
ENC 1141 - Essay #4: Othello             Final Due 4/10
The best topic is the one you devise; therefore, select an aspect of the play that you would like to analyze in depth on an academic level. Be sure you include text evidence in your support paragraphs. You can reach me through Remind or email if you have questions.
Some questions/ideas you might want to consider:
1.
Iago is considered to be the ultimate villain.  What makes him so evil and deserving of this title?

2.  
Can you justify Iago’s actions?  That is, take the stand that he had good reasons for his actions.  

3. 
Do a psychological profile of either Othello or Iago.  (Consider assuming the voice of the psychiatrist/psychologist.)
4.  
Compare and contrast the “public” persona of Iago to the character he reveals in his soliloquies.

5. 
Othello’s ruin can be directly attributed to his faith in Iago. Why does Othello choose to believe his ensign over Desdemona, Othello’s devoted wife?

6.         Both Othello and Iago believe their wives are unfaithful; why is Iago’s retribution/retaliation 

            considered so much worse than Othello’s?   
7. 
Iago’s motives for destroying Othello are varied and debatable. Cite evidence from the play to  

            support your theories about the rationale behind Iago’s malicious actions. 

8. 
Trace Othello’s descent into madness throughout the play. Find evidence that shows how 

            Othello changes from a respected general into a murderous husband.

9.
Trace the series of significant misjudgments Othello makes which lead to his downfall.

10.
If Iago or Othello were tried for their crime, what would be the arguments of either 
the prosecuting attorney or the defense attorney?  Perhaps assume the persona of the attorney 

and speak directly to the jury (opening or closing statement) or question a witness(es).

11.
Are Othello and Desdemona innocent victims of the evil that is directed toward them?  Is there any justification for their downfall?

12.
Desdemona chooses not to identify her murderer and, when asked, says: ”Nobody; I myself; farewell/Commend me to my kind lord. O! farewell!” (1228)......  Can you explain/defend Desdemona’s decision?

13.
Does Desdemona bear any responsibility for the tragedy?

14.
Can you defend Iago as an admirable character?

15.
Could Othello—not Iago—be considered the villain of this play?

16.  
Provide a credible explanation for Othello’s decision to destroy Desdemona.
17.
In the end, Othello takes his own life.  Why?

18.  
Discuss the different ways that the term loyalty can be applied to any or all of the   

            following: Othello, Desdemona, Emilia, Cassio, Iago.

19.
Consider the importance of reputation in this play……

20.
Consider the contrasts presented in this play….not visual, but inherent contrasts.

21. 
Take a virtue such as innocence, pride, honesty, friendship, love, trust and trace its appearance and importance in the play. Pay particular attention to the corruption of the term--how it deviates from its “pure” meaning--throughout the play.

22.
If you are interested in drama, discuss the challenges and rewards the role of Iago offers an actor.
23.
Is every major character a classic archetype?  

24. Some critics say Othello is all about seeing—the need to see evidence, for example.  However, much of the play is about hearing—about eavesdropping and listening, for example.

25.

Good vs. evil—in this play, does evil prevail?
Note: The key to a successful paper is the use of specifics--examples, quotes with a discussion of these specifics as support for the point you are making.
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