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PART ONE: READING COMPREHENSION 

1. Poets use various techniques to add rhythm, intensity, and meaning to their 

writing. Before reading the poems for this assignment, read the notes below for an 

overview of some poetic techniques authors sometimes use in crafting poetry. 

Technique: Repetition 

We hear repetition all around us: commercials repeat sales and slogans to intensify what they're 

saying and to burn them into our brains. Song lyrics often repeat lines and have catchy 

choruses that we can easily sing along to and remember. Even in primitive times, religious 

chants from various cultures often used repetition as well. In poetry, repetition is repeating 

words, phrases, lines, or stanzas. Stanzas are groups of lines that are together. Repetition is 

used to emphasize a feeling or idea, create rhythm, and/or develop a sense of urgency. 

When you encounter repetition in poetry, you should ask yourself what feeling or idea the 

repetition is meant to emphasize. 

Technique: Use of Figurative and Sensory Details 

Figurative language is the use of figures of speech to be more effective, persuasive, or 

impactful. Figurative language can also be used to create a specific tone or mood in writing or 

help evoke specific emotions. Devices such as alliteration, similes, metaphors, hyperboles, and 

personification are all types of figurative language.  

Sensory language, or sensory details, are vivid depictions of events or ideas that are written to 

appeal to the senses. For instance, an author might provide a detailed description of the 

sounds, tastes, or smells surrounding them to evoke images or emotions. Sensory details are 

sometimes delivered through the use of figurative language devices. 

When you encounter figurative language and sensory details in a poem, you should ask yourself 

how the device or description helps you to understand the idea the author is communicating. 

Technique: Poetic Shift 

Poetry probably wouldn’t be very interesting if it stayed the same from start to finish. Instead, 

most poems include a shift, also called a turn or the Italian word “volta,” which expresses a 

change in the poem. This shift could be as simple as a summary of the preceding lines, or it 

could be a dramatic transformation of the speaker’s point of view. Some poetic shifts provide 

relief from tension built up over the course of the poem. 

Sometimes, the poetic shift will be signaled to the reader through transition words such as “yet,” 

“but,” and “or.” Sometimes a sudden change in the rhyme scheme or tone of a poem may 

indicate the shift. 

To help yourself discover the point of the shift in a poem, ask the following questions 

 If I summarize the poem line by line, is there a point where I see the speaker change 

their attitude or perspective? 

 Is there a climax to the action in the poem, followed by a resolution? 
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2. Now that you have reviewed the importance of several poetic techniques, read the 

two poems on the following pages and annotate for the use of repetition, 

figurative language, sensory details, and poetic shift. Remember that each of 

these may not be present in all poems. 

Text One 
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Text Two 

 

3. After reading and annotating the two poems, complete the following tasks on a separate 

sheet of paper. Write your responses in complete sentences. 

a. Write a summary of each poem. 

b. Identify what topics or ideas are the same in the poems. You must identify AT LEAST 

TWO topics or ideas that the poems have in common. 

c. Explain how Hughes uses a poetic technique in both poems. You do not have to 

highlight the same technique for both poems. Your response should include an 

explanation of how that technique relates to one of the common topics in the poems. 
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Practice with Language and Imagery in Prose 

Exercise One  
 

Read the passage below.  

 

Answer the questions below about the passage above. 

1. What does the use of the word cushioned imply about what’s happening for the author in this 

moment? 

 

2. What is the difference between the cold of the English mansion and the cold of the English 

gentleman? 

 

Exercise Two 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer the questions below about the passage above. 

 

1. Identify the visual, auditory, and tactile images in the lines above.  

 

2. How does the poet use imagery to prepare the reader for the announcement in lines 9-10? 
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Part Two: Practice in Language and Mechanics 
 

Apostrophes: Overview, Notes, and Examples 
 

Apostrophes have two main uses: to show possession or to form contractions. Read the notes 
below for an overview of all the rules that apply to the two uses of apostrophes. 
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Practice Exercises: Correct the following sentences by adding apostrophes.  
 
1. Didnt he say when he would arrive at Arnies house?  

2. Its such a beautiful day that Ive decided to take a sun bath.  

3. She said the watch Jack found was hers, but she couldnt identify the manufacturers name on 

it.  

4. Little girls clothing is on the first floor, and the mens department is on the second.  

5. The dogs bark was far worse than its bite.  

6. The moons rays shone feebly on the path, and I heard the insects chirpings and whistlings.  

7. Theyre not afraid to go ahead with the plans, though the choice is not theirs.  

8. The man whose face was tan said that he had spent his two weeks vacation in the 

mountains.  

 


