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6th Grade Language Arts Distance Learning Assignment 
Week 2 

A Note to Parents 
This week, your student should read "Frida Kahlo" by Jessica McBirney.This text discusses the life and artistic career of 
the famous Mexican artist, Frida Kahlo. (https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/frida-kahlo)  

This text also relates to the themes of Resilience & Success and is also relevant since it is Women’s History Month. 
Please consider exploring these questions with your child: 

"How do we define the roles of men and women?", "How does a person overcome adversity?", and "What makes you 
who you are?" 

Ways to support your child: 
• Ask your child about this biography: 

• What was "Frida Kahlo" About 
• What did you learn about? About Resilience & Success? 

• Watch the following clips with your child at home: 
• 'Frida Kahlo - Self Portrait with Necklace of Thorns' (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kcdDLUdX3Kc)   
• 'How artists explore identity | Modern Art & Ideas ' (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NICodKeadp0)  

• Complete the Day 5 activity together to help your child find the appropriate portraits online and brainstorm 
ways in which to interpret them. 

Day 1, Activity 1: Vocabulary in Context 
Step 1: Review the vocabulary word, context sentence, picture, and definition. 
Step 2: Describe how the context sentence and photograph give hints toward the meaning of the word. Be specific; you 
must include either specific words from the context sentence or details from the photograph in your answer. 
 

1. Culture  
American culture has been influenced by the cultures of 
people from other countries. 
Definition: the language, ideas, inventions, and art of a 
particular group of people 
Explanation of Context:      

        

        

        
 

2. Confine 
After being confined to the classroom all day, Kisen was 
excited to go to track practice. 
Definition: to keep within limits 
Explanation of Context:      

        

        

        
 

1 Scientists are looking into the effects of solitary 
confinement on the brain. 

1 I learned about Greek culture when I went to the Greek 
Food Festival. 



3. Interpret 
I interpreted her smile to mean that she agreed with what I 
said. 
Definition: to understand in a particular way 
Explanation of Context:      

        

        

        
 

Day 1, Activity 2: Journal Response 
What makes you who you are? Have there been any struggles, setbacks, or failures that have influenced your 
identity? If so, how? 
                

                

                

                

                

                

Day 2: Active Reading   
 
The short biography you are about to read is about Frida Kahlo. As you read, please annotate to help you with 
comprehension as well as answering the following question: What did Kahlo consider important to her identity 
and her art? 
 
The Basics of Annotating:  

• Highlighting a phrase or sentence and including a comment (Does this remind you of 
something/someone? Do you have an opinion?) 

• Circling a confusing word and trying to figure out the meaning 
• Posing a question when something isn’t fully understood or when you want to know more 
• Writing a short summary of an important section 

 
You will be graded using the following rubric. 

5 Points 4 Points 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point 0 Points 
Ample text 
annotations 
throughout text 
Insightful margin 
notes with many 
connections made 
beyond the text 
Outstanding effort 

Sufficient text 
annotations 
throughout text 
Literal margin notes 
show 
understanding of 
the text 
Sufficient effort 

Some text 
annotations, mostly 
in certain parts of 
the text 
Some margin notes 
show confusion 
Some effort 

Few text 
annotations, not 
covering full text 
Confusing margin 
notes 
Little effort 

Very few 
annotations 
Confusing or 
inaccurate margin 
notes 
Very little effort 

No annotations, 
margin notes, or 
effort 

 

2 The interpreter helped the hearing impaired 
audience members understand the speech. 



 



 



 



Day 3, Activity 1: Vocabulary Practice 
Step 1: Fill in the blanks using the correct vocabulary word to complete each scenario. You may have to change the form 
of the word (ex: go, going, gone). 
Step 2: Explain why the vocabulary word best fits based on context clues provided in the scenario. 

 
1. Whenever Sean travels to other countries, he reads about the art and history of the place as well as 

the beliefs and customs of the people that live in the area. He always wants to act in a way that is  
acceptable to the people of a specific country. 

Sean learns about other       because       

                

2. The last time I went to the beach, I found a letter in a bottle that had come from the waves. I was  
disappointed to find that the writing on the letter was so smudged that I couldn’t read a single word.  

The writing in the letter was difficult to      because     

               

3. I tried leaving my puppy out of its crate during the day, but it used the bathroom on the living room 
floor, chewed up all of my mom’s shoes, and scratched the door so hard it has gashes. He now spends  
every day in his crate until I get home from school. 

The dog has to be       because        

               

Day 3, Activity 2: How Characters Change 
Step 1: Return to the text to consider the details of Frida Kahlo’s life that the author chose to include in this text. 
Step 2: Determine which four details you think are most important to consider when thinking of Frida’s identity (what 
she values, the message in her art, how she lives her life). 
Step 3: Complete the graphic organizer explaining the details and how they relate to Frida’s identity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete the following Text-Dependent Questions for Day 4, Activity 1. 

For example:Every single day, Bryan wakes up at 5 o’clock in the morning to take a 10-mile jog. Then, he goes to the gym to lift 
weights. Afterwards, he does 20 laps in the pool. And this is before he goes to practice with the team every afternoon! 
Bryan is relentless about training because he is extremely dedicated and exercises all of the time. 

Culture   Confine   Interpret 

Frida Kahlo 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 4, Activity 2: Application of Vocabulary 
Answer each question in 1-2 complete sentences. Make sure that you use the underlined vocabulary word in your answer. 

1. Write about a culture you would like to learn more about and discuss why. 
               

               

               

2. Frida Kahlo painted when she was confined to a bed due to illness. What creative activity would you do if you 
were confined to a bed for a long period of time? 
               

               

               

3. In what kind of situation would you need to rely on an interpreter? 
               

               

               
Day 5: Frida Kahlo, “The Mother of the Selfie” 
Below are some examples of different self-portraits of Frida Kahlo. You can see more details by searching the portraits’ titles online. 
Choose one that you find the most interesting and write about what you think the portrait says about Frida at the time of the 
painting (her mood, her life, her wishes/dreams). Use what you know from the article to think of what Frida might have been 
communicating about herself with that painting. 
                

                

                

                

                

                

  
 

3 The Two Fridas 

4 Self-Portrait with Necklace of Thorns 

5 Frida & Diego 


