GRADE 11 AND 12 ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ARTS, WEEK ONE

OVERVIEW: IN THIS WEEK’S WORK, STUDENTS WILL
READ A SHORT STORY TO DIAGNOSE THEMES
THROUGH ANALYSIS OF LITERARY DETAIL. FOR
PRACTICE IN LANGUAGE AND MECHANICS, STUDENTS
WILL REVIEW THE USE OF PARALLEL GRAMMATICAL
STRUCTURE.
FLORIDA STANDARDS COVERED: LAFS.1112.RL.1.2 DETERMINE TWO OR MORE THEMES OR
CENTRAL IDEAS OF A TE XT AND ANALYZE THEIR DEVELOPMENT OVER THE COURSE OF A
TEXT; LAFS.1112.RL.2.6 ANALYZE A CASE IN WHICH GRASPING A POINT OF VIEW REQUIRES
DISTINGUISHING WHAT IS DIRECTL STATED IN A TEXT FROM WHAT IS REALLY MEANT;
LAFS.1112.L.1.1 DEMONSTRATE COMMAND OF THE CONVENTIONS OF STANDARD ENGLISH
GRAMMAR AND USAGE WHEN WRITING OR SPEAKING.

LEON COUNTY SCHOOLS
ACADEMIC SERVICES

Part One: Reading to Diagnose Theme through Descriptive Details

1. Before reading this week’s literature selection, read the following reminders about
theme and descriptive detail.
When writer compose literature, they are not only telling a story. Writers attempt to communicate
ideas, emotions, and meaningful experiences through the retelling of events. The retelling of events
can include descriptive details which incorporate the sights, sounds, and smells along with interior
and exterior thoughts and feelings of characters.
One powerful element of a story is the themes the story conveys. Themes are often defined as the
subjects, messages, critical points, or “big ideas” delivered in the story. So how does a writer develop
a theme for a story, poem or narrative? Themes are almost never stated explicitly. Oftentimes you
can identify a work's themes by looking for a repeating symbol, motif, or phrase that appears again
and again throughout a story, since it often signals a recurring concept or idea.

2. Answer the following pre-reading question to help you think about the potential themes
and ideas you will encounter in the story “Araby” by James Joyce.


How does our perception of the world change as we grow older? Did you see the world
differently as a small child in elementary school then you do now?

3. Now, read the text of “Araby.” As you read, annotate for descriptive details which you
will analyze later to help reveal the themes of the story. Also, note that this story is a
“coming of age” tale in which we see a child experience an event. Look specifically for
details being told from the perspective of a child that might look differently to an adult
in the same situation. Annotate those details as well.
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4. Now that you have completed your reading and annotation, use the annotations to fill in the chart
on the next page.
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Directions: Identify 5 descriptive details (both imaginary and real) and write what you think their purpose in the story is – i.e. What
does the reader learn from these details/descriptions?
Descriptive Detail

Real or Imaginary?

“jostled by drunken men and bargaining
women”

Real

My Analysis (What does it illustrate to
the reader?)
The young boy is surrounded by
unpleasant people.
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Identifying Themes
Revisit the story and your annotations. Determine at least TWO major themes, or big ideas you see illustrated in the story. Complete the
chart below to indicate how that theme is developed by details throughout the story.
Theme #1

Theme #2

Detail From Beginning: In the box below, provide
information from the beginning of the story that helps to
identify this theme.

Detail From Beginning: In the box below, provide
information from the beginning of the story that helps to
identify this theme.

Detail From Middle In the box below, provide information
from the middle of the story that helps to identify this theme.

Detail From Middle In the box below, provide information
from the middle of the story that helps to identify this theme.

Detail From End: In the box below, provide information from
the end of the story that helps to identify this theme.

Detail From End: In the box below, provide information from
the end of the story that helps to identify this theme.

