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To our Leon County Schools families— 

 

The safety and well-being of every student will always be our number one priority. We have been 

working around the clock for the past months to provide you options to best return your child(ren) to 

school. As we move forward to the 2020-2021 school year, I want to share important information about 

the Re-Open Leon Schools Plan.  

 

Over the course of the past several weeks, District Leadership sought input from a variety of sources: the 

Re-Open Leon Schools Task Force, the Leon County School Board, the Leon County Department of 

Health, other healthcare professionals as well as considerations from students, parents, teachers, 

administrators, and community members. From that feedback, we created the Re-Open Leon Schools 

Plan and the Health and Safety Guidelines.  

 

Re-Open Leon Schools Health and Safety Guidelines  

The Re-Open Leon Schools Health and Safety Guidelines were created in coordination with the Leon 

County Health department. The guidelines will remain fluid in order to adapt to any changes or 

mandates issued by the State, or to better adhere to any CDC updates. Any changes to the LCS 

guidelines will be communicated to schools and families and will be reflected on the Re-Open Leon 

Schools website (www.leonschools.net/reopenleon). 

 

The Timeline 

We are requiring our families to commit to one of the three educational options for their 

children/students for the fall semester of the 2020-2021 school year by July 13. After that, schools 

will be reaching out to the families that have not indicated their commitment. Our goal is to have 

confirmed feedback from all families in order to begin the staffing and scheduling process. To access 

and complete the Educational Commitment form, parents/guardians will need to sign-in to their FOCUS 

parent portal account and complete a form for each student in their household. Directions for that 

process are on the Re-Open Leon Schools website.  

 

This will be a semester-by-semester commitment. Please note that ALL of our students, regardless of 

which option you choose, will be assigned a digital device—a Google Chromebook—for the school 

year.  

 

 

http://www.leonschools.net/
http://www.leonschools.net/reopenleon
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Traditional (Face-to-Face Classroom Instruction) 

At this time, based on the information I have today, we are requesting School Board approval that 

August 19 will be the first day of school for students, with the Re-Open Leon Schools Health and Safety 

Guidelines mentioned above in place. Schools will be implementing physical and social distancing 

measures to best fit the needs and spaces of their school. Masks will be required during 

transportation and transitions, and when social distancing is not possible.  

 

School Based Digital Academy 

Each LCS student will have an option of attending their enrolled school as a digital academy.  

▪ Every Leon County School will have their own Digital Academy that is unique to that school 

community.  

▪ A student’s learning and instruction takes place online with teachers from their school. 

▪ The student maintains school site enrollment and pacing. 

▪ A Digital Academy Parent Resource website with information and answers to frequently asked 

questions: www.leonschools.net/DigitalAcad will be available starting July 2 at 6 p.m.  

▪ For more information about your individual school’s Digital Academy, visit the school’s website and 

click on the “Digital Academy,” tab (available July 6) or contact your student’s school with questions 

starting July 6.  

 

Leon County Virtual School 

Leon County Virtual School is a franchise of the Florida Virtual School system and is considered a 

separate school in Leon County for middle and high school students. It is staffed by Leon County 

Schools’ teachers, but adheres to a curriculum developed by the Florida Virtual School system. For 

more information about Leon County Virtual School visit www.leonschools.net/virtualschool.  

 

These are unprecedented times for all of us. Never have we faced a new school year with all the 

different variables as this one presents. However, I have every confidence in my Leadership team, 

principals, teachers and staff to do their very best to provide a safe and successful school re-opening. 

Thank you for your continued compassion, flexibility, patience and grace as we move forward together 

into the 2020-2021 school year.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Superintendent Rocky Hanna  
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