8" x 10" should be

mounted on sheets 8" x 10" or larger. 

Work should be on flat surfaces. Do NOT send books or journals, fragile work, or stretched canvas.
Concentration 
The concentration section consists of 8-12 works that demonstrates an in-depth and thoughtful investigation of a specific visual idea. The emphasis should be on a unified underlying idea that has visual and/or conceptual coherence.  You will be encouraged to explore a personal, central interest as intensively as possible and are free to work with any idea in any medium that addresses two-dimensional design issues. The concentration should demonstrate growth and discovery through conceptually related works. In this section, the evaluators are interested in evidence of your thinking and development of the work over time.
Breadth 
The breadth section should demonstrate understanding of the principles of design, including unity/variety, balance, emphasis, contrast, rhythm, repetition, proportion/scale and figure/ground relationship. The work should show evidence of conceptual and technical development. You will need to show a range of experimentation and experience in 2-D Design. This section will require 12 works total.  In addition to the quality of the work, this section is scored on the degree to which it actually shows a variety of approaches to 2-D Design.
Student Response : Artist Statement

Artist statements are written descriptions, explanations, stories or guidelines given to a viewer to enhance or influence what a viewer may understand about a particular artist or body of work.

These are the questions you are going to have to answer with your concentration section of your exam:

· What is the central idea of your concentration?

· How does the work in your concentration demonstrate the exploration of your idea? You may refer to specific slides as examples.

To find examples online of successful student responses:

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com
You will need to create a user name and password to access all the information.  AP Exam Questions (
Exams: 2007 Studio Art 2-D Design: Concentration Samples