8

Now that you have analyzed the text using the charts, complete the comprehension questions
below.
1. Which of the following quotes best embodies how the narrator regards Mangan’s sister?
A. “Her dress swung as she moved her body, and the soft rope of her hair tossed from side to side.”
B. “But my body was like a harp and her words and gestures were like fingers running upon the wires.”
C. “I imagined that I bore my chalice safely through a throng of foes.”
D. “At last she spoke to me. When she addressed the first words to me I was so confused that I did not know
what to answer.”
2. PART A: How does the narrator’s envisioning of the bazaar differ from his actual experience at the
bazaar?
A. Fueled by desire, he imagines the bazaar as a magical place where he will find something for his love, but
when he gets there it is unwelcoming and quite deserted.
B. The narrator thinks he will win his love with something from the bazaar, but when he arrives there is
nothing good enough to buy.
C. The narrator imagines the bazaar will be bustling with people, so he is disappointed with how alone he is
when he arrives.
D. He envisions the bazaar as the end of his quest, but upon arriving it is distinctly unromantic.
3. PART B: What does this difference in the settings reveal about the narrator’s point of view and how it
develops over the course of the story?
A. This difference reveals the limitations of the narrator’s point of view; when confronted with reality he
continues to persist in his delusion even after they shut the bazaar down.
B. This difference reveals that the narrator’s point of view was previously clouded; by the end of the story he is
disillusioned by reality.
C. This difference reveals that the narrator’s point of view has become more closed off, just as the narrator
stands in the dark.
D. This difference reveals how one-track minded and limited the narrator’s point of view is up until he arrives
at the bazaar, in which he can begin to focus on himself rather than his crush.
4. Which of the following best describes how the themes of the story – love and growing up – interact with
each other?
A. The narrator believes that falling in love with Mangan’s sister is equivalent to his coming of age.
B. The narrator believes he can only grow up once he has won the heart of his crush.
C. It is only through his epiphany at the end of the story, driven by his “love” for Mangan’s sister, that the
narrator comes of age.
D. Once the narrator realizes there are other forms of love beyond romantic he takes the first step towards
growing up.
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Part Two: Language and Mechanics
Parallelism: Overview, Notes, and Examples
Parallel sentence elements in grammar are just like parallel lines in geometry: they face the same
direction and never meet.
More precisely, in grammar, it’s less about meeting and more about balance. Parallelism in grammar
is defined as two or more phrases or clauses in a sentence that have the same grammatical
structure. Examples of common issues in parallel grammatical structure are below.
Issue One: Verb Forms
Incorrect: “Olympic athletes usually like practicing, competing, and to eat ice cream sandwiches.”
In this sentence, practicing and competing are gerunds (verbs functioning as nouns) and “to eat” is
an infinitive. It sounds pretty awkward—just like being an athlete with a sweet tooth.
Correct: “Olympic athletes usually like practicing, competing, and eating ice cream sandwiches.” or
“Olympic athletes usually like to practice, compete, and eat ice cream sandwiches.”
Issue Two: Nouns vs. Verbs
Incorrect: For dinner we like lamb chops and to fry brussel sprouts.
Lamb chops is a noun. Brussel sprouts is a noun too, but to fry is a verb.
Correct: “For dinner we like lamb chops and brussel sprouts.” or “For dinner we like to grill lamb
chops and fry brussel sprouts.”
Issue Three: Noun Number
Incorrect: Public transit such as buses or a train can help reduce air pollution.
Multiple buses, one train? That’s not going to solve any environmental issues.
Correct: Public transit such as buses or trains can help reduce air pollution.
Issue Four: Subject Matter
Incorrect: He decided to cover the gown in sequins, and had a steak for dinner.
Huh? Unless being a fabulous designer is a recipe for steak, these two actions don’t seem to have
much in common. Parallelism in subject matter means that everything discussed in a sentence should
have at least some amount of clarity and relatedness.
Correct: “He decided to cover the gown in sequins, and to celebrate, he had a steak for dinner.”
Or “He was hungry after he covered the gown in sequins, so he had a steak for dinner.”
The possible connections are endless, but for proper parallelism, that connection must be clear to the
reader.

On the following page, complete the exercises for practicing writing with parallel structure.
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Exercise Set One: Rewrite each sentence to correct issues in parallel grammatical structure.
1.
The chapter “Taking Notes” gives useful hints, such as making notes that are brief, well
organization, and writing in your own words.
2.
The college was founded by Amos P. Thompkins, who was a captain of industry, went to
college himself, and a philanthropist.
3.

This computer is good-looking, economical, and you can take it anywhere you want.

4.

Mr. Harris is both interested in and familiarly is informed about the problem involved.

5.

The book was written in India, translated in Germany, and a company in England published it.

6.

An actor knows how to memorize his lines and getting into character.

7.

The writer was brilliant but a recluse.

8.

Marcie studied for the test by reviewing her class notes and she read her textbook.

Exercise Set Two: Choose the sentence that demonstrates correct parallelism.
9. A. Phuong Tran has wit, charm, and she has an extremely pleasant personality.
B. Phuong Tran has wit, charm, and a pleasing personality.
10. A. In English class, Tashonda learned to read poems critically and to appreciate good prose.
B. In English class, Tashonda learned to read poems critically and she appreciated good prose.
11. A. He wanted three things out of college: to learn a skill, to make good friends, and to learn about life.
B. He wanted three things out of college: to learn a skill, to make good friends, and learning about life.
12. A. Coach Espinoza was a brilliant strategist, a caring mentor, and a wise friend.
B. Coach Espinoza was a brilliant strategist, a caring mentor, and friend.
13. A. We found the film repulsive, offensive, and we thought it was embarrassing.
B. We found the film repulsive, offensive, and embarrassing.
14. A. Mr. Nguyen kept his store clean, neat, and he made it conveniently arranged.
B. Mr. Nguyen kept his store clean, neat, and conveniently arranged.
15. A. Professor Ali rewarded his students for working hard on the final project and going beyond the call of
duty.
B. Professor Ali rewarded his students for their hard work on the final project and going beyond the call of
duty.
16. A. There's nothing I like better than finding a good trout stream, setting up camp, and spending a couple of
days fishing.
B. There's nothing I like better than finding a good trout stream, setting up camp, and to spend a couple of
days fishing.
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Exercise Three: Identifying Parallelism
Now that you have practiced with using parallel structure, you will provide FOUR examples of sentences using
parallel structure. Your examples can be original ones you write, examples from advertisements, or examples
from poetry and song lyrics. You can write your examples in the space below.

Need help identifying examples of parallelism in the real world? See the advertisement and lyric
examples below. Can you identify the parallel elements of each?
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